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Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board 
 

Regular Meeting 

 

Mary Merrill Minneapolis 
Park and Recreation 
Board Headquarters - 

Board Room 

Minneapolis, MN 55411 

www.minneapolisparks.org 

~ Minutes ~ 

Wednesday, June 3, 2026 - 5:00 PM 

  
I. CALL TO ORDER 

  
President Olsen called the meeting to order. 
Present: 
President Tom Olsen 
Vice President Kedar Deshpande 
Commissioner District 6 Cathy Abene 
Commissioner District 5 Kay Carvajal Moran 
Commissioner District 1 Dan Engelhart 
Commissioner At Large Meg Forney 
Commissioner At Large Amber A. Frederick 
Commissioner District 4 Jason Garcia 
Commissioner District 2 Charles Rucker 

  
II. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

  
  
II.1.  Approval of Agenda 

 
 VOTING 

 
Motion by: Forney, Meg 
Second by: Rucker, Charles 
 

COMMISSIONERS YES NO ABSTAIN ABSENT RECUSE  

Olsen, Tom 
Deshpande, Kedar 
Forney, Meg 
Frederick, Amber A. 
Engelhart, Dan 
Rucker, Charles 
Garcia, Jason 
Carvajal Moran, Kay 
Abene, Cathy 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  
  

III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
  
  
III.2.  Regular Meeting Minutes of May 20, 2026 

 
 VOTING 

 
Motion by: Garcia, Jason 
Second by: Forney, Meg 
 

COMMISSIONERS YES NO ABSTAIN ABSENT RECUSE  

http://www.minneapolisparks.org/
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Olsen, Tom 
Deshpande, Kedar 
Forney, Meg 
Frederick, Amber A. 
Engelhart, Dan 
Rucker, Charles 
Garcia, Jason 
Carvajal Moran, Kay 
Abene, Cathy 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  
  

IV. CLOSED SESSION 
  
  

V. REPORTS OF OFFICERS 
  
  

VI. REPORTS OF APPOINTEES TO OUTSIDE BOARDS, COMMISSIONS OR 
COMMITTEES 

  
  

VII. 5:30 p.m. OPEN TIME 
  
  

VIII. Public Hearing 
  
  

IX. CONSENT BUSINESS 
  
  
IX.3.  RESOLUTION APPROVING A PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 

AGREEMENT WITH VERBIT FOR CLOSED CAPTIONING SERVICES IN 
AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $30,000 FROM JUNE 8, 2026 – JUNE 8, 
2029 FOR ADA TITLE II EFFECTIVE COMMUNICATION 
REQUIREMENTS FOR PUBLIC MEETINGS 
 

 VOTING 
 
Motion by: Forney, Meg 
Second by: Rucker, Charles 
 

COMMISSIONERS YES NO ABSTAIN ABSENT RECUSE  

Olsen, Tom 
Deshpande, Kedar 
Forney, Meg 
Frederick, Amber A. 
Engelhart, Dan 
Rucker, Charles 
Garcia, Jason 
Carvajal Moran, Kay 
Abene, Cathy 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
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IX.4.  RESOLUTION APPROVING CHANGE ORDER NO. 3 WITH 
BLACKSTONE CONTRACTORS, LLC, CONTRACT NO. COM0009876, 
FOR THE CLEVELAND PARK PHASE II IMPROVEMENTS PROJECT IN 
THE AMOUNT OF $16,065.00 AND NEW CONTRACT TOTAL OF 
$702,138.43 
 

 VOTING 
 
Motion by: Forney, Meg 
Second by: Rucker, Charles 
 

COMMISSIONERS YES NO ABSTAIN ABSENT RECUSE  

Olsen, Tom 
Deshpande, Kedar 
Forney, Meg 
Frederick, Amber A. 
Engelhart, Dan 
Rucker, Charles 
Garcia, Jason 
Carvajal Moran, Kay 
Abene, Cathy 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  
  
IX.5.  RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE MINNEAPOLIS PARK AND 

RECREATION BOARD TO RENEW A COOPERATIVE AGREEMENT 
BETWEEN THE STATE OF MINNESOTA AND THE MINNEAPOLIS PARK 
AND RECREATION BOARD FOR THE THEORDORE WIRTH MULTI-
PURPOSE PUBLIC DOCK LAND USE, OPERATIONS AND 
MAINTENANCE WITHIN THEODORE WIRTH REGIONAL PARK 
 
 

 VOTING 
 
Motion by: Forney, Meg 
Second by: Rucker, Charles 
 

COMMISSIONERS YES NO ABSTAIN ABSENT RECUSE  

Olsen, Tom 
Deshpande, Kedar 
Forney, Meg 
Frederick, Amber A. 
Engelhart, Dan 
Rucker, Charles 
Garcia, Jason 
Carvajal Moran, Kay 
Abene, Cathy 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  
  

IX.A. REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES 
  
  

IX.B. Planning Committee 
  
  

IX.C. Administration and Finance Committee 
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IX.C.6.  RESOLUTION APPROVING A JOINT POWERS AGREEMENT BETWEEN 
THE MINNEAPOLIS PARK AND RECREATION BOARD AND THE CITY 
OF MINNEAPOLIS FOR THE LAKE HARRIET PARKWAY AND WILLIAM 
BERRY PARKWAY INTERSECTION IMPROVEMENTS PROJECT 
WITHIN THE CHAIN OF LAKES REGIONAL PARK 
 

 VOTING 
 
Motion by: Forney, Meg 
Second by: Abene, Cathy 
 

COMMISSIONERS YES NO ABSTAIN ABSENT RECUSE  

Olsen, Tom 
Deshpande, Kedar 
Forney, Meg 
Frederick, Amber A. 
Engelhart, Dan 
Rucker, Charles 
Garcia, Jason 
Carvajal Moran, Kay 
Abene, Cathy 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  
  
IX.C.7.  RESOLUTION APPROVING MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING 

AMENDMENT NO. 1 BETWEEN THE MINNEAPOLIS PARK AND 
RECREATION BOARD AND THE MINNEAPOLIS SAILING CENTER 
RELATED TO FUNDRAISING AND PRELIMINARY DESIGN FOR THE 
BDE MAKA SKA BOAT LAUNCH AND SAILING CENTER WITHIN THE 
CHAIN OF LAKES REGIONAL PARK 
 

 VOTING 
 
Motion by: Forney, Meg 
Second by: Abene, Cathy 
 

COMMISSIONERS YES NO ABSTAIN ABSENT RECUSE  

Olsen, Tom 
Deshpande, Kedar 
Forney, Meg 
Frederick, Amber A. 
Engelhart, Dan 
Rucker, Charles 
Garcia, Jason 
Carvajal Moran, Kay 
Abene, Cathy 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  
  
IX.C.8.  Motion to Amend RESOLUTION ACCEPTING THE NOMINATION AND 

INITIATING THE PUBLIC HEARING PROCESS TO RENAME MCRAE 
PARK TO WALLACE “JACK” O’NEAL JACKMAN PARK AS PROPOSED 
BY DR. TONYA JACKMAN HAMPTON 
 

  Motion to amend Resolution 2026-89 as included in the agenda background 
document and placed on file "Proposed Amendment to 06-03-26 Resolution 2026-
89 Submitted by Park Board Staff" 
 
Motion to amend Resolution 2026-89 approved on a roll call vote. 
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 VOTING 
 
Motion by: Deshpande, Kedar 
Second by: Abene, Cathy 
 

COMMISSIONERS YES NO ABSTAIN ABSENT RECUSE  

Olsen, Tom 
Deshpande, Kedar 
Forney, Meg 
Frederick, Amber A. 
Engelhart, Dan 
Rucker, Charles 
Garcia, Jason 
Carvajal Moran, Kay 
Abene, Cathy 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  
  
IX.C.8.1.  Motion to Amend RESOLUTION ACCEPTING THE NOMINATION AND 

INITIATING THE PUBLIC HEARING PROCESS TO RENAME MCRAE 
PARK TO WALLACE “JACK” O’NEAL JACKMAN PARK AS PROPOSED 
BY DR. TONYA JACKMAN HAMPTON 
 

  Motion to amend Resolution 2026-89 as included in the agenda background 
document and placed on file "Proposed Amendment to 06-03-26 Resolution 2026-
89 Submitted by Commissioner Deshpande" 
 
Motion to amend Resolution 2026-89 withdrawn. 

 VOTING 
 
Motion by: Deshpande, Kedar 
Second by: Abene, Cathy 
 

COMMISSIONERS YES NO ABSTAIN ABSENT RECUSE  

Olsen, Tom 
Deshpande, Kedar 
Forney, Meg 
Frederick, Amber A. 
Engelhart, Dan 
Rucker, Charles 
Garcia, Jason 
Carvajal Moran, Kay 
Abene, Cathy 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  
  
IX.C.8.2.  RESOLUTION ACCEPTING THE NOMINATION AND INITIATING THE 

PUBLIC HEARING PROCESS TO RENAME MCRAE PARK TO WALLACE 
“JACK” O’NEAL JACKMAN PARK AS PROPOSED BY DR. TONYA 
JACKMAN HAMPTON 
 

  Resolution 2026-89 approved as amended on a voice vote. 
 

 VOTING 
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Motion by: Forney, Meg 
Second by: Rucker, Charles 
 

COMMISSIONERS YES NO ABSTAIN ABSENT RECUSE  

Olsen, Tom 
Deshpande, Kedar 
Forney, Meg 
Frederick, Amber A. 
Engelhart, Dan 
Rucker, Charles 
Garcia, Jason 
Carvajal Moran, Kay 
Abene, Cathy 

X 
X 
 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

 
 
X 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  
  

IX.D. Recreation Committee 
  
  

IX.E. Operations and Environment Committee 
  
  

IX.F. Legislative and Inter-Governmental Committee 
  
  

X. Standards and Conduct Committee 
  
  

XI. Employee Relations Committee 
  
  

XII. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
  
  
XII.9.  Discussion items 

 
  
XII.9.1.  PARKS FOR ALL IMPLEMENTATION AND 2025 MPRB ANNUAL 

REPORT UPDATE 
 

  
XII.9.2.  2026 COMMISSIONER ONBOARDING - DEPARTMENT 

INTRODUCTIONS 
 

  
XII.10.  Resolutions 
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XII.10.1.  RESOLUTION DIRECTING THE SUPERINTENDENT TO PRODUCE AN 
INVENTORY OF ALL U.S. DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION ACT 
OF 1966 4(F) PROJECTS AFFECTING MINNEAPOLIS PARKLANDS 
SINCE 1996 THAT HAVE COME BEFORE THE BOARD FOR 
CONCURRENCE AND TO ADVISE THE BOARD OF ALL FUTURE 4(F) 
CONCURRENCE REQUESTS AT LEAST 60 DAYS PRIOR TO BOARD 
CONSIDERATION 
 

   
 VOTING 

 
Motion by: Deshpande, Kedar 
Second by: Abene, Cathy 
 

COMMISSIONERS YES NO ABSTAIN ABSENT RECUSE  

Olsen, Tom 
Deshpande, Kedar 
Forney, Meg 
Frederick, Amber A. 
Engelhart, Dan 
Rucker, Charles 
Garcia, Jason 
Carvajal Moran, Kay 
Abene, Cathy 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  
  

XIII. NEW BUSINESS 
  
  
XIII.11.  DISCUSSION ITEM: DRAFT 2027-2030 STRATEGIC DIRECTIONS, 

PERFORMANCE GOALS AND PRIORITY COMP PLAN STRATEGIES 
 

   
 VOTING 

 
Motion by:  
Second by:  
 

COMMISSIONERS YES NO ABSTAIN ABSENT RECUSE  

Olsen, Tom 
Deshpande, Kedar 
Forney, Meg 
Frederick, Amber A. 
Engelhart, Dan 
Rucker, Charles 
Garcia, Jason 
Carvajal Moran, Kay 
Abene, Cathy 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  
  

XIV. PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS 
  
 XV. ADJOURNMENT 
  

 
Adjourned at 7:54 PM 
 
Respectfully submitted, 


