Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board
Regular Meeting

Mary Merrill Minneapolis
Park and Recreation Board
Headquarters - Board Room

Minneapolis, MN 55411

www.minneapolisparks.org

Wednesday, July 1, 2026 - 5:00 PM

~ Agenda ~

Meeting Times are subject to change based on discussion from previous meetings.

President

President Tom Olsen

Vice President

Vice President Kedar Deshpande
Commissioners

Commissioner District 6 Cathy Abene
Commissioner District 5 Kay Carvajal Moran
Commissioner District 1 Dan Engelhart
Commissioner At Large Meg Forney
Commissioner At Large Amber A. Frederick
Commissioner District 4 Jason Garcia
Commissioner District 2 Charles Rucker

I. CALL TO ORDER
Il. APPROVAL OF AGENDA

.1
APPROVAL OF AGENDA

lll. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

I.2.

D 2026-77

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES OF JUNE 17, 2026

IV. CLOSED SESSION

NO ITEMS

V. REPORTS OF OFFICERS
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VI. REPORTS OF APPOINTEES TO OUTSIDE BOARDS, COMMISSIONS OR COMMITTEES

VII. 5:30 p.m. OPEN TIME

VIII. Public Hearing

IX. CONSENT BUSINESS

1X.3. Resolution 2026-125
RESOLUTION APPROVING A MORANDUM OF AGREEMENT TEMPLATE FOR AN ADDITIONAL
2026 FLOATING HOLIDAY DEVELOPED THROUGH COALITION BARGAINNING WITH LABOR
REPRESENTATIVES

IX.A. REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES

NO ITEMS

IX.B. Planning Committee

IX.B.4 Resolution 2026-117
RESOLUTION APPROVING A LAND EXCHANGE WITH THE ANIMAL HUMANE SOCIETY
REGARDING PROPERTY AT THEODORE WIRTH REGIONAL PARK TO BETTER ALIGN
PROPERTY FOR USABLE PARKLAND

IX.C. Administration and Finance Committee

IX.C.5 Resolution 2026-113
RESOLUTION APPROVING 2027-2030 STRATEGIC DIRECTIONS AND PERFORMANCE GOALS
AND ADOPTING PRIORITY STRATEGIES FROM PARKS FOR ALL, MINNEAPOLIS PARK AND
RECREATION BOARD COMPREHENSIVE PLAN 2021-2036 FOR THE SAME FOUR-YEAR TIME
PERIOD

IX.D. Recreation Committee

NO ITEMS

IX.E. Operations and Environment Committee

NO ITEMS
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IX.F. Legislative and Inter-Governmental Committee

NO ITEMS

X. Standards and Conduct Committee

NO ITEMS
XIl. Employee Relations Committee
XIl. UNFINISHED BUSINESS
XIll. NEW BUSINESS
XIV. PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS
XIV.6. PC 2026-27
2026 MPRB REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS (RFP) FOR GENERAL COUNSEL LEGAL SERVICES

OVERVIEW

XV. ADJOURNMENT
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Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board

Regular Meeting

Mary Merrill Minneapolis
Park and Recreation
Board Headquarters -

Board Room

Minneapolis, MN 55411

www.minneapolisparks.org

~ Minutes ~

Wednesday, June 17, 2026 - 5:02 PM

. CALL TO ORDER

President Olsen called the meeting to order.

Present:

President Tom Olsen
Vice President Kedar Deshpande
Commissioner District 6 Cathy Abene
Commissioner District 5 Kay Carvajal Moran
Commissioner District 1 Dan Engelhart
Commissioner At Large Meg Forney
Commissioner At Large Amber A. Frederick
Commissioner District 4 Jason Garcia
Commissioner District 2 Charles Rucker

Il. APPROVAL OF AGENDA

1.

VOTING

Motion by: Garcia, Jason
Second by: Rucker, Charles

Approval of Agenda

Agenda approved as amended add Resolution 2026-110

COMMISSIONERS

YES

NO

ABSTAIN

ABSENT

RECUSE

Olsen, Tom
Deshpande, Kedar
Forney, Meg
Frederick, Amber A.
Engelhart, Dan
Rucker, Charles
Garcia, Jason
Carvajal Moran, Kay
Abene, Cathy

XXX XXX XXX

lll. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

.2.

VOTING

Regular Meeting Minutes of June 3, 2026
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Motion by: Forney, Meg
Second by: Garcia, Jason

COMMISSIONERS YES NO ABSTAIN ABSENT RECUSE

Olsen, Tom
Deshpande, Kedar
Forney, Meg
Frederick, Amber A.
Engelhart, Dan
Rucker, Charles
Garcia, Jason
Carvajal Moran, Kay
Abene, Cathy

XXX XXX XXX

IV. CLOSED SESSION

V. REPORTS OF OFFICERS

VI. REPORTS OF APPOINTEES TO OUTSIDE BOARDS, COMMISSIONS OR
COMMITTEES

VII. 5:30 p.m. OPEN TIME

VIII. Public Hearing

IX. CONSENT BUSINESS

IX.3. RESOLUTION AWARDING A CONSTRUCTION CONTRACT TO
MCLAFFERTY CONTRACTING GROUP, LLC. FOR THE AMOUNT OF
$1,495,085.22 FOR TRAIL IMPROVEMENTS WITHIN THEODORE
WIRTH REGIONAL PARK, LOCATED WITHIN THE NORTH SERVICE
AREA, BID EVENT MPLMN NO. 4074, PENDING APPROVAL BY CITY
OF MINNEAPOLIS FINANCE AND PROPERTY SERVICES -
PROCUREMENT DIVISION AND MINNEAPOLIS CIVIL RIGHTS
DEPARTMENT AND AUTHORIZING ADMINISTRATIVE USE OF A 10%
CONSTRUCTION CONTINGENCY UP TO $149,508.52 FOR
NECESSARY CONSTRUCTION CHANGE ORDERS THAT MAY ARISE
WITH THE CONTRACT

Resolution 2026-116 was removed from the Consent Agenda and considered

under separate motion.
VOTING

Motion by: Abene, Cathy
Second by: Forney, Meg

COMMISSIONERS YES NO ABSTAIN ABSENT RECUSE
Olsen, Tom X
Deshpande, Kedar X
Forney, Meg X
Frederick, Amber A. X
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Engelhart, Dan
Rucker, Charles
Garcia, Jason
Carvajal Moran, Kay
Abene, Cathy

XX X X X

IX.4.

VOTING

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AMENDMENT NO. 2 TO AGREEMENT C-
44294 WITH THE CITY OF MINNEAPOLIS FOR 911/EMERGENCY
SERVICES CALL-TAKING, DISPATCH, AND COMPUTER AIDED
DISPATCH SERVICES AND SUPPORT FOR AN ADDITIONAL FEE OF
$138,630 THROUGH DECEMBER 31, 2028, FOR A NEW TOTAL
AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $408,173.62

Motion by: Forney, Meg
Second by: Abene, Cathy

COMMISSIONERS

YES NO ABSTAIN ABSENT RECUSE

Olsen, Tom
Deshpande, Kedar
Forney, Meg
Frederick, Amber A.
Engelhart, Dan
Rucker, Charles
Garcia, Jason
Carvajal Moran, Kay
Abene, Cathy

XXX XXX XXX

IX.5.

VOTING

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING CONTRACT WITH MINNESOTA STATE
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY (MNIT) FOR INCIDENT RESPONSE
SERVICES (CROWDSTRIKE) RELATED TO A DATA BREACH WHICH
OCCURRED ON NOVEMBER 20, 2024 WITH TOTAL CONTRACT NOT
TO EXCEED $86,460 WITH AN OPTION TO RENEW FOR AN
ADDITIONAL TWO YEARS

Motion by: Forney, Meg
Second by: Abene, Cathy

COMMISSIONERS

YES NO ABSTAIN ABSENT RECUSE

Olsen, Tom
Deshpande, Kedar
Forney, Meg
Frederick, Amber A.
Engelhart, Dan
Rucker, Charles
Garcia, Jason
Carvajal Moran, Kay
Abene, Cathy

XXX XXX XXX

IX.A. REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES
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IX.B. Planning Committee

IX.B.6.

VOTING

Motion to Amend RESOLUTION DIRECTING THE SUPERINTENDENT TO
INITIATE A PROCESS TO DECOMMISSION THE MINNEHAHA OFF-
LEASH RECREATION AREA IN ADVANCE OF THE SCHEDULED
MINNEHAHA REGIONAL PARK LONG-TERM PLAN UPDATE

Motion to amend as included in the agenda background document and placed on
file "Proposed Amendment to 6-17-26 Resolution 2026-114 Submitted by

Commissioner Abene"

Motion to amend failed on a roll call vote.

Motion by: Abene, Cathy
Second by: Rucker, Charles

COMMISSIONERS

YES O ABSTAIN ABSENT RECUSE

Olsen, Tom
Deshpande, Kedar
Forney, Meg
Frederick, Amber A.
Engelhart, Dan
Rucker, Charles
Garcia, Jason
Carvajal Moran, Kay
Abene, Cathy

X

XX XXX Xz

IX.B.6.1.

VOTING

Motion to suspend the rules for the purpose of amending Resolution 2026-
114

Motion to suspend the rules approved on a roll call vote.

Motion by: Olsen, Tom
Second by: Garcia, Jason

COMMISSIONERS

YES NO ABSTAIN ABSENT RECUSE

Olsen, Tom
Deshpande, Kedar
Forney, Meg
Frederick, Amber A.
Engelhart, Dan
Rucker, Charles
Garcia, Jason
Carvajal Moran, Kay
Abene, Cathy

XX XXX XXX
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IX.B.6.2.

VOTING

Motion to Amend RESOLUTION DIRECTING THE SUPERINTENDENT TO

INITIATE A PROCESS TO DECOMMISSION THE MINNEHAHA OFF-
LEASH RECREATION AREA IN ADVANCE OF THE SCHEDULED
MINNEHAHA REGIONAL PARK LONG-TERM PLAN UPDATE

Motion to amend Resolution 2026-114 as follows: RESOLVED, That the Board of
Commissioners directs development of a plan to decommission the existing off-
leash recreation area at Minnehaha Regional Park in the Mni Owe Sni Traditional
Cultural Place at the earliest practicable date, (Remove: but) (Insert: with)
(Remove: not later than) (Insert: implementation to occur by no later than)
December 31, 2026, with such plan for decommissioning being in place prior to
establishment of a new long-term plan for Minnehaha Regional Park;

Motion to amend Resolution 2026-114 approved on a voice vote.

Motion by: Garcia, Jason
Second by: Forney, Meg

COMMISSIONERS

YES NO ABSTAIN ABSENT RECUSE

Olsen, Tom
Deshpande, Kedar
Forney, Meg
Frederick, Amber A.
Engelhart, Dan
Rucker, Charles
Garcia, Jason
Carvajal Moran, Kay
Abene, Cathy

XX XXX XXX

IX.B.6.3.

VOTING

RESOLUTION DIRECTING THE SUPERINTENDENT TO INITIATE A
PROCESS TO DECOMMISSION THE MINNEHAHA OFF-LEASH
RECREATION AREA IN ADVANCE OF THE SCHEDULED MINNEHAHA
REGIONAL PARK LONG-TERM PLAN UPDATE

Resolution 2026-114 approved as amended on a voice vote.

Motion by: Garcia, Jason
Second by: Engelhart, Dan

COMMISSIONERS

YES NO ABSTAIN ABSENT RECUSE

Olsen, Tom
Deshpande, Kedar
Forney, Meg
Frederick, Amber A.
Engelhart, Dan
Rucker, Charles
Garcia, Jason
Carvajal Moran, Kay
Abene, Cathy

XXX XX XXX

IX.C. Administration and Finance Committee
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IX.C.7.

VOTING

RESOLUTION APPROVING A CONSTRUCTION COOPERATIVE
AGREEMENT BETWEEN HENNEPIN COUNTY AND THE MINNEAPOLIS
PARK AND RECREATION BOARD FOR THE MULTI-USE TRAIL ALONG
GOLDEN VALLEY ROAD ON THE NORTH SIDE OF NORTH COMMONS
PARK

Motion by: Forney, Meg
Second by: Abene, Cathy

COMMISSIONERS

YES NO ABSTAIN ABSENT RECUSE

Olsen, Tom
Deshpande, Kedar
Forney, Meg
Frederick, Amber A.
Engelhart, Dan
Rucker, Charles
Garcia, Jason
Carvajal Moran, Kay
Abene, Cathy

XX XX XXX XX

IX.C.8.

VOTING

RESOLUTION APPROVING THE FUNDRAISING AGREEMENT
BETWEEN THE MINNEAPOLIS PARK AND RECREATION BOARD AND
THE FRIENDS OF THE WILDFLOWER GARDEN FOR FUNDRAISING
ACTIVITIES INTENDED TO SUPPORT CONSTRUCTION OF A COUNCIL
RING GATHERING AREA AS PART OF THE ENTRANCE RENOVATION
PROJECT AT ELOISE BUTLER WILDFLOWER GARDEN AND BIRD
SANCTUARY WITHIN THEODORE WIRTH REGIONAL PARK

Motion by: Forney, Meg
Second by: Olsen, Tom

COMMISSIONERS

YES NO ABSTAIN ABSENT RECUSE

Olsen, Tom
Deshpande, Kedar
Forney, Meg
Frederick, Amber A.
Engelhart, Dan
Rucker, Charles
Garcia, Jason
Carvajal Moran, Kay
Abene, Cathy

XXX XXX XXX

IX.C.9.

VOTING

RESOLUTION DIRECTING CONSIDERATION OF FEE EXCEPTIONS
FOR TRADITIONAL CULTURAL PRACTICES WITHIN THE
MINNEAPOLIS PARK AND RECREATION SYSTEM DURING THE
SCHEDULED FIVE-YEAR REVIEW OF THE POLICIES AND GUIDELINES
GOVERNING THE USE OF THE PARK SYSTEM

Motion by: Forney, Meg
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Second by: Carvajal Moran, Kay

COMMISSIONERS YES NO ABSTAIN ABSENT RECUSE

Olsen, Tom
Deshpande, Kedar
Forney, Meg
Frederick, Amber A.
Engelhart, Dan
Rucker, Charles
Garcia, Jason
Carvajal Moran, Kay
Abene, Cathy

XXX XXX XXX

IX.C.10. RESOLUTION APPROVING A FIVE-YEAR CONTRACT WITH PERFECT
MIND DBA XPLOR TECHNOLOGIES FOR RECREATION MANAGEMENT
SOFTWARE SERVICES WITH A TOTAL CONTRACT AMOUNT OF
$409,100

VOTING

Motion by: Forney, Meg
Second by: Abene, Cathy

COMMISSIONERS YES NO ABSTAIN ABSENT RECUSE

Olsen, Tom
Deshpande, Kedar
Forney, Meg
Frederick, Amber A.
Engelhart, Dan
Rucker, Charles
Garcia, Jason
Carvajal Moran, Kay
Abene, Cathy

XXX XXX XXX

IX.D. Recreation Committee

IX.E. Operations and Environment Committee

IX.F. Legislative and Inter-Governmental Committee

X. Standards and Conduct Committee

XI. Employee Relations Committee

XIl. UNFINISHED BUSINESS

XII.11. Resolutions
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XIl.12.

VOTING

RESOLUTION APPROVING AN UPDATE TO THE MEMORANDUM OF
UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN THE CITY OF MINNEAPOLIS AND
MINNEAPOLIS PARK AND RECREATION BOARD FOR THE CREATION
OF A PARK AT THE NEW NICOLLET (FORMER KMART) SITE AT 10
AND 30 WEST LAKE STREET IN MINNEAPOLIS

Motion by: Forney, Meg
Second by: Frederick, Amber A.

COMMISSIONERS

YES NO ABSTAIN ABSENT RECUSE

Olsen, Tom
Deshpande, Kedar
Forney, Meg
Frederick, Amber A.
Engelhart, Dan
Rucker, Charles
Garcia, Jason
Carvajal Moran, Kay
Abene, Cathy

XXX XXX XXX

X11.13.

VOTING

RESOLUTION APPROVING AN ASSIGNMENT AND ASSUMPTION
AGREEMENT WITH THE CITY OF MINNEAPOLIS AND GREEN CITIES
ACCORD, AN AMENDED AND RESTATED DONATION AGREEMENT
FOR DOWNTOWN EAST COMMONS ENHANCEMENTS (THE
COMMONS) WITH GREEN CITIES ACCORD, AND TERMINATING A
MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING AND A GROUND LEASE
BETWEEN THE MINNEAPOLIS PARK AND RECREATION BOARD AND
THE CITY OF MINNEAPOLIS, ALL RELATED TO THE COMMONS, A
PART OF THE MINNEAPOLIS NEIGHBORHOOD PARK SYSTEM

Motion by: Garcia, Jason
Second by: Abene, Cathy

COMMISSIONERS

YES NO ABSTAIN ABSENT RECUSE

Olsen, Tom
Deshpande, Kedar
Forney, Meg
Frederick, Amber A.
Engelhart, Dan
Rucker, Charles
Garcia, Jason
Carvajal Moran, Kay
Abene, Cathy

XXX XXX XXX

XI1.14.

XI1.15.

Discussion Items

2027-2028 BUDGET - MAXIMUM PROPERTY TAX LEVY
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XIll. NEW BUSINESS

XIV. PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS

XIV.16.

XIV.A17.

X1V.18.

XIV.19.

X1V.20.

XIV.21.

President Olsen announced that he has appointed all nine Commissioners
to serve as June 17, 2026 Administration & Finance Committee members.

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT ASSESSMENT FOR CLAY TENNIS
COURTS AT 32ND AVE./46TH STREET WITHIN MINNEHAHA PARKWAY
REGIONAL TRAIL

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT ASSESSMENT FOR NOKOMIS TENNIS
COURTS

MINNEAPOLIS PARK & RECREATION BOARD ACTIVE PROFESSIONAL
SERVICE AGREEMENTS 6-4-2026

The Time being 8:18pm President Olsen Recessed the Regular meeting for
the purpose of convening the Planning Committee.

The Time being 8:38pm President Olsen Reconvened the Regular meeting.

XV. ADJOURNMENT

Adjourned at 8:40 PM

Respectfully submitted,
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Resolution 2026-125

RESOLUTION APPROVING A MORANDUM OF AGREEMENT TEMPLATE FOR AN ADDITIONAL
2026 FLOATING HOLIDAY DEVELOPED THROUGH COALITION BARGAINNING WITH LABOR
REPRESENTATIVES

Whereas, The Minneapolis Park & Recreation Board (MPRB) is the steward of Minneapolis Parks;
Whereas, MPRB is party to nine (9) collective bargaining agreements;

Whereas, MPRB wishes to provide a one-time, additional floating holiday (or the equivalent) in
2026 to acknowledge staff for their work during unprecedented circumstances at the beginning

of 2026;

Whereas, A coalition of labor representatives met and negotiated with MPRB staff over certain
issues relating to providing an additional floating holiday in 2026;

Whereas, MPRB staff representatives and the labor representatives reached a tentative
agreement on June 25, 2026; and

Whereas, This resolution is supported in Parks for All, the MPRB Comprehensive Plan 2021-2036,
which sets goal 8 “Cultivate a thriving workforce;”

RESOLVED, That the Board of Commissioners approves a memorandum of agreement template
for an additional 2026 floating holiday developed through coalition bargaining with labor
representatives; and

RESOLVED, That the President and Secretary of the Board are authorized to take all necessary
administrative actions to implement this resolution.
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TO: Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board
FROM: Jennifer Ringold, Deputy Superintendent
DATE: July 1, 2026

SUBIJECT: RESOLUTION APPROVING A MORANDUM OF AGREEMENT TEMPLATE FOR AN
ADDITIONAL 2026 FLOATING HOLIDAY DEVELOPED THROUGH COALITION
BARGAINNING WITH LABOR REPRESENTATIVES

BACKGROUND

This resolution considers approving a Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) template
(Attachment A) for a one-time, additional 2026 floating holiday (or the equivalent).

The MOA template was developed through coalition bargaining with the labor representatives
with the intent of acknowledging staff for their work during unprecedented circumstances at the
beginning of 2026. Representatives from all unions that represent MPRB employees were invited
to participate in the coalition bargaining.

If approved, staff will be able to request use of an additional floating holiday after July 12, 2026
through December 12, 2026, and the MPRB would provide notice to employees of this
opportunity in the week of July 6. Additionally, if approved, the Superintendent will extend this
one-time, additional floating holiday to certified non-represented and appointed employees.
RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends that the Board of Commissioners approve a memorandum of agreement
template for an additional 2026 floating holiday developed through coalition bargaining with

labor representatives.

This action is supported by the following goals and strategies in Parks for All, the MPRB
Comprehensive Plan 2021-2036.

Attachments:

1. Attachment A - MOA Additional 2026 Floating Holiday

Jbr 7.1.2026.



MINNEAPOLIS PARK AND RECREATION BOARD
and
<<INSERT NAME OF UNION>>

MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT
Coalition Bargaining
2026 Additional Floating Holiday

WHEREAS, the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board (“Employer”) and <<insert
name of union>> (“Union”) are parties to a collective bargaining agreement that is presently in
effect (“the Labor Agreement”); and

WHEREAS, a coalition of labor representatives met and negotiated over certain issues
relating to the Employer’s interest in providing an additional floating holiday in 2026; and

WHEREAS, the Employer is interested in acknowledging staff for their work during
unprecedented circumstances at the beginning of 2026; and

WHEREAS, the Employer and the labor representatives reached a tentative agreement
on June 25, 2026; and

WHEREAS, the Employer and Union mutually desire to implement the Tentative
Agreement reached in coalition bargaining;

NOW, THEREFORE, the Employer and the Union hereby agree as follows:

Floating Holiday

a. Amendment to Labor Agreement. The Labor Agreement shall be amended to add

this MOA.

b. Summary of Terms. The terms are summarized as follows:

1. One-time addition of a floating holiday consisting of eight (8) hours for a
regular full-time certified employee and five (5) hours for a regular part-time
certified employees to be used by December 12, 2026 (last day of the payroll
year). One-time addition of eight (8) hours of compensatory time for certified

seasonals to be used prior to their seasonal layoff date for 2026.

ii.  Employee must receive supervisor permission in advance to use the floating

holiday. Floating holidays shall be used in a single day.



iii.  The floating holiday does not carry over to 2027 if unused nor will it be paid
out if the employee does not use it before leaving the Employer.

iv.  Floating holiday will be available for employees to request to use starting July
12, 2026.

Expiration of MOA

a. Employer and Union acknowledge that this MOA expires on December 12, 2026.

FOR THE MINNEAPOLIS: FOR THE UNION:
PARK AND RECREATION BOARD

Jennifer Ringold Date <<insert name>> Date
Board Secretary Business Manager

Tom Olsen Date

President
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Resolution 2026-117

RESOLUTION APPROVING A LAND EXCHANGE WITH THE ANIMAL HUMANE SOCIETY
REGARDING PROPERTY AT THEODORE WIRTH REGIONAL PARK TO BETTER ALIGN PROPERTY
FOR USABLE PARKLAND

Whereas, The Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board (MPRB) was created by the Minnesota
Legislature in April 1883 and has the authority to manage and operate park facilities;

Whereas, MPRB is the fee title owner of property in Theodore Wirth Regional Park (Wirth Park),
located in both Golden Valley and Minneapolis, Minnesota;

Whereas, An adjacent property owner, the Animal Humane Society (AHS), wishes to acquire a
portion of Wirth Park to accomplish its redevelopment plans;

Whereas, AHS also owns other land immediately adjacent to and surrounded by Wirth Park,
which is more advantageous for the MPRB to use as parkland;

Whereas, MPRB parcel desired by AHS and the AHS parcel that it does not need are nearly the
same size, except the land parcel owned by AHS is slightly larger;

Whereas, MPRB staff have reviewed a proposal to exchange these two parcels, and have
consulted with the Metropolitan Council regarding impacts on the Regional Park and Trail system;

Whereas, Though the acquisition of the AHS parcel is not specifically called for in the adopted
Theodore Wirth Regional Park Plan, acquiring it would create a more legible boundary for the
park and would create more contiguous park space than currently exists in this vicinity;

Whereas, In consideration of the mutual benefits to both parties, MPRB and AHS wish to execute
a land exchange to further the goals of each organization; and

Whereas, This resolution is supported in Parks for All, the MPRB Comprehensive Plan 2021-2036,
under Goal 2: “Steward a continuum of nature and recreation;”

RESOLVED, That the Board of Commissioners approves a land exchange with the Animal Humane
Society regarding property at Theodore Wirth Regional Park to better align property for usable
parkland; and

RESOLVED, That the President of the Board and Secretary to the Board are authorized to take all
necessary administrative actions to implement this resolution.
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TO: Planning Committee
FROM: Michael Schroeder, Assistant Superintendent, Planning
DATE: 6/17/2026

SUBIJECT: RESOLUTION APPROVING A LAND EXCHANGE WITH THE ANIMAL HUMANE
SOCIETY REGARDING PROPERTY AT THEODORE WIRTH REGIONAL PARK TO
BETTER ALIGN PROPERTY FOR USABLE PARKLAND

BACKGROUND

This action considers the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board (MPRB) approving a land
exchange with the Animal Humane Society (AHS) regarding property at Theodore Wirth Regional
Park to better align property for usable parkland.

MPRB is the fee title owner of the land at 1251 Theodore Wirth Parkway, Golden Valley, MN,
being part of Theodore Wirth Regional Park and including property immediately adjacent to and
east of 845 Meadow Lane North, Golden Valley MN 55422, owned by AHS. The portion of MPRB
property proposed to be transferred to AHS is a narrow strip immediately adjacent to and east
of the AHS parking lot. Historically and currently, it has been used by AHS for parking without an
MPRB license. The land is currently occupied by concrete curb and a portion of the paved parking
lot. The history of the construction of the parking lot and how it came to be on parkland is
unknown.

The portion of AHS property proposed to be transferred to MPRB is a triangular tract that
constitutes the northeast tip of the existing AHS parcel. It is immediately adjacent to MPRB's
existing Theodore Wirth Regional Park parcel, which largely surrounds this triangular AHS parcel.

The reason that AHS would like to complete the land exchange is due to renovations and
improvements to its operations in Golden Valley. AHS plans to build a new 2-story, 13,000 square
foot pet clinic. As part of this campus refresh, the new pet clinic will be built at the site of a
current AHS storage building. Because of this improvement, there is a need to provide adequate
access for emergency vehicles, especially fire, around the entire building.

The MPRB parcel is 10,223 square feet (Attachment A); the AHS parcel is 10,412 square feet
(Attachment B). As result of the land exchange, MPRB will receive from AHS 189 square feet more
than it will give to AHS.

In addition to approval by the Board of Commissioners, and as a requirement for title insurance,
MPRB must obtain permission from the Metropolitan Council (Met Council) allowing transfer of
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title. This is because the MPRB parcel is subject to a Declaration given by MPRB in 2002
(Attachment C) related to bond financing that prohibits MPRB from transferring title without the
approval of Met Council. In this circumstance, Met Council can provide administrative approval
for this swap, thereby releasing the Declaration from the portion transferred to AHS.
Administrative Met Council approval will be pursued after positive action by the Board of
Commissioners, and this resolution will serve as a declaration of Board support, which is a
requirement of administrative approval.

Although the MPRB Long Range Plan for Theodore Wirth Regional Park does not specifically call
for this change to the boundary, the proposed land exchange benefits MPRB in improving the
contiguousness and potential usefulness of the regional park. It eliminates an illegible property
line that creates an unusual geography in this part of the park, allowing more coherent space for
recreational access.

RECOMMENDATION
Staff recommends that the Board of Commissioners approve a land exchange with the Animal
Humane Society regarding property at Theodore Wirth Regional Park to better align property for

usable parkland.

This action is supported by the following goals and strategies in Parks for All, the MPRB
Comprehensive Plan 2021-2036.

Goal: Strategy:
02. Steward a continuum of 02. Support the preservation, management, and
nature and recreation increase in acreage of natural and naturalized areas for

ecosystem benefits and for public benefit.
Attachments:
1. ATTACHMENT A - Exhibit - MPRB parcel to AHS

2. ATTACHMENT B - Exhibit - AHS parcel to MPRB
3. ATTACHMENT C- May 2002 Met Council Declaration - MPRB Parcel

Jbr 6.17.2026
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