
Resolution 2011-121

Resolution to Rename the Segment of Minnehaha Avenue between Nawadaha
Boulevard and 50th Street East to South Minnehaha Park Drive

Whereas, The Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board (MPRB) retains authority for
naming of streets and roadways under its jurisdiction;

Whereas, South Minnehaha Park Drive between 50th Street East and 54th Street East
within Minnehaha Park was so named through Board action on February 28, 2001;

Whereas, It is logical to continue the South Minnehaha Park Drive name to the
remainder of the street within Minnehaha Park between Nawadaha Boulevard and 50th

Street East;

Whereas, Street Signs indicating the South Minnehaha Park Drive name are already
posted and changes to the Hennepin County Database noting the name for this roadway
as South Minnehaha Park Drive have already been accomplished;

Whereas, The inconsistent names create confusion in locating addresses and have
prevented mail from being delivered;

RESOLVED, That the Commissioners of the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board
rename the segment of Minnehaha Avenue between Nawadaha Boulevard and 50th

Street East to South Minnehaha Park Drive; and

RESOLVED, That the President of the Board and Secretary to the Board are authorized
to take all necessary administrative actions to implement this resolution.

Adopted by the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board

In formal meeting assembled on June 15, 2011

John Erwin, President

Karen Robinson, Secretary
Approved:

R.T. Rybak, Mayor
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TO: Board of Commissioners

FROM: Michael Schmidt, Assistant Superintendent for Operations

DATE: June 15, 2011

SUBJECT: Resolution to rename the Segment of Minnehaha Avenue between
Nawadaha Boulevard and 50th Street East to South Minnehaha Park
Drive

BACKGROUND

The portion of roadway in question parallels Hiawatha Avenue in Minnehaha Park.
Historical documents indicate that this section of roadway or right-of-way was platted as
Minnehaha Avenue in 1893. More recently, in 2001, the portion of Minnehaha Avenue
between 50th Street East and 54th Street East was renamed South Minnehaha Park
Drive through an action of the Board. That leaves a segment between Nawadaha
Boulevard and East 54th Street with a discontinuous and somewhat illogical name.

While staff has taken actions to post signs identifying this stretch of roadway as South
Minnehaha Park Drive, and while staff has orchestrated the change of the name on the
Hennepin County Database, the United States Postal Service does not recognize the
name change and will not deliver mail to addresses on this portion of the roadway if
addressed to South Minnehaha Park Drive.

Changing the name will not only create consistency along the street but will allow
delivery of mail to addresses along that section of the roadway, which include the
Minneapolis Parks Foundation. Locations affected by the street renaming include Sea
Salt, WheelFun Rental, and the Longfellow House; other locations along the street
include the Minnehaha Pavilion, Stevens House, Princess Depot, and parking lots
accessed from this roadway.

The Veterans Homes has been notified of the roadway name change. They have
determined that they will continue to receive mail under the old roadway name
(Minnehaha Avenue).

Upon renaming of the roadway by the Board, staff will work with the City of Minneapolis
Department of Inspections, who will notify MECC (911), the city’s GIS office, and the
United States Postal Service.



RELATED BOARD ACTIONS

Board approving the renaming of the north/south access road in
Minnehaha Park between 50th Street East and 54th Street East to
“South Minnehaha Park Drive”

February 28, 2011

FUNDING/COST SUMMARY

This action will not result in expenditures on the part of the Board.

RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends the Board rename the Segment of Minnehaha Avenue between
Nawadaha Boulevard and 50th Street East to South Minnehaha Park Drive

ATTACHMENTS

MPRB resolution, dated February 28, 2001, renaming Minnehaha Avenue between 50th

Street East and 54th Street East to South Minnehaha Park Drive

Exhibit A, Current street naming (dated May 20, 2011)

Exhibit B, Proposed street naming (dated May 20, 2011)

Prepared by: Michael Schroeder, Consultant, Planning Services
Tom Johnson, Planning Services

Reviewed by: Michael Schmidt, Assistant Superintendent for Operations
Bruce Chamberlain, Assistant Superintendent for Planning Services

Approved by: Jayne Miller, Superintendent


