
 

TO: Planning Committee 
 
FROM: Michael Schroeder, Assistant Superintendent, Planning 
 
DATE: 7/1/2026 
 
SUBJECT: DISCUSSION REGARDING REHABILITATION OF SYNTHETIC TURF INFILL MATERIAL 

FIELD STUDY FOR ELLIOT PARK FIELD 

 
BACKGROUND 
 
Based on an action of the Board of Commissioners in 2017, the MPRB is required to assemble 
research on the alternative infill with use of synthetic turf and present associated findings related 
to the Board of Commissioners prior to the implementation of any further synthetic turf fields in 
Minneapolis parks. Commissioners were interested in the health and environmental aspects of 
crumb rubber, the product most commonly used as fill material in synthetic turf fields, and 
potential alternative fill materials. 
 
MPRB staff have been tracking industry best practices since 2017. With interest from North 
Central University in a replacement of the synthetic turf field at Elliot Park, staff prepared 
information aligned with the Board of Commissioners directive from 2017.   
 
North Central University’s donation and use agreement was approved in December of 2025 for 
the Elliot Park Field replacement.  As part of that agreement there was a directive to present  infill 
material information and options to the board to approve a selected infill material at a later date.   
 
Items that will be discussed in the presentation include: 
 

1. A donation and use agreement with North Central University for Elliot Park Field 
replacement (Attachment A – Elliot Park Field Replacement Donation and Use Agreement 
with North Central University). 

2. A review of the proposal from FieldTurf for Elliot Park Field Replacement with alternative 
infill materials proposed (Attachment B – North Central University Elliot Park FieldTurf 
Proposal and Alternative Infill Comparison – Field Turf). 

3. A review of materials provided to MPRB staff from synthetic turf vendors, including  
reports from state, national, and international agencies (Attachment C – Key Conclusions 
From State, National, and International Government Agency Reports on Synthetic Turf).   
 

 
 
 
 



 

 
PREVIOUS BOARD ACTIONS 
 
April 12, 2017   Resolution 2017-171 Resolution Committing Minneapolis Park and 

Recreation Board to Several Actions Related to Waste Tire 
Products, Including Consideration of Alternative Materials in New 
and Rehabilitated Synthetic Turf Fields; Reporting to the Health, 
Environment, and Community Engagement Committee of the City 
of Minneapolis During Athletic Field Project Scoping; Researching 
Alternative to Poured-In-Place Playground Surfacing, and 
Installation of Signs at Synthetic Turf Athletic Fields 

 
December 10, 2025   Resolution 2025-278 Resolution approving a donation and use 

agreement between North Central University and the Minneapolis 
Park and Recreation Board related to field improvements at Elliot 
Park, a part of the Minneapolis Park System 

 
------ 
 
This discussion items supports the following goals and strategies in Parks for All, the MPRB 
Comprehensive Plan 2021-2036. 
 
Goal: Strategy: 
03. Provide core services with care 3.7:  Design, evolve, and maintain high quality athletic 

facilities including fields, diamonds, skateparks, ice rinks, 
courts, and tracks to support a range of 
multigenerational sports balancing tradition and 
emerging trends. 

03. Provide core services with care 3.11:  Design and implement parks that are welcoming, 
climate resilient, ecologically healthy, playful, beautiful 
and safe as they age. 

 
Attachments: 
 

1. Attachment A –  Elliot Park Field Replacement Donation and Use Agreement with 
North Central University 

2. Attachment B – North Central University Elliot Park FieldTurf Proposal and Alternative 
Infill Comparison 

3. Attachment C - Key Conclusions from State, National, and International Government 
Agency Report on Synthetic Turf  

 
Jbr 7.1.2026.  


