
Resolution 2011-114

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING APPLICATION FOR A NATIONAL EMERGENCY GRANT
IN PARTNERSHIP WITH THE STATE OF MINNESOTA DEPARTMENT

OF EMPLOYMENT AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND THE CITY OF MINNEAPOLIS
EMPLOYMENT AND TRAINING PROGRAM

Whereas, The Minneapolis Park & Recreation Board (MPRB) is the steward of Minneapolis
parks, trees, lands, and water bodies;

Whereas, The City of Minneapolis was struck by a tornado on May 22, 2011;

Whereas, The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) has declared Hennepin and
Anoka Counties to be qualified for disaster assistance due to the tornado damage under a “type
A” declaration; and

Whereas, This FEMA declaration could make a National Emergency Grant;

RESOLVED, That the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board approve the application for a
National Emergency Grant in partnership with the State of Minnesota Department of
Employment and Economic Development and the City of Minneapolis Employment and Training
Program; and

RESOLVED, That the President and Secretary of the Board are authorized to take all necessary
administrative actions to implement this resolution.

Adopted by the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board
In formal meeting assembled on June 15, 2011

John Erwin, President

Karen Robinson, Secretary
Approved:

R.T. Rybak, Mayor



TO: Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board of Commissioners

FROM: Michael P. Schmidt, Assistant Superintendent for Operation Services

DATE: June 15, 2011

SUBJECT: Resolution authorizing application for a National Emergency grant in partnership with
the State of Minnesota Department of Employment and Economic Development and
the City of Minneapolis Employment and Training Program

Background

As a result of the May 22, 2011 tornado that struck north Minneapolis the Federal Emergency
Management Agency (FEMA) declared Anoka and Flennepin to be qualified for disaster assistance

declaration:
http://www.fema.qov/news/eventcounties.fema?id=14673 . This is the sort of declaration that could
make a National Emergency Grant possible.

due tornado damage, under “type A”to a

The State of Minnesota Department of Employment and Economic Development (DEED) contracted
the City of Minneapolis Employment and Training Program to see if Minneapolis was interested in
applying for a National Emergency grant. The City connected Superintendent Miller to see if the
Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board had any interest in applying for the possible grant. The
purpose of such a grant would be to take people who have been unemployed (presumably, albeit not
exclusively, from the disaster) and put them to work in restoring public infrastructure. This generally
entails manual labor, though there can be call for clerical positions where the clean-up effort requires
new administrative structure. Regular services are not a primary purpose of the grant, and are
restricted to certain situations and time periods.

If the Minneapolis Park & Recreation Board is awarded a grant we would use the funds and staff
provided to assist Forestry crews in the clean up of Wirth Park, Wirth Golf Course, Webber Park,
Folwell Park, and North Mississippi Regional Park, in addition to any replanting of the boulevards in
tornado zone, for as long as the funding was available.

Recommendation

That the Board authorize application for a National Emergency grant in partnership with the State of
Minnesota Department of Employment and Economic Development and the City of Minneapolis
Employment and Training Program

Prepared by: Michael P. Schmidt, Assistant Superintendent for Operation Services
Approved by: Jayne S. Miller, Superintendent


