
Resolution 2011-141

Resolution Authorizing the Minnesota Solar Rewards Customer Contract with Xcel Energy for
Carl W. Kroening Interpretive Center

Whereas, The Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board (MRPB) owns and operates North
Mississippi Regional Park, including the Carl W. Kroening Interpretive Center;

Whereas, The MPRB’s Sustainability 2013 plan supports economic strategies for short and long
term financial stability and energy independence;

Whereas, An 8kW Photovoltaic (PV) Solar System has been installed at the Carl W. Kroening
Interpretive Center;

Whereas, The solar system qualifies for Xcel Energy’s Solar Rewards Program;

Whereas, Upon entering into the Solar Rewards program and contract, Xcel Energy will make a
one time payment of $17,977,50 to the MPRB along with monthly payments for excess
electricity produced by the solar system;

Whereas, The contract agreement requires the MPRB to meet certain conditions including
maintenance and insurance requirements, agreement to energy use rates, and the conveyance
of its Renewable Energy Certificates to Xcel Energy for a period of 20 years; and

Whereas, All conditions necessary for the MRPB to enter into the Minnesota Solar Rewards
Customer Contract with Xcel Energy for the Solar Installation at the Carl W. Kroening
Interpretive Center are met;

RESOLVED, That the Commissioners of the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board authorize
entering into the Minnesota Solar Rewards Customer Contract with Xcel Energy for Carl W.
Kroening Interpretive Center; and

RESOLVED, That the President of the Board and Secretary to the Board are authorized to take
all necessary administrative actions to implement this resolution.

Adopted by the Minneapolis Park & Recreation Board
In formal meeting assembled on August 3, 2011

John Erwin, President
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Karen Robinson, Secretary

Approved:

R.T. Rybak, Mayor
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TO: Minneapolis Park & Recreation Board

FROM: Bruce Chamberlain, Assistant Superintendent for Planning Services

DATE: July 20, 2011

SUBJECT: Resolution authorizing the Minnesota Solar Rewards Customer Contract with
Xcel Energy for Carl W. Kroening Interpretive Center

BACKGROUND

In 2009, the Minneapolis Park & Recreation Board applied for and received a grant from the
Minnesota DNR Legacy Solar Program in the amount of $46,000.00 to install an 8kW
Photovoltaic (PV) Solar System and Educational Kiosk at the Carl W. Kroening Interpretive
Center, located in North Mississippi Regional Park.

Excel Energy has a program for solar energy projects called Solar Rewards. By entering the
program, MPRB will receive a one-time rebate and receive payments for any excess energy
produced by the solar array. In exchange, MPRB agrees to meet certain conditions including
maintenance and insurance requirements, agreement to energy use rates, and the conveyance
of Renewable Energy Certificates to Xcel Energy for a period of 20 years.

Entering this program helps achieve sustainability, quality of life and financial independence
goals and values identified in the 2020 Comprehensive Plan. The program also moves the
MPRB toward achieving innovation and action goals outlined in the Sustainability 2013 Plan.

RELATED BOARD ACTIONS

2009 2009.186 Resolution supporting grant application for Carl Kroening
Interpretive Center through the Minnesota DNR Solar Legacy Grant

Resolution approving a contract for $51,375 with Hunt2010 2010.2010-78
Electric Corporation for Carl Kroening Interpretive Center - 8kw
photovoltaic (pv) solar system and educational kiosk
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FUNDING/COST SUMMARY:

$63,977Sources
$46,000
$17,977

MN DNR Legacy Solar Program Grant
One-time Excel payment

$59,079Uses
$51,375

$7,454

Solar installation

Professional services & other fees
Excel Enrollment fee
Metering charges

Balance

$250
$10/mo.

$4,898

RECOMMENDATION

Excel Energy’s Solar Rewards program offers a cost benefit to installing and operating a solar
array at the Carl Kroening Interpretive Center. Staff recommends that the Board authorize
MPRB enrollment in Excel Energy’s Solar Rewards program.

ATTACHMENTS
Minnesota Solar Rewards Customer Contract Application ID: 15547

Prepared by
Reviewed by:
Approved by:

Julia Roessler, Engineering Technician, Planning Department
Bruce Chamberlain, Assistant Superintendent of Planning Services
Jayne Miller, Superintendent
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