
Resolution 2011-042
March 16 2011

Offered by:

Seconded by:

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING APPROVAL OF O.P. 7399 FOR $625,000 OF TREE
REMOVAL AND $375,000 OF STUMP GRINDING FOR AN ESTIMATED TOTAL

EXPENDITURE OF $1,000,000 TO BE USED AS NEEDED THROUGH THE PERIOD
ENDING MARCH 31, 2012, ALL IN ACCORDANCE WITH SPECIFICATIONS.

WHEREAS, the Minneapolis Park & Recreation Board’s (MPRB) Forestry Division is the
steward of the Minneapolis urban forest; and

WHEREAS, the MPRB has been successfully slowing the spread of Dutch Elm Disease within
Minneapolis by adhering to a program of “Sanitation Removal” for nearly 50; and

WHEREAS, the MPRB regularly enforces the removal of diseased Elm trees that are growing
on private property; and

WHEREAS, in February 2010 the first infestation of the invasive exotic insect called Emerald
Ash Borer was confirmed within the City of Minneapolis; and

WHEREAS, Emerald Ash Borer has the potential to destroy one fifth of the City’s tree canopy
cover; and

WHEREAS, stump grinding is an integral component of the site preparation that is needed to
plant new trees;

NOW THEREFORE, be it resolved by the Commissioners of the Minneapolis Park &
Recreation Board as follows:

The Board approves O.P. # 7399 for the amount of $1,000,000 in accordance with
specifications.

Vote: Aye:

Nay:

Absent:



BACKGROUND INFORMATION:

As part of the program to control the spread of Dutch Elm Disease (DED) during 2011, the
Forestry Division will be contracting the removal of an estimated 2,000 to 5,000 diseased elm
trees from primarily private properties in Minneapolis. These are trees that have been
condemned due to having DED. They are contractually removed upon the request of property
owners or because property owners have not removed their tree by a specific date. Contractors
submit bids for tree removal based on the trunk diameter of the tree. Every effort is made to
utilize the contractors that have provided the lowest and best bid. These removal costs are
later recouped through property tax assessments.

With the discovery of Emerald Ash Borer (EAB) in Minneapolis during 2010, it is possible
that private ash trees will be condemned in an effort to slow the spread of EAB. The MPRB
updated tree related ordinances in anticipation of this possibility. If it is determined that
private ash trees need to be condemned, contractual removals will be utilized as they have
been for elm removals.

In addition to contracted removals on private property, the Forestry Division occasionally
contracts the removal of public trees. These are trees that are in a location or of a condition
that poses a significant liability and/or hazard for the individuals working on them.

O.P. 7399 also provides for contracted stump grinding. This work will continue throughout
most of the year and focuses on removing the backlog of stumps from boulevards and parks.
Stump grinding bids are based on the number of surface inches ground to a specified depth.
The 2011 budget for public stump removal is over $300,000. In recent years the bid prices
have been relatively low which has allowed for significant stump grinding. There are nearly
3000 stumps to grind citywide with new stumps being added annually. Factors such as
location and accessibility of stumps plus the depth of the grind affect the quantity removed.
During 2011 the Forestry Division expects to be able to grind the boulevard stumps that were
created during 2010.



RESOLUTION NUMBER: 2011-042

PROJECT MANAGER: Ralph Sievert, Director of Forestry

NAME OF PROJECT: O.P. # 7399-Tree and Stump Removal

LOCATION: MPRB parks and boulevards throughout the City

DIVISION OF MPRB: Forestry

Urban Forest maintenanceTYPE OF PROJECT:

WHY IS THIS ACTION NECESSARY?
To allow for the contractual removal of elm trees from private property as needed to control
the spread of Dutch Elm Disease. To allow for the contractual removal of private ash trees
that are infested with Emerald Ash Borer if necessary. To provide for the grinding of stumps
that are located in parks or on boulevards.

REQUESTED ACTION:

Contractor Names: Determined after bids are received

• Have these Contractors ever had a previous contract with the MPRB?
Yes, many contractors have had contracts in the past. New contractors are
regularly added to the list of those used.

• Is this Contractor a MBE or WBE? TBD
• Service provided by Contractor (i.e. Planning, Engineering, Construction, Land

Acquisition, Programming, Other): Tree and Stump Removal
• Amount of Request: $625,000 for tree removal and $375,000 for stump removal.
• If Service is Construction, please answer bid questions: not construction

FUNDING/COST SUMMARY:

Amount of Request:
$1 million through 3/31/2012: $625,000 for tree removals & $375,000 for stump
grinding.

How much was budgeted in the current year for this project?
Stump removal: $306,000
Tree Removal: not budgeted as these funds are recovered via property taxes.

Is this request within the current year's budget approved by the board? Yes.
• If not, what is the amount of the amendment being requested? N/A
• What is the source of the amendment amount? N/A
• After this contract, how much of the current year budget will remain? N/A


