
 

Resolution 2026-121 

RESOLUTION APPROVING A COOPERATIVE AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE MINNEAPOLIS PARK & 
RECREATION BOARD AND THE UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA FOR TREE RESEARCH AND 

OUTREACH LASTING FIVE YEARS STARTING IN 2026 
 
Whereas, The Minneapolis Park & Recreation Board (MPRB) is the steward of the Minneapolis 
park system; 
 
Whereas, MPRB is the steward of the public urban forest in Minneapolis;  
 
Whereas, The City of Minneapolis has been designated one of the 10 best cities for urban forests 
by American Forests, a national conservation organization; 
 
Whereas, MPRB and the University of Minnesota (UMN) have had a long-term cooperative 
relationship regarding tree research and outreach that dates back to 1994; 
 
Whereas, In 2010 the MPRB and the UMN entered into a formal Cooperative Agreement 
regarding tree research and outreach for a period of 5 years;  
 
Whereas, Recognizing the value of this Cooperative Agreement it was renewed in 2015 and in 
2020 for an additional 5 years, respectively;  
 
Whereas, MPRB and the UMN research has yielded valuable information pertaining to tree 
selections, pest management, pruning and care; 
 
Whereas, This information has been used to improve the management and sustainability of the 
urban forest through increased diversity of tree selections, staff training, and public education 
through outreach;  
 
Whereas, Through this research agreement, the MPRB receives, from the UMN, an annual 
allotment of trees that are planted in parks and/or on boulevards; and 
 
Whereas, This resolution is supported in Parks for All, the MPRB Comprehensive Plan 2021-2036, 
which sets the goals: Goal 6 to “Strengthen ecological connections;” and Goal 7 to “Connect 
through communications and technology;” 
  
 RESOLVED, That the Board of Commissioners approves a Cooperative Agreement between the 
Minneapolis Park & Recreation Board and the University of Minnesota for tree research and 
outreach lasting five years starting in 2026; and   
 



 

RESOLVED, That the President of the Board and Secretary to the Board are authorized to take all 
necessary administrative actions to implement this resolution. 
 
  



 

TO: Operations and Environment Committee 
 
FROM: Jeremy Barrick, Assistant Superintendent, Environmental Stewardship 
 
DATE: 7/15/2026 
 
SUBJECT: RESOLUTION APPROVING A COOPERATIVE AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE 

MINNEAPOLIS PARK & RECREATION BOARD AND THE UNIVERSITY OF 
MINNESOTA FOR TREE RESEARCH AND OUTREACH LASTING FIVE YEARS 
STARTING IN 2026 

 
BACKGROUND  

For over 25 years, the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board (MPRB) Forestry Department and 

the University of Minnesota (UMN) have partnered on research and outreach projects. In 2010, 

this partnership was formalized with a five-year cooperative agreement where the MPRB 

contributed financial support to the UMN for this work. This agreement was renewed in 2015 

and again in 2020 with an expiration date in 2025. During the 15 years of the cooperative 

agreement the UMN has established research projects and tree trial plots in Minneapolis. The 

information learned from this research has positively influenced tree diversity guidelines, 

maintenance protocols and personnel management. It has also yielded over 1500 trees that have 

been planted in Minneapolis parks and boulevards. This project is currently housed in the UMN 

Department of Forest Resources and will be led by Professor Alicia Coleman and the team of 

researchers in the Urban Forestry Outreach, Research and Extension Lab & Nursery. This action 

considers another five-year agreement with the UMN. 

In 1997 a ten-year assessment of preservation began in Minnehaha Falls Park by monitoring the 

health of 62 mature oaks located near an outdoor stage area and bus transport road. As a result, 

only one tree was lost. In 1999 UMN began sourcing and producing Dutch elm disease resistant 

elms for MPRB that were used on the Olson Memorial Highway median at Arbor Day 2004. This 

helped with selection of elms statewide and contributed to two publications, "Elms for the Twin 

Cities: A Guide for Selection and Maintenance (2006)" and "Pruning Young Elms (2010)." In 2014 

underutilized trees were installed in Dean Park and the establishment of seedlings was tested in 

grow-tubes.  

Surveying tree failures during storms in Minneapolis has occurred over 20 years. Data collected 

from storms in 1998 shaped the prediction and prevention of tree damage nationally. Examining 

trees lost in the June 2013 storm led to the 2014 Tree Failure Report and the recommendation 

to hire a Forestry Preservation Coordinator. Because new trees are grown with various root 

types, the Lake Nokomis Root Type study was conducted in 2016 to determine the best 



 

information to use in tree purchase specifications. In 2017 the MPRB participated in the UMN's 

Youth Engagement in Arboriculture program as a way of exposing youth to careers in 

arboriculture.  

In the agreement period of 2020-2025, the University of Minnesota initiated research at the 

request of the MPRB Forestry Department to address issues of chlorosis affecting pin oaks and 

regarding the health and prognosis for several young catalpa trees with delayed and sporadic 

budbreak across Minneapolis. At the time of this renewal, initial data collected as part of these 

studies indicate an incomplete picture. Additional data collection is required.   The University of 

Minnesota also continued work on the Longitudinal Tree Survival Study started in 2014 to 

determine the survivability of newly planted trees through establishment. 

The original cooperative agreement that went into effect in 2010 was renewed for one successive 

five-year term in 2015 and again in 2020. This cost of the new agreement (Attachment A) will 

remain the same as that of the 2020 agreement.  

MPRB legal counsel has reviewed the Tree Planting Agreement as to form and legality. 

PREVIOUS BOARD ACTIONS 
 
September 1, 2010 Board authorized approval of a Cooperative Agreement between the 

Minneapolis Park & Recreation Board and the University of 

Minnesota for tree research over five years at $30,000 per year.  

 
December 2, 2015 Resolution 2015-351: Resolution Approving Amendment to the 

Cooperative Agreement Between the Minneapolis Park & Recreation 

Board and the University of Minnesota Increasing the Annual 

Amount Paid for Tree Research by $13,139.02 to $43,139.02 

 
September 16, 2020 Resolution 2020-303: Resolution Approving a Cooperative 

Agreement Between the Minneapolis Park & Recreation Board and 
the University of Minnesota for Tree Research and Outreach Lasting 
Five Years Starting in 2020 

RECOMMENDATION  
 
Staff recommend that the Board of Commissioners approve the Cooperative Agreement 
between the Minneapolis Park & Recreation Board and the University of Minnesota for tree 
research and outreach lasting five years starting in 2026.  
 
This action is supported by the following goals and strategies in Parks for All, the MPRB 



 

Comprehensive Plan 2021-2036. 
 
Goal: Strategy: 
06. Strengthen ecological 
connections 

6.2: Grow expertise toward longterm stewardship of 
natural areas and stormwater infrastructure in our parks 
to enhance protection, restoration, maintenance, and 
management practices. 

06. Strengthen ecological 
connections 

6.5: Utilize data-driven, equitable, science-based, 
regional, future-facing, ecological understanding in 
preserving, stewarding, maintaining, and improving 
natural areas, enhancing habitat connectivity, and 
improving and managing park infrastructure. 

07. Connect through 
communications and technology 

7.4: Educate staff and the community on critical issues 
facing the city and region, specifically: health and 
wellness benefits of parks; potential linkages between 
park investment, gentrification, and displacement; 
environmental and ecological issues; the benefits of, 
threats to, and care of the urban tree canopy, birds, and 
wildlife; strategies about how to decrease waste and 
plastic pollution; invasive species management and 
prevention; climate change impacts and resiliency; 
shared public responsibility for waste reduction, water 
quality, and city-wide tree canopy; indigenous 
acknowledgment, history, rights, culture and 
perspectives; park safety and security. 

 
Attachments: 
 
1. Attachment A - Cooperative Agreement MPRB UMN 2026-2031 
2. Attachment B – MPRB UMN Cooperative Research Update Report 2020-2025 
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