
Resolution 2011-111

Resolution Authorizing Staff to Work Collaboratively with Hennepin County
to Engage the Community to Develop Concept Designs for the Portion of The Mall

that is North of the Walker Library Property, South of the Midtown Greenway,
West of Hennepin Avenue and East of the Eastern End of West 29th Street

Whereas, The Minneapolis Park & Recreation Board (Park Board) is the steward of Minneapolis
Parks;

Whereas, The Park Board is the fee owner of The Mall located north of the Walker Library which
is owned and operated by Hennepin County (County);

Whereas, The County is in the process of designing a new Walker Library and its property
surrounding the library and plans to begin construction sometime in 2012 or early 2013;

Whereas, The County proposes a joint planning process with the Park Board to consider how the
public spaces of the proposed Walker Library, a future rail transit station in the Midtown
Greenway, Hennepin Avenue, the Uptown Transit Station, and The Mall can be integrated; and

Whereas, The County will provide the funding that is limited to working with the community to
develop the initial concept design study for the area north of the Walker Library property, south
of the Midtown Greenway, west of Hennepin Avenue and east of the eastern end of West 29th

Street;

RESOLVED, That the Board authorize staff to work collaboratively with Hennepin County to
engage the community to develop concept designs for the portion of The Mall that is north of the
Walker Library Property, south of the Midtown Greenway, west of Hennepin Avenue and east of
the eastern end of West 29th Street;

RESOLVED, That the President and Secretary of the Board are authorized to take all necessary
administrative actions to implement this resolution.

Adopted by the Park & Recreation Board
In formal meeting assembled on June 15, 2011

John Erwin, President

Karen Robinson, Secretary
Approved:

R.T. Rybak, Mayor



TO: Planning Committee

FROM: Don Siggelkow, Assistant Superintendent for Development Services

DATE: June 1, 2011

SUBJECT: Resolution authorizing staff to work collaboratively with Hennepin County to
engage the community to develop concept designs for the portion of The Mall
that is north of the Walker Library property, south of the Midtown Greenway,
west of Hennepin Avenue and east of the eastern end of West 29th Street

Background

Hennepin County intends to construct a new Walker Library on the existing library site at
2880 Hennepin Avenue South in Minneapolis. An important objective defined in the Walker
Library Citizen Advisory Committee (CAC) Vision Statement was for the new library to be
connected to outdoor green space and amenities, including the Park Board’s property called
The Mall, the Midtown Greenway, Hennepin and Lagoon Avenues and the Uptown Transit
Station. Additionally, the East Calhoun Community Organization, Calhoun Area Resident
Action Group and Lowry Hill East Neighborhood Association have passed resolutions that
recommend “physical connections that seamlessly integrate the following four public places
should be thought through before changes to any of them move forward:

1. The proposed Walker Library,
2. A future rail transit station down in the Midtown Greenway,
3. Hennepin Avenue, and
4. The Mall”.

The Walker Library shares its north property line with the east end of the Park Board’s park,
The Mall. The Mali’s relationship to the library, Midtown Greenway, Hennepin Avenue and
the Uptown Transit Station presents an opportunity to create an improved public park
amenity with links to surrounding access points. A joint planning process is proposed, to be
carried out by the Park Board and Hennepin County, to study design options for this Park
Board parcel throughout the summer of 2011 (see Attachment 1 for tentative schedule).
Although funding is available for conceptual planning and restoring this area to its present
condition after construction of the new library, no funds have been identified to implement a
final design concept.

The new Walker Library will be a single purpose public library serving the surrounding
communities. Hennepin County held public meetings in 2009 to gather input and develop a
community based vision for the new library. Several listening and visioning sessions took
place providing opportunities for local residents, community organizations and businesses to



participate in discussions, vision exercises and surveys. The Walker Library CAC was
formed to help articulate the vision. A pre-design study was conducted to further
understand site and programmatic requirements for the library. A parking study was also
conducted during the pre-design phase. Based on findings from the pre-design study, the
project scope has been further defined. The new library facility will be between 16,000 -
18,000 square feet, and will include a single level, below grade parking garage,
accommodating approximately 25-30 parking spaces serving library customers and staff.
The library’s main public and staff functions will be located at street level. The existing
library, a 3 level below grade structure, will be demolished.

Recommendation

Staff recommends that the Board authorize staff to work collaboratively with Hennepin
County to engage the community in concept design development for the portion of The Mall
directly north of the Walker Library property. This collaborative effort promotes interagency
partnerships and maximizes the connections of public spaces as directed in the Minneapolis
Park and Recreation Board’s 2007-2020 Comprehensive Plan. This collaboration has been
encouraged by the Walker Library CAC and three area neighborhoods. The process will
include three public meetings and be promoted through the Park Board and Hennepin
County’s existing communication methods, including web-sites, new releases and facebook.

Attachments

Attachment 1 - Proposed Timeline for Concept Design Development

Prepared by Jennifer Ringold, Manager of Public Engagement and Citywide Planning
Reviewed by: Don Siggelkow, Assistant Superintendent of Development Services
Approved by: Jayne Miller, Superintendent


