
Resolution 2011-125

Resolution Authorizing the Superintendent to Submit a Federal Transportation
Enhancement Grant for up to $ 1 Million for Bicycle and Pedestrian Trail Connections along
the East Bank of the Mississippi River between Plymouth Avenue and the Burlington North

Railroad Bridge to the Metropolitan Council

Whereas, The Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board (MPRB) is the steward of
Minneapolis Parks;

Whereas, The MPRB’s 2007-2020 Comprehensive Plan supports providing a well-
maintained, safe, and continuous trail system, giving priority to proving trail connections in
north and northeast Minneapolis;

Whereas, The Metropolitan Council and the Transportation Advisory Board have released
the a solicitation package for the 2015 and 2016 funding years of the Federal Transportation
Enhancement Grant program;

Whereas, The MPRB seeks funding to complete the bicycle and pedestrian trail connection
along the east bank of the Mississippi River between the Plymouth Avenue bridge and
Burlington Northern Railroad bridge;

Whereas, This section is approximately .75 miles in length and is anticipated to cost
approximately $1.5 million to complete; and

Whereas, The MPRB has allocated $500,000 matching funding in its five-year capital
program for grants in 2015;

RESOLVED, That the Commissioners of the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board
authorize the Superintendent to submit a Federal Transportation Enhancement Grant for up
to $ 1 Million for bicycle and pedestrian trail connections along the east bank of the
Mississippi River between Plymouth Avenue and the Burlington North Railroad bridges to
the Metropolitan Council; and

RESOLVED, That the President of the Board and Secretary to the Board are authorized to
take all necessary administrative actions to implement this resolution.

Adopted by the Minneapolis Park & Recreation Board
In formal meeting assembled on July 7, 2011
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John Erwin, President

Karen Robinson, Secretary
Approved:

R.T. Rybak, Mayor
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TO: Minneapolis Park & Recreation Board

FROM: Bruce Chamberlain, Assistant Superintendent for Planning Services

DATE: July 7, 2011

SUBJECT: Resolution authorizing the Superintendent to submit a Federal Transportation
Enhancement Grant for up to $ 1 Million for bicycle and pedestrian trail
connections along the east bank of the Mississippi River between Plymouth
Avenue and the Burlington North Railroad bridges to the Metropolitan Council

BACKGROUND

The Metropolitan Council and the Transportation Advisory Board (TAB) have released the
2011 regional solicitation - the eleventh regional solicitation for federal transportation funds
since the passage of the Intermodal Surface Transportation Efficiency Act in 1991. Like the
first regional solicitation, the TAB has advertised for projects in this funding cycle in the
Transportation Enhancement Program (TE) category.

Congress has extended the current transportation funding act (the Safe, Accountable,
Flexible, and Efficient Transportation Equity Act - A Legacy for Users, abbreviated to
SAFETEA-LU) through the end of the federal fiscal year on September 30, 2011. Congress
and President Obama are expected to pass a new federal transportation funding act before
the extension expires. At this time, the TAB does not know how much funding will be
available in the new act, nor does the TAB know whether all of the projects traditionally
funded through the regional solicitation process will be eligible for federal funds in the new
act. Despite this uncertainty, the TAB has decided to continue with the 2011 regional
solicitation on schedule for the 2015 and 2016 funding years and will react to the new
federal act when it is passed.

Grant applications are due on July 18, 2011 and require a 20% match. If the funding
remains in this grant program and the MPRB successfully receives a grant, the funding is
anticipated to become available in 2015. The MPRB has $500,000 to provide the match for
this grant in 2015 in its approved 2011-2016 Regional Park Capital Improvement Program.

The Above the Falls Master Plan, MPRB’s 2007-2020 Comprehensive Plan and the City of
Minneapolis Comprehensive Plan (Minneapolis Plan for Sustainable Growth) call for
continuous trails along both sides of the Mississippi River. Recent acquisitions and provide
an opportunity to extend the trail system north of the Plymouth Avenue bridge to the
Burlington Northern bridge on the east bank of the Mississippi River. This will require
ongoing planning and coordination with the City of Minneapolis and Hennepin County to
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ensure good trail accommodations can be gained at the Plymouth and Broadway Avenue
bridges and along existing easements. The objective will be to provide safe and continuous
pedestrian and bicycle facilities. Improvements may also include lighting, signage, drinking
fountains, and rest areas. The anticipated cost of the project is $1.5 million with $1 million in
grant funds and $500,000 in MPRB match from Lottery in Lieu operations and maintenance
funding.

RELATED BOARD ACTIONS

December 13, 2010 - Approval of the 2011 Annual Budget and the 2011-2016 Capital
Improvement Program

FUNDING/COST SUMMARY

$1,000,000
500,000

Transportation Enhancement Grant
2015 Lottery in Lieu O and M funding

$1,500,000Total

RECOMMENDATION

The proposed trail extension along the east bank of the Mississippi River project furthers the
goals of the approved Above the Falls Master Plan, MPRB 2007-2020 Comprehensive Plan
and City of Minneapolis Comprehensive Plan. In addition, it is consistent with the 2030
Regional Park Policy Plan. Staff recommends authorizing the submission of the Federal
Transportation Enhancement Grant to the Metropolitan Council for this project.

Jennifer Ringold, Manager of Public Engagement and Citywide Planning
Bruce Chamberlain, Assistant Superintendent of Planning Services
Jayne Miller, Superintendent

Prepared by
Reviewed by:
Approved by:
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