
AMENDED AND RESTATED DONATION AGREEMENT 

DOWNTOWN EAST COMMONS ENHANCEMENTS 

(THE COMMONS) 

 
 This Agreement is made as of the ______ day of __________, 2026 between Green Cities 

Accord, a Minnesota nonprofit corporation (formerly known as Green Minneapolis) that is exempt 

from federal income tax as an organization described in section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue 

Code, and the City of Minneapolis, acting by and through its Park and Recreation Board, a body 

politic and corporate under the laws of Minnesota (the “Park Board”). 

RECITALS 

 WHEREAS, on October 29, 2015, Green Cities Accord and the City of Minneapolis 

entered into that certain Donation Agreement - Downtown East Commons Enhancements for the 

purpose of soliciting funds for a to-be-constructed urban park as part of a development agreement 

that also included the construction of the adjacent U.S. Bank Stadium, modifications to which were 

thereafter memorialized by those certain letters from Green Minneapolis to the City of Minneapolis 

dated January 28, 2016 and February 17, 2017 (collectively, the “Original Agreement”);  

 WHEREAS, the park, named The Commons, was constructed and, on March 8, 2017, the 

City of Minneapolis conveyed The Commons to the Park Board; 

 WHEREAS, the fundraising effort by Green Cities Accord under the Original Agreement 

is completed and Green Cities Accord continues to hold Funds (as hereinafter defined) for 

donation; and 

 WHEREAS, Green Cities Accord desires to donate the remaining Funds to the Park Board 

for enhancements to The Commons.  

 NOW THEREFORE, the parties agree as follows: 

ARTICLE I.  GENERAL. 

 1.1 This Agreement amends and restates the Original Agreement in its entirety. 

1.2 The recitals set forth above are true and correct and are incorporated herein by 

reference and made part of this Agreement. 

 1.3 Each capitalized term used in this Agreement shall have the meaning given such 

term when first defined herein. 

 1.4 The term of this Agreement shall continue until the Funds have been donated in 

their entirety. Notwithstanding anything which may be set forth in this Agreement or otherwise to 

the contrary, Green Cities Accord is not obligated to donate or otherwise distribute the Funds, in 

part or in total, by any certain date. 

ARTICLE II.   THE FUND. 

 2.1 Green Cities Accord has established a fund currently known as the Commons 

Reserve (“the Funds”). 
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 2.2 The purpose of the Funds is for enhancements to The Commons (“Enhancements”). 

All donations from the Funds must align with the intent of the donors of the Funds. The Board of 

Directors of Green Cities Accord shall have sole discretion to determine whether a proposed use 

of the Funds is consistent with such purpose and intent. 

 2.3 The Funds may be donated to the Park Board for charitable and public purposes 

consistent with those described in this Agreement. Any and all such donations shall be completed 

in conformance with the donation process set forth in Exhibit A attached hereto (the “Donation 

Process”), which may hereafter be modified from time to time by Green Cities Accord in its sole 

discretion. In the instance of any conflict between the Donation Process and the remainder of this 

Agreement, this Agreement shall control. Green Cities Accord and the Park Board acknowledge 

and agree that in donating any Funds, Green Cities Accord shall be entitled to rely upon the 

representations of the Park Board in determining the appropriateness of any such donation.  

 2.4 The Funds are owned by Green Cities Accord, which may modify any restriction 

or condition of the donation of the Funds if, in the sole judgment of the Board of Directors of 

Green Cities Accord, such restriction or condition becomes unnecessary, incapable of fulfillment, 

or inconsistent with the charitable purpose of the Fund. 

 2.5 Donation of the Funds may be made on a “spend down” basis or in a lump sum 

transfer to the Park Board. 

 2.6 The Board of Directors of Green Cities Accord shall have the sole discretion as to 

the investment and reinvestment of the Funds, including the selection of investment managers and 

custodians of the Funds. The Funds may be commingled with other assets of Green Cities Accord, 

provided that the separate identity of the Funds and any donations therefrom are maintained.  

 2.7 The Park Board acknowledges that Green Cities Accord will from time to time 

debit from the Funds and retain for its own account an administrative, legal, and accounting fee in 

an amount equal to $1,500.00 per month, or such other percentage or amount as Green Cities 

Accord may from time to time designate by notice to the Park Board. 

ARTICLE 3.   REPRESENTATIONS AND WARRANTIES. 

 3.1 The Park Board represents and warrants to Green Cities Accord that as of: (a) the 

date of the this Agreement, (b) the date of any donation request made to Green Cities Accord, and 

(c) the date of the receipt by the Park Board of any donation of the Funds, that: (i) The Commons 

is an urban public park, and (ii) the Funds will be used solely to support Enhancements to The 

Commons. 

 3.2 Green Cities Accord represents and warrants to the Park Board that: (a) it is a 

Minnesota nonprofit corporation that is exempt from federal income tax as an organization 

described in section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code, and (b) it is registered with the 

Minnesota Attorney General to solicit contributions for charitable purposes in the State of 

Minnesota. 

ARTICLE 4.   MISCELLANEOUS. 

 4.1 All notices, requests, consents, or other communications required under this 

Agreement shall be in writing and shall be deemed to have been properly given if served personally 

of if sent by United States registered or certified mail or overnight delivery service to the parties 
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as follows (or at such other address as a party may from time to time designate by written notice 

given pursuant to this Section): 

 

Park Board:   Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board 

     2117 West River Road 

     Minneapolis, MN 55411 

     Attn: Superintendent 

 

 Green Cities Accord: Green Cities Accord 

     PO Box 582877 

     Minneapolis, MN 55458 

     Attn: Executive Director 

 

Each notice shall be deemed given and received on the date delivered if served personally or by 

overnight delivery service, or if sent by United States registered or certified mail, then one (1) 

business day after its delivery to the address of the respective party as provided in this Section 4.1. 

Notices sent by a party’s counsel shall be deemed notices sent by such party. 

 

 4.2 This Agreement may be executed in any number of counterparts, each of which 

shall constitute one and the same instrument. 

 

[Signature page follows]
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 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Parties have executed this Agreement as of the date stated 

in the first paragraph of this Agreement. 

 

 

GREEN CITIES ACCORD 

 

 

By: ____________________________ 

Its: Executive Director 

CITY OF MINNEAPOLIS, acting by and 

through its PARK AND RECREATION 

BOARD, a body politic and corporate under 

the laws of Minnesota 

 

 

      
 

 

 

 

By: ________________________________ 

Its: President of the Board 

 

By: ________________________________ 

Its: Secretary to the Board 

 

 

Approved as to Form: 

 

By: _________________________________ 

Its: General Counsel 
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EXHIBIT A 

Commons Reserve Donation Process 

 

1. The Park Board shall prepare a written donation request including requested amount, a 

description of how the funds will be used, whether the funds will be for operating or capital 

uses, and the timing for when the donated funds are requested and will be expended. 

 

2. Green Cities Accord staff will review the donation request to confirm alignment with donor 

agreements and alignment with community input gathered during the City of Minneapolis park 

planning process. A staff recommendation will be prepared for review and approval by the 

Board of Directors of Green Cities Accord. 

 

3. At the next regularly scheduled Green Cities Accord Board of Directors meeting, the Board 

will review the donation request and staff recommendation and vote to approve the donation 

request. 

 

4. For approved donations to the Park Board, the Park Board will conduct their own process for 

approval of receipt of the donation, and notify Green Cities Accord once Park Board approval 

has been completed. 

 

5. Green Cities Accord staff will process payment of the donation to the Park Board within thirty 

(30) days of email notification of Park Board approval.  

 


