
Resolution 2011-120

Resolution Authorizing the Superintendent to Submit the Minneapolis Sculpture Garden,
Theodore Wirth Park Welcome and Training Center, and River City Farview Park Land
Bridge Projects for a Total of $9.6 million to Minnesota Management and Budget for the

2012 State of Minnesota Capital Budget

Whereas, The Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board (MPRB) is the steward of
Minneapolis Parks;

Whereas, The MRPB seeks to secure funding for capital improvements to Minneapolis
Parks to meet the needs of park visitors;

Whereas, Minnesota Management and Budget (MMB) requests preliminary capital budget
requests by June 24, 2011 for the 2012 State capital budget preparations; and

Whereas, The MPRB is seeking $2 million to refurbish the Minneapolis Sculpture Garden in
partnership with the Walker Art Center, $2.1 million to develop a multi-sport Welcome and
Training Center for Theodore Wirth Park, and $5.5 million for design and acquisition of the
River City Farview Park Land Bridge;

RESOLVED, That the Commissioners of the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board
authorize the Superintendent to submit the Minneapolis Sculpture Garden ($2 million),
Theodore Wirth Park Welcome and Training Center ($2.1 million), and River City Farview
Park Land Bridge ($5.5 million) Projects for a total of $9.6 million to Minnesota Management
and Budget for the 2012 State Capital Budget; and

RESOLVED, That the President of the Board and Secretary to the Board are authorized to
take all necessary administrative actions to implement this resolution.

Adopted by the Minneapolis Park & Recreation Board
In formal meeting assembled on June 15, 2011

John Erwin, President

Karen Robinson, Secretary
Approved:

R.T. Rybak, Mayor
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TO: Minneapolis Park & Recreation Board

FROM: Bruce Chamberlain, Assistant Superintendent for Planning Services

DATE: June 15, 2011

SUBJECT: Resolution authorizing the Superintendent to submit the 2012 capital bonding
requests to Minnesota Management and Budget for Minneapolis Sculpture
Garden, Theodore Wirth Welcome and Training Center, and River City
Farview Park Land Bridge Projects totaling $9.6 million

Background

2012 State Bond Request
The Minnesota Management and Budget (MMB) office is requesting that local government
agencies submit preliminary requests for the State’s 2012 capital budget development by
June 24, 2011. These preliminary requests will be forwarded to the Legislature on July 15.
Additional project details will be required on September 1 and October 10. The Governor will
submit his 2012 Strategic Capital Budget to the Legislature on January 13, 2012.

The Board has not approved projects for the 2012 State bond request. Several projects
have been discussed as possible candidates, including the following:

Minneapolis Sculpture Garden refurbishment,
Theodore Wirth Park Welcome and Training Center development,
A Mississippi Riverfront Development Initiative project,
Father Hennepin trail repair and falls reconstruction,
Bohemian Flats improvements,
Phillips Community Center Indoor Pool rehabilitation, and
North Minneapolis tornado damage relief.

Staff has reviewed each of the projects with regard to their state-wide significance,
timeliness, potential funding sources, relative success of previous submissions, the previous
and current project work, and compliance with the 2007-2020 Comprehensive Plan. Staff
recommendations and rationale are provided in the recommendations section below.

Metropolitan Council Bonding
The Metropolitan Council will also submit a preliminary State bond request of $10.5 million
to partially finance the 2012-13 portion of the 2012-17 Metro Regional Parks Capital
Improvement Program (CIP). Assuming $10.5 million of State bonds is appropriated in
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2012, the Metropolitan Council would issue $7 million of its bonds as match to the State
appropriation for a total of $17.5 million.

In the 2012-2013 biennium, the MPRB is expected to receive $3.66 million through this
program. This is $205,000 less than anticipated from this funding source during the
development of the MPRB’s 2011 Annual Budget. The Metropolitan Council has adjusted
the amount for each regional park implementing agency based on increases or decreases in
the share of each agency’s population compared to that agency’s population share.
Population data for the 2010-11 CIP was based on a demographic estimate for 2007.
Population data for the 2012-13 CIP is based on the 2010 U.S. Census. Population is one of
several factors used to determine the percentage of regional capital and operation funding
the MPRB receives through the Metropolitan Council.

MPRB’s approved 2011-2016 Regional Park Capital Improvement Program identifies the
following projects for this funding source:

• Theodore Wirth Regional Park $1,500,000
• Central Mississippi Riverfront Regional Park (Boom Island/BF Nelson)

$1,000,000
• Above the Falls Regional Park $365,000
• Parkway Paving $1,000,000 (this must have a 50% non-state match)

The Metropolitan Council has requested that each implementing agency submit their
projects by June 13, 2011 so that Council staff can compile them and submit them to MMB.
Staff will submit the approved projects from the MPRB’s 2011-2016 Regional Park Capital
Improvement Program with a revised request of $795,000 for the Boom Island/BF Nelson
project to accommodate the $205,000 reduction in this funding source. The Metropolitan
Council will request that the Board of Commissioners approve this request in July as part of
the Metropolitan Council’s final submission. At that point, the project budgets and priorities
of the preliminary requests submitted to the Metropolitan Council can be adjusted if desired
by the Board of Commissioners.

Recommendation

Staff has reviewed each of the projects with regard to their timeliness, potential funding
sources, relative success of previous submissions, the previous and current project work,
and compliance with the 2007-2020 Comprehensive Plan. Based on this analysis, staff
recommends the following requests be submitted to Minnesota Management and Budget
office for the State’s 2012 capital budget development (in priority order with rationale
included):

Minneapolis Sculpture Garden Refurbishment
Staff recommends a $2 million bonding request to refurbish the Minneapolis Sculpture
Garden. This is a Minnesota icon that attracts more than 355,000 visitors annually from
around the world. The infrastructure is over twenty years old. Without a major investment,
this State resource will quickly deteriorate due to its aging infrastructure and landscaping.
This project will ensure that the Sculpture Garden remains one of the State’s crown jewels,
providing tourists and residents with a remarkable space within which to escape and
experience the outdoors and amazing sculpture.
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A bonding request for the Minneapolis Sculpture Garden is timely due to the age of the
infrastructure, and the current work of Walker Art Center and MPRB staff to develop a
sustainable long-term partnership for this state-wide asset. The MPRB’s long-term
partnership for this asset is consistent with the 2007-2020 Comprehensive Plan. This project
is not eligible for regional park funding and would need to be funded through the
neighborhood capital improvement program if other funding is not secured. In the 2010
State capital bonding process, the project showed some promise of being funded.

Multi-sport Theodore Wirth Park Welcome and Training Center
Staff recommends a $2.1 million bonding request for a multi-sport Theodore Wirth Park
Welcome and Training Center. This project will have the potential of accommodating both
winter and summer park users including walkers, bikers, skiers, golfers, and snowboarders.
Iin the winter the project, it would transform Theodore Wirth Park into a top-notch Winter
Recreation Area that can host national events.

In the summer, the center would provide a hub in Theodore Wirth Park for a range of users
including bikers, walkers, and golfers that are enjoying the Luce Line Regional trail
connection, Theodore Wirth trails (paved and mountain biking), and the par-3 golf course.
Preliminary concepts include spaces for training, hosting events, food service or restaurant,
programming spaces, restrooms, recreational equipment rentals, and visitor information.

A bonding request for the multi-sport Theodore Wirth Park Welcome and Training Center is
timely due to the expanding winter recreation program and needs of trail users, and the
opportunity to plan for the needs of par-3 users. The Theodore Wirth Park Citizen Advisory
Committee is currently considering the ongoing needs of these user groups and will be
providing recommendations on the overall design of this facility. While Theodore Wirth is a
regional park and much of this project would be eligible for regional funding, a project of this
scale would be difficult to accomplish within the MPRB’s Regional Park Capital Improvement
Program. Consistent with the 2007-2020 Comprehensive Plan, this project focuses
resources in the northern area of the Minneapolis park system. In the 2010 State capital
bonding process, the project showed some promise of being funded.

River City Farview Park Land Bridge Design and Acquisition
Staff recommends a $5.5 million bonding request design and acquisition for the River City
Farview Park Land Bridge project. The Farview Land Bridge is the centerpiece of the
RIVERFIRST proposal for the Mississippi riverfront. The vision is for Farview Park, a historic
high point of Minneapolis, to extend across I-94 and reconnect North Minneapolis to the
river. The new highway bridge may include a community-based urban farm and hoop
houses with C02 harvesting for plants from the highway below. A seasonal storm water
stream may descend through a series of public park spaces with pedestrian bridges and
land berms.

Reconnecting North Minneapolis to the Mississppi River will require the coordination of
several local, regional, and state agencies. Therefore, a bonding request for the River City
Farview Park Land Bridge design and acquisition will build on the current planning for the
overall RIVERFIRST proposal that is bringing these key stakeholders together. Additionally,
the level of design and acquisition required for the project exceeds typical funding sources,
thus making it an ideal candidate for State bonding. Consistent with the 2007-2020
Comprehensive Plan, the project focuses resources in North Minneapolis. While this is being
recommended as a third priority for the bonding requests, it should be noted that the recent
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tornado damage in North Minneapolis may result in it being a higher priority for the
upcoming Legislative session.

Based on this analysis, staff does not recommend the following requests be submitted to
Minnesota Management and Budget for the State’s 2012 capital budget development:

Trail Repair and Falls Reconstruction at Father Flennepin
The MPRB’s approved 2011-2016 Regional Park Capital Improvement Program includes
funding for this project in 2011 and 2012.

Bohemian Flats Improvements
Staff recognizes the need for improvements at Bohemian Flats and recommends the master
plan be revisited prior to seeking State bond funding for improvements.

Phillips Community Center Indoor Pool Rehabilitation
Staff understands that Minneapolis Swims is intending to submit a State bonding request for
the indoor pool at Phillips Community Center. This is not recommended for the MPRB’s
submission due to its local versus state-wide significance.

Tornado Damage Relief for North Minneapolis.
Special legislation is being developed to address the tornado damage in North Minneapolis.
The MPRB is working collaboratively with the City of Minneapolis on this legislation.

Jennifer Ringold, Manager of Public Engagement and Citywide Planning
Bruce Chamberlain, Assistant Superintendent of Planning Services
Jayne Miller, Superintendent

Prepared by
Reviewed by:
Approved by:
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