





participate in discussions, vision exercises and surveys. The Walker Library CAC was
formed to help articulate the vision. A pre-design study was conducted to further
understand site and programmatic requirements for the library. A parking study was also
conducted during the pre-design phase. Based on findings from the pre-design study, the
project scope has been further defined. The new library facility will be between 16,000 —
18,000 square feet, and will include a single level, below grade parking garage,
accommodating approximately 25-30 parking spaces serving library customers and staff.
The library’s main public and staff functions will be located at street level. The existing
library, a 3 level below grade structure, will be demolished.

Recommendation

Staff recommends that the Board authorize staff to work collaboratively with Hennepin
County to engage the community in concept design development for the portion of The Mall
directly north of the Walker Library property. This collaborative effort promotes interagency
partnerships and maximizes the connections of public spaces as directed in the Minneapolis
Park and Recreation Board’s 2007-2020 Comprehensive Plan. This collaboration has been
encouraged by the Walker Library CAC and three area neighborhoods. The process will
include three public meetings and be promoted through the Park Board and Hennepin
County’s existing communication methods, including web-sites, new releases and facebook.

Attachments
Attachment 1 — Proposed Timeline for Concept Design Development
Prepared by Jennifer Ringold, Manager of Public Engagement and Citywide Planning

Reviewed by: Don Siggelkow, Assistant Superintendent of Development Services
Approved by:  Jayne Miller, Superintendent



