
Resolution 2011-061
April 6, 2011

Offered by:

Seconded by:

RESOLUTION APPROVING STEERING COMMITTEE FOR MINNEAPOLIS
RIVERFRONT DEVELOPMENT INITIATIVE

Whereas, On October 13, 2010 the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board initiated
and oversaw the Minneapolis Riverfront Design Competition to identify a series of
riverfront improvements from the Stone Arch Bridge north to the Minneapolis City Limits;

Whereas, The winning design team was selected through the Design Competition and
the next phase of the project, the Minneapolis Riverfront Development Initiative (MRDI),
is beginning;

Whereas, The MRDI will result in the development of a) a framework for the 5.5 mile
stretch of the Mississippi Riverfront from the Stone Arch Bridge north to the city limits
and b) specific park projects within that 5.5 mile stretch;

Whereas, The MRDI will involve considerable public engagement and leadership to
develop the framework and specific park projects; and

Whereas, A Steering Committee is being established for the MRDI that will provide
community leadership and overall direction regarding the development of the framework
and specific park projects;

RESOLVED, That the Commissioners of the Minneapolis Park & Recreation Board
approve the attached appointments to the MRDI Steering Committee; and

RESOLVED, That the Commissioners of the Minneapolis Park & Recreation Board
allow the Superintendent and President to make appointment revisions to the Steering
Committee as deemed necessary.

Vote: Aye:

Nay:

Absent:.



Background Information

The Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board (MPRB) and The Minneapolis Parks
Foundation, The University of Minnesota College of Design and the Walker Art Center
partnered to conduct the Minneapolis Riverfront Design Competition (MRDC). The
Competition provided the Park Board and major stakeholders with a framework to
implement phased development of the Upper Riverfront over the next twenty to thirty
years.

Transition from Riverfront Design Competition to the Riverfront Development

The momentum, excitement and exposure of the opportunities created by the Upper
Riverfront Design Competition are driving the next steps of the process which is
implementation. This next phase is the transition phase called the Minneapolis
Riverfront Development Initiative (MRDI). The transition phase is scheduled to take 6
months from April 7, 2011 through September 30, 2011.

Community Engagement and Involvement

This phase of the MRDI will involve considerable public engagement and involvement.
The success of the Upper Riverfront will be establishing the vision, working in
partnerships and maintaining the momentum created by the plan. The MPRB will be
the agency responsible for leading this phase of the redevelopment of the Upper
Riverfront. The Board will be responsible for initiating, facilitating, educating, and
integrating the framework and project/s into Minneapolis with various partners.

A Steering Committee will be appointed by the Park Board. The Steering Committee will
represent influential civic and business leaders who will guide the development of a) a
framework for the 5.5 mile stretch of the Mississippi Riverfront from the Stone Arch
Bridge north to the city limits and b) specific park projects within that 5.5 mile stretch.
Members of the Steering Committee will be asked to do heavy lifting to assist in turning
the vision into reality. The role of the Steering Committee will be to work collaboratively
to:

•Identify short, medium and long-term project opportunities
•Prioritize projects
•Recommend potential partners
•Contribute to the development of implementation strategies
•Advise on possible resources including public finance strategies, new funding
partners locally and nationally, and private funding sources
•Counsel on land acquisition strategies
•Advocate for the initiative



Recommendation

Staff recommends appointment of the following individuals/agencies to the MRDI
Steering Committee. Staff also recommends that the Superintendent and President be
allowed to make appointment revisions as deemed necessary.

Susan Bennet, Board member
Cecily Hines, Executive Director
Andrew Blauvelt, Curator of Architecture & Design
Olga Viso, Director
Bob Bruininks, President
Tom Fisher, Dean, College of Design

Minneapolis Parks Foundation
Minneapolis Parks Foundation
Walker Art Center
Walker Art Center
University of Minnesota
University of Minnesota

MPRB Commissioner
MPRB Commissioner
MPRB Commissioner
MPRB Superintendent

Bob Fine
Liz Wielinski
Jon Olson
Jayne Miller

Mayor, City of Minneapolis
City Council Member
City Council Member
City Council Member
City Council Member

R.T. Rybak
Diane Hofsteade
Barbara Johnson, President
Kevin Reich
Don Samuels

Hennepin County Commissioner
Hennepin County Commissioner
Hennepin County Commissioner

Mike Opat
Mark Stenglein
Peter McLaughlin

State Senator
State Representative
State Representative
State Representative
State Representative
State Representative

Linda Higgins
Bobby Jo Champion
Phyllis Kahn
Diane Loeffler
Larry Pogemiller
Joe Mullery

American Society of Landscape Architects Craig Wilson, Chapter President-Elect
Mike Christenson
Paul Adelmann, Government Relations Manager
Susan Haigh, Chair
Kaywin Feldman, Director
Bernadeia johnson, superintendent
Executive Director

Minnesota Recreation & Park Association Michelle Snider, Executive Director
Courtland Nelson, Parks Director
TBD
Paul Labovitz, Superintendent
Patrick Seeb, CEO
Chris Gears, Superintendent
TBD

CPED
Excel Energy
Metropolitan Council
Minneapolis Institute of Arts
Minneapolis Public Schools
Minnesota Historical Society

MN DNR
Minnesota Department of Transportation
Mississippi Natl River & Recreation Area
St. Paul Riverfront Corporation
Three Rivers Park District
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers



Watershed District(s) Representative(s) TBD

David Wilson
Bill McGuire
TBD
TBD
TBD
Al Swintek, Government Relations
Jody Dell
Amy Fields
Mark Addicks
TBD
Jacques Brunswick, Chief Administrative Officer
Ralph Strangis, Founding Member
TBD
Melvin Tennant
Tom Meyer, Founding Principal
David Norback, President and Corporate Principal
John Griffin

Accenture

Burlington Northern Santa Fe
Canadian Pacific
Cargill
CenterPoint Energy
Coloplast
Downtown Minneapolis Eastside Coop
General Mills
Graco
Guthrie Theatre
KSK
LaFarge
Meet Minneapolis
MS&R
RSP Architects
Target Corporation

Liaison to Steering-Advisory-Technical Committees
Minneapolis Riverfront Partnership Cordelia Pierson

Prepared by: Jayne Miller, Superintendent



Whereas, the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board seeks to ensure that recreational opportunities
are available for persons with disabilities and has affirmed this in our Comprehensive Plan;

Whereas, the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board provides mooring buoys for recreational sailors
and sailboats for a fee on Lake Harriet, Lake Calhoun and Lake Nokomis;

Whereas, the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board expects to increase its revenue from sailboat
buoys by $18,500 in 2011;

Whereas, the Minnesota Adaptive Sailing program in partnership with the Courage Center and Lake
Harriet Yacht Club provides quality sailing instruction and opportunities for individuals with physical
disabilities;

Whereas, the Minnesota Adaptive Sailing program is the only program in Minneapolis providing people
with disabilities the opportunity to experience recreational and therapeutic sailing;

Whereas, the Minnesota Adaptive Sailing program in partnership with Courage Center and Lake Harriet
Yacht Club serves 13 individuals regularly and 55 individuals throughout the summer with physical
disabilities.

Whereas, The Minnesota Adaptive Sailing program is unique in that it doesn't provide boat rides but
rather teaches independence and shares with all interested parties our passion for sailing.

Whereas, the Minnesota Adaptive Sailing is operated through the contributions of local individuals,
volunteers, businesses and organizations;

And Whereas, the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board wishes to contribute to the success of
Minnesota Adaptive Sailing program;

Now therefore be it resolved that the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board instructs its staff to
provide an in-kind donation of the use of two sailboat buoys on Lake Harriet for the 2011sailing season
to the Courage Center for Minnesota Adaptive Sailing's exclusive programmatic use in exchange for
Minnesota Adaptive Sailing waiving potential fees of participants referred to them through the
Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board up to the value of the in-kind donation.

Be it further resolved that the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board authorizes staff to allow
Minnesota Adaptive Sailing staff to select the location of these buoys prior to the general buoy lottery to

allow for greatest ease of access to those with physical disabilities.



TO: Full Board

FROM: Resolution introduced by Commissioner Brad Bourn

April 6, 2011DATE:

SUBJECT: Resolution to approve an in-kind donation for the use of two sailboat buoys on
Lake Harriet for the 2011 sailing season to the Courage Center for Minnesota
Adaptive Sailing’s exclusive programmatic use and to allow Minnesota Adaptive
Sailing staff to select the location of these buoys prior to the general buoy lottery
to allow for greatest ease of access to those with physical disabilities.

Background

The Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board seeks to ensure that recreational opportunities are
available for persons with disabilities and has affirmed this in our Comprehensive Plan.

In 2010, the Board approved a 10-12.5% increase the permit fee for mooring buoys on
Minneapolis lakes. This increase was one of the only recreational permit increases passed by the
Board and will likely result in increased revenues of $18,500 for the MPRB. In addition to
supporting the general fund, this increase was supported to allow investment in customer service
and opportunity for recreational sailors of all abilities.

Our in-house MPRB Sailing program has extremely limited capacity to serve individuals with
physical barriers and the cost associated with delivering an appropriate service level would likely
far exceed $10,000 in fleet acquisition, special rigging and staff training.

In exchange for an in-kind donation of the use of two sailboat buoys on Lake Harriet, Minnesota
Adaptive Sailing has agreed to waive up to $900.00 in participant fees (the value of the in-kind
donation) for individuals referred through the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board Sailing
Program.



The Minnesota Adaptive Sailing program in partnership with the Courage Center and Lake
Harriet Yacht Club provides quality sailing instruction and opportunities for individuals with
physical disabilities and is the only program in Minneapolis providing people with disabilities
the opportunity to experience recreational and therapeutic sailing; they serve 13 individuals
regularly and 55 individuals throughout the summer with physical disabilities, this program is
unique in that it doesn’t provide boat rides but rather teaches and shares with all interested
parties our passion for sailing.

The Minnesota Adaptive Sailing is operated through the contributions of local individuals,
volunteers, businesses and organizations. Until 2011, operating costs for Minnesota Adaptive
Sailing were supported in large part through a $5,000 grant from the Best Buy Foundation.

Until 2011, Minnesota Adaptive Sailing has provided this experience free of charge to its 70
participants. Due to increase maintenance cost of their fleet and the loss of foundation funding,
Minnesota Adaptive Sailing will likely begin charging a $100 administrative fee for participants
in 2011.

Approving the accompanying resolution is an excellent and cost effective way for the
Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board to ensure that individuals with physical barriers have
access to recreational activities in our parks.


