
COOPERATIVE AGREEMENT 
 

Between the City of Minneapolis, acting by and through its Park and Recreation Board 
and 

The Regents of the University of Minnesota 
 

This Cooperative Agreement is made this 1st day of June 2026 by and between the City of 
Minneapolis, acting by and through its Park and Recreation Board, a body corporate and politic under the 
laws of Minnesota, 2117 West River Road, Minneapolis, Minnesota 55411 (hereinafter "Park Board") and 
the Regents of the University of Minnesota, a Minnesota constitutional corporation, c/o Department of Forest 
Resources – Urban Forestry Outreach, Research & Extension Nursery and Lab, (1530 Cleveland Ave. N, 
Saint Paul, MN 55108). 

 

Recitals and Statement of Purpose 

WHEREAS, the Park Board owns, operates and maintains all parkland devoted to public use located 
in the City of Minneapolis; 

WHEREAS, the Park Board has a Forestry Division that is responsible for maintaining, preserving 
and enhancing the urban forest in the City of Minneapolis;  

WHEREAS, the University has a Department of Forest Resources with an Urban Forestry Outreach, 
Research & Extension Nursery and Lab division (hereinafter "UFore") that is responsible for, among other 
things, the research and development of tree species that will thrive in Minnesota and be resistant to certain 
diseases and invasive tree species; and the development of novel research projects and outreach programs for 
the benefit of urban forestry and arboriculture in Minneapolis. 

WHEREAS, the Park Board and the University through UFore wish to work together in certain tree 
research projects to investigate new and existing tree species for hardiness and disease resistance relevant to 
the needs of the Park Board, to research tree maintenance methods and tree establishment strategies, and to 
engage in cooperative outreach to the general public. 

NOW THEREFORE in consideration of the premises, and the agreements contained herein, the 
Park Board and the University agree as follows: 

1. UFore shall make available land totaling one acre at the University's UFore Nursery to grow and 
support trees used for the research and outreach, 
 

2. The research and outreach to be conducted shall be established by a board comprised of two Park 
Board personnel from the Forestry Division and two University UFore staff and/or faculty, 
 

3. The trees grown and/or held on the UFore land designated for research and outreach are to be the 
property of the Park Board. Each year, from this set of trees, UFore shall designate a prearranged 
number of trees to be planted in Minneapolis by the Park Board. 
 

4. At the end of each year that this Agreement is in effect, UFore shall provide the Park Board Forestry 
Division with a research update report. 
 



5. The Park Board shall provide forty-seven thousand dollars ($47,000.00) each year to the UFore 
Nursery and Lab to be used for the following purposes: 1) to support staff needed to maintain the 
trees and assess them in the urban environments where the trees will be planted; 2) to purchase young 
trees and the basic supplies needed to care for and harvest them; 3) to support staff in data collection, 
reporting of ongoing research and outreach projects; and 4) to support staff in the implementation of 
new research and outreach projects, mutually agreed upon by the board described above. 
 

6. In addition to providing forty-seven thousand dollars ($47,000) as specified in paragraph 5, during 
the harvesting of the plant materials, additional costs may be incurred by the Park Board in removing 
these trees from the University property onto Park Board property. 
 

7. This Agreement may be modified only by an amendment signed by the parties. 
 

8. This Agreement shall be effective on June 1, 2026, and shall remain in force for five (5) years from 
that date or until May 31, 2031, and shall renew automatically for one successive term of five (5) 
years unless either party decides not to renew this Agreement. 

 

 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have executed this Cooperative Agreement.

 

MlNNEAPOLIS PARK &  
RECREATION BOARD 

 

By __________________________ 

Tom Olsen 
Its: President 

 

By  __________________________ 

 

REGENTS OF THE UNIVERSITY OF 
MINNESOTA 

 

By  ___________________________ 

_________________ 
Its: ______________ 

 

 

Jennifer Ringold 
Its: Secretary 

 

 

 


