Planning Committee

Committee Meeting

Mary Merrill Minneapolis
Park and Recreation Board
Headquarters - Board Room

Minneapolis, MN 55411

www.minneapolisparks.org

~ Agenda ~

Wednesday, June 17, 2026 - 5:45 PM

Meeting Times are subject to change based on discussion from previous meetings.

Chair

Chair Jason Garcia

Vice Chair

Vice Chair Meg Forney

Commissioners

Commissioner District 5 Kay Carvajal Moran
Commissioner District 3 Kedar Deshpande
Commissioner District 1 Dan Engelhart

I. CALL TO ORDER
Il. APPROVAL OF AGENDA

I.1.
APPROVAL OF AGENDA

lll. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

I.2. D 2026-71
PLANNING COMMITTEE MINUTES OF JUNE 3, 2026

IV. PUBLIC HEARING

V. ACTION ITEMS

V.3. Resolution 2026-117

RESOLUTION APPROVING A LAND EXCHANGE WITH THE ANIMAL HUMANE SOCIETY
REGARDING PROPERTY AT THEODORE WIRTH REGIONAL PARK TO BETTER ALIGN

PROPERTY FOR USABLE PARKLAND
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VI. STUDY/REPORT ITEM

VIl. ADJOURNMENT
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Planning Committee

Committee Meeting

Mary Merrill Minneapolis
Park and Recreation
Board Headquarters -

Board Room

Minneapolis, MN 55411

www.minneapolisparks.org

Wednesday, June 3, 2026 - 8:00 PM

~ Minutes ~

. CALL TO ORDER

Chair Garcia called the meeting to order.

Present:
Chair Jason Garcia
Vice Chair Meg Forney

Commissioner District 5 Kay Carvajal Moran
Commissioner District 3 Kedar Deshpande
Commissioner District 1 Dan Engelhart

Il. APPROVAL OF AGENDA

1.

VOTING

Motion by: Deshpande, Kedar
Second by:

Approval of Agenda

COMMISSIONERS ES |NO

ABSTAIN

ABSENT

RECUSE

Carvajal Moran, Kay
Deshpande, Kedar
Garcia, Jason
Forney, Meg
Engelhart, Dan

XX X X X|<L

lll. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

.2.

VOTING

Motion by: Deshpande, Kedar
Second by:

Planning Committee Minutes of May 20, 2026

COMMISSIONERS ES |NO

ABSTAIN

ABSENT

RECUSE

Carvajal Moran, Kay
Deshpande, Kedar
Garcia, Jason
Forney, Meg
Engelhart, Dan

XX X X X|<L
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IV. PUBLIC HEARING

V. ACTION ITEMS

V.3. Resolution directing the Superintendent to initiate a process to decommission
the Minnehaha Off-Leash Recreation Area in advance of the scheduled
Minnehaha Regional Park long-term plan update

VOTING

Motion by: Carvajal Moran, Kay
Second by:

COMMISSIONERS
Carvajal Moran, Kay
Deshpande, Kedar
Garcia, Jason
Forney, Meg
Engelhart, Dan

ES |NO ABSTAIN |ABSENT |RECUSE

XX X X X|<L

VI. STUDY/REPORT ITEM

VIl. ADJOURNMENT

Adjourned at 8:19 PM

Respectfully submitted,
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Park & Recreation Board

Resolution 2026-117

RESOLUTION APPROVING A LAND EXCHANGE WITH THE ANIMAL HUMANE SOCIETY
REGARDING PROPERTY AT THEODORE WIRTH REGIONAL PARK TO BETTER ALIGN PROPERTY
FOR USABLE PARKLAND

Whereas, The Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board (MPRB) was created by the Minnesota
Legislature in April 1883 and has the authority to manage and operate park facilities;

Whereas, MPRB is the fee title owner of property in Theodore Wirth Regional Park (Wirth Park),
located in both Golden Valley and Minneapolis, Minnesota;

Whereas, An adjacent property owner, the Animal Humane Society (AHS), wishes to acquire a
portion of Wirth Park to accomplish its redevelopment plans;

Whereas, AHS also owns other land immediately adjacent to and surrounded by Wirth Park,
which is more advantageous for the MPRB to use as parkland;

Whereas, MPRB parcel desired by AHS and the AHS parcel that it does not need are nearly the
same size, except the land parcel owned by AHS is slightly larger;

Whereas, MPRB staff have reviewed a proposal to exchange these two parcels, and have
consulted with the Metropolitan Council regarding impacts on the Regional Park and Trail system;

Whereas, Though the acquisition of the AHS parcel is not specifically called for in the adopted
Theodore Wirth Regional Park Plan, acquiring it would create a more legible boundary for the
park and would create more contiguous park space than currently exists in this vicinity;

Whereas, In consideration of the mutual benefits to both parties, MPRB and AHS wish to execute
a land exchange to further the goals of each organization; and

Whereas, This resolution is supported in Parks for All, the MPRB Comprehensive Plan 2021-2036,
under Goal 2: “Steward a continuum of nature and recreation;”

RESOLVED, That the Board of Commissioners approves a land exchange with the Animal Humane
Society regarding property at Theodore Wirth Regional Park to better align property for usable
parkland; and

RESOLVED, That the President of the Board and Secretary to the Board are authorized to take all
necessary administrative actions to implement this resolution.
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TO: Planning Committee
FROM: Michael Schroeder, Assistant Superintendent, Planning
DATE: 6/17/2026

SUBIJECT: RESOLUTION APPROVING A LAND EXCHANGE WITH THE ANIMAL HUMANE
SOCIETY REGARDING PROPERTY AT THEODORE WIRTH REGIONAL PARK TO
BETTER ALIGN PROPERTY FOR USABLE PARKLAND

BACKGROUND

This action considers the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board (MPRB) approving a land
exchange with the Animal Humane Society (AHS) regarding property at Theodore Wirth Regional
Park to better align property for usable parkland.

MPRB is the fee title owner of the land at 1251 Theodore Wirth Parkway, Golden Valley, MN,
being part of Theodore Wirth Regional Park and including property immediately adjacent to and
east of 845 Meadow Lane North, Golden Valley MN 55422, owned by AHS. The portion of MPRB
property proposed to be transferred to AHS is a narrow strip immediately adjacent to and east
of the AHS parking lot. Historically and currently, it has been used by AHS for parking without an
MPRB license. The land is currently occupied by concrete curb and a portion of the paved parking
lot. The history of the construction of the parking lot and how it came to be on parkland is
unknown.

The portion of AHS property proposed to be transferred to MPRB is a triangular tract that
constitutes the northeast tip of the existing AHS parcel. It is immediately adjacent to MPRB's
existing Theodore Wirth Regional Park parcel, which largely surrounds this triangular AHS parcel.

The reason that AHS would like to complete the land exchange is due to renovations and
improvements to its operations in Golden Valley. AHS plans to build a new 2-story, 13,000 square
foot pet clinic. As part of this campus refresh, the new pet clinic will be built at the site of a
current AHS storage building. Because of this improvement, there is a need to provide adequate
access for emergency vehicles, especially fire, around the entire building.

The MPRB parcel is 10,223 square feet (Attachment A); the AHS parcel is 10,412 square feet
(Attachment B). As result of the land exchange, MPRB will receive from AHS 189 square feet more
than it will give to AHS.

In addition to approval by the Board of Commissioners, and as a requirement for title insurance,
MPRB must obtain permission from the Metropolitan Council (Met Council) allowing transfer of
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title. This is because the MPRB parcel is subject to a Declaration given by MPRB in 2002
(Attachment C) related to bond financing that prohibits MPRB from transferring title without the
approval of Met Council. In this circumstance, Met Council can provide administrative approval
for this swap, thereby releasing the Declaration from the portion transferred to AHS.
Administrative Met Council approval will be pursued after positive action by the Board of
Commissioners, and this resolution will serve as a declaration of Board support, which is a
requirement of administrative approval.

Although the MPRB Long Range Plan for Theodore Wirth Regional Park does not specifically call
for this change to the boundary, the proposed land exchange benefits MPRB in improving the
contiguousness and potential usefulness of the regional park. It eliminates an illegible property
line that creates an unusual geography in this part of the park, allowing more coherent space for
recreational access.

RECOMMENDATION
Staff recommends that the Board of Commissioners approve a land exchange with the Animal
Humane Society regarding property at Theodore Wirth Regional Park to better align property for

usable parkland.

This action is supported by the following goals and strategies in Parks for All, the MPRB
Comprehensive Plan 2021-2036.

Goal: Strategy:
02. Steward a continuum of 02. Support the preservation, management, and
nature and recreation increase in acreage of natural and naturalized areas for

ecosystem benefits and for public benefit.
Attachments:
1. ATTACHMENT A - Exhibit - MPRB parcel to AHS

2. ATTACHMENT B - Exhibit - AHS parcel to MPRB
3. ATTACHMENT C- May 2002 Met Council Declaration - MPRB Parcel

Jbr 6.17.2026



LEGAL DESCRIPTION EXHIBIT
SW 1/4 of the NW 1/4 of Sec. 20, Twp. 29, Rng. 24
Golden Valley, Hennepin County, Minnesota

DESCRIPTION

The West 21.00 feet of the Southwest Quarter of the Northwest Quarter of Section 20, Township 29, Range 24, Hennepin County, Minnesota, lying
northerly of the easterly extension of the south line of Lot 1, Block 1, ANIMAL HUMANE SOCIETY P.U.D. NO. 84, according to the recorded plat
thereof, Hennepin County, Minnesota, and lying southerly of the southeasterly line of said Lot 1.
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MINNESOTA CERTIFICATION

| hereby certify that this survey, plan or report was

prepared by me or under my direct supervision and that |
am a duly Licensed Land Surveyor under the law:
State of Minnesota.

Dated this 14th day of April, 2026

0

Rory L. Synstelien

Minnesota Licenss No. 44565

™ —

SCALE IN FEET
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5000 GLENWOOD AVENUE
GOLDEN VALLEY, MN 55422
CivilSiteGroup.com

Drawn By: DD

Project No. 25524.00
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LEGAL DESCRIPTION EXHIBIT
SW 1/4 of the NW 1/4 of Sec. 20, Twp. 29, Rng. 24
Golden Valley, Hennepin County, Minnesota

DESCRIPTION

The West 21.00 feet of the Southwest Quarter of the Northwest Quarter of Section 20, Township 29, Range 24, Hennepin County, Minnesota, lying
northerly of the easterly extension of the south line of Lot 1, Block 1, ANIMAL HUMANE SOCIETY P.U.D. NO. 84, according to the recorded plat
thereof, Hennepin County, Minnesota, and lying southerly of the southeasterly line of said Lot 1.

MINNESOTA CERTIFICATION

| hereby certify that this survey, plan or report was
prepared by me or under my direct supervision and that | N

am a duly Licensed Land Surveyor under the law:
State of Minnesota.

R O U P

Dated this 14th day of April, 2026 5000 GLENWOOD AVENUE
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_;— CivilSiteGroup.com

Rory L. Synstelien Minnesota Licenss No. 44565 SCALE IN FEET Drawn By: DD

Project No. 25524.00 SHEET 1 OF 1
9


AutoCAD SHX Text
HUMANE 

AutoCAD SHX Text
LOT 1

AutoCAD SHX Text
BLOCK 1

AutoCAD SHX Text
ANIMAL

AutoCAD SHX Text
NO. 84 

AutoCAD SHX Text
SOCIETY

AutoCAD SHX Text
P.U.D. 

AutoCAD SHX Text
NORTH

AutoCAD SHX Text
4TH 

AutoCAD SHX Text
WIRTH

AutoCAD SHX Text
PARKWAY 

AutoCAD SHX Text
ADDITION

AutoCAD SHX Text
SW 1/4 OF

AutoCAD SHX Text
SEC. 20,

AutoCAD SHX Text
TWP. 29,

AutoCAD SHX Text
RNG. 24,

AutoCAD SHX Text
THE NW 1/4

AutoCAD SHX Text
21.00

AutoCAD SHX Text
21.00

AutoCAD SHX Text
LEGAL DESCRIPTION EXHIBIT

AutoCAD SHX Text
SW 1/4 of the NW 1/4 of Sec. 20, Twp. 29, Rng. 24  Golden Valley, Hennepin County, Minnesota


| EGAL DESCRIPTION EXHIBIT
Part of Lot 1, Block 1, ANMAL HUMANE SOCIETY P.UD. NO. 84

Golden Valley, Hennepin County, Minnesota

DESCRIPTION

That part of Lot 1, Block 1, ANIMAL HUMANE SOCIETY P.U.D. NO. 84, according to the recorded plat thereof, Hennepin County, Minnesota, lying northeasterly
of a line drawn from a point on the northwesterly line of said Lot 1 distant 280.00 feet southwesterly of the most easterly corner of said Lot 1 to a point on the
southeasterly line of said Lot 1 distant 269.00 feet southwesterly of said most easterly corner of Lot 1.
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For informational purposes, also described as:

That part of the following described property:
A triangular piece of land in the Northwest Quarter of Section 20, Township 29, Range 24, lying South of the present Minneapolis Northfield and Southern
Railroad right-of-way and West of Glenwood Parkway described as follows: Commencing at a point on the West line of Section 20, Township 29, Range 24,
a distance of 93.03 feet North of the South line of the North half of the Northwest Quarter of said Section; thence Northeasterly along the Southerly line of
the Minneapolis, Northfield and Southern Railroad right-of-way a distance of 450 feet to a point; thence running Southwesterly a distance of 536.11 feet to
a point on the West line of said Section 20 a distance of 68.9 feet South of the South line of the North half of the Northwest Quarter of said Section 20;
thence Northerly a distance of 161.93 feet to the point of beginning.

Which lies northeasterly of a line being drawn from a point on the northwesterly line of the above described property distant 280.00 feet southwesterly of
the most northeast corner thereof to a point on the southeasterly line of said above described property distant 269.00 feet southwesterly of said most
northeast corner thereof.

MINNESOTA CERTIFICATION

| hereby certify that this survey, plan or report was
prepared by me or under my direct supervision and that |

am a duly Licensed Land Surveyor under the | N
State of Minnesota.

R O U P
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L EGAL DESCRIPTION EXHIBIT
Part of Lot 1, Block 1, ANIMAL HUMANE SOCIETY P.UD. NO. 84

Golden Valley, Hennepin County, Minnesota

DESCRIPTION

That part of Lot 1, Block 1, ANIMAL HUMANE SOCIETY P.U.D. NO. 84, according to the recorded plat thereof, Hennepin County,
Minnesota, lying northeasterly of a line drawn from a point on the northwesterly line of said Lot 1 distant 280.00 feet southwesterly of
the most easterly corner of said Lot 1 to a point on the southeasterly line of said Lot 1 distant 269.00 feet southwesterly of said most
easterly corner of Lot 1.

MINNESOTA CERTIFICATION

| hereby certify that this survey, plan or report was

prepared by me or under my direct supervision and that |

am a duly Licensed Land Surveyor under the | N

State of Minnesota.

Dated this 14th day of April, 2026 5000 GLENWOOD AVENUE
0 60 GOLDEN VALLEY, MN 55422

Rory L. Synstelien Minnesota License No. 44565 SCALE IN FEET Drawn By: DD
Project No. 25524.00 SHEET 1 OF 1
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Attachment 1
DECLARATION

The undersigned has the following interest in the real property legally described in Exhibit A attached and
all facilities situated thereon (cumulatively referred to as the "Restricted Property"):

(Check the appropriate box.)

a fee simple title,
D a lease, or
D an easement,

and as owner of such fee title, lease or easement, does hereby declare that such interest in the
Restricted Property is hereby made subject to the following restrictions and encumbrances:

A. The Restricted Property is bond financed property within the meaning of
Minn. Stat. § 16A.695 that exists as of the date of this Declaration and as
such may subsequently be amended, modified or replaced from time to
time, is subject to the encumbrance created and requirements imposed
thereby, and cannot be sold or otherwise disposed of by the public officer
or agency which has jurisdiction over it or owns it without the approval of
the Minnesota Commissioner of Finance, which approval must be
evidenced by a written statement signed by the Commissioner of Finance
and attached to the deed or instrument used to sell or otherwise dispose of
the Restricted Property; and

B. The Restricted Property is subject to all of the terms, conditions,
provisions, and limitations contained in that certain General Obligation
Bond Proceeds Grant Agreement Construction Grant for the Wirth
Regional Park Project between City of Minneapolis, By and Through Its

12



Park and Recreation Board and the Metropolitan Council, dated May 2,

2002.

The Restricted Property shall remain subject to such restrictions and encumbrances until it
is released therefrom by way of a written release in recordable form signed by both the
Metropolitan Council and the Minnesota Commissioner of Finance, and such written release is
recorded in the real estate records relating to the Restricted Property.

SIGNATURE BLOCK, ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

=
(J pn Olson, President

inneapolis Park and RWBMM

Swom and Subscribed to before me this

£ day of /4\_0fa.|

a\- %W‘*—“’
Notary stamp or Clerk’s seal

, A.D. 2005

k@\%\ 066

Don Siggelkow, Secretary

WA ABAAAAAAAARLANAN B

iy BARBARA A. HALVORSON

. NOTARY PUBLIC-MINNESDTA
" My Cammission Expires Jan. 31, 2010

R Z

Sworn and Subscribed to before me this

7% dayor 4#{,'] , A.D. 2005
boara A Holvorso——

Notary stamp or Clerk’s seal

Prepared by: >ﬁfé¢r-’va—-’*’1 Qd_.—-—-
Signaturt C

Thomas M. Johnson, Engineering Technician II

Print Name

Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board

2117 West River Road
Minneapolis, MN 55411

Date: <)/"7 "E;’Qm 5
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Attachment 11

LEGAL DESCRIPTION

Please see attached copies of parcel description(s) (Exhibit A).

14
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"10%19:52 Mon Apr 04, 2005 EXhlblt A

LEGAIL DESCRIPTION INFORMATICN BPAGE 1 MORE NEXT =
INQUIRY CODE 103 PROPERTY ID 20 029 24 23 0002 PSC C
SCH DST 270 WTRSHD 7 SWR DST 01 IFPROJ # MUNIC 28 PLAT 84620 PARCEL
EARLIEST DELQ YR ACREAGE 202.00 DIV STATUS
OWNER CITY OF MPLS PARK BOARD LAST STAT CHG 02/12/88 VERF LEGAL
PROP ADDR 28 ADDRESS UNASSIGNED CONDMN # LOT BLOCK
TAXPAY N/A CITY OF MPLS PARK BOARD PREVICUS OWNER
04/10/2004 2117 WEST RIVER RD

MINNEAPOLIS MN 55411 APPROX PARCEL SIZE IRREGULAR

TRAN DATES 03/18/93 07/20/87 !/
ADN UNPLATTED 20 029 24

ADDN DATE FILED /o
METES / BOUNDS DESCRIPTION CURRENT TITLE: ABSTRACT
NW 1/4 AND THAT PART OF N 1/2 OF SW 1/4 LYING W OF SUTTONS ADDN ALSO ALL
OF BLOCKS 1 TO 4 INCL SUTTONS ADDN INCL ADJ STREETS AND ALLEYS VAC
EXCEPT RR R/W'S AND ROADS

CREATED BY DIV # 870546 DATE 06/25/87

PREV PROP IDS 20 029 24 21 0002 SUBSEQ PROP IDS
20 029 24 22 0002
20 029 24 23 0001
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