
 

Resolution 2026-120 

RESOLUTION APPROVING AN ASSIGNMENT AND ASSUMPTION AGREEMENT WITH THE CITY 
OF MINNEAPOLIS AND GREEN CITIES ACCORD, AN AMENDED AND RESTATED DONATION 

AGREEMENT FOR DOWNTOWN EAST COMMONS ENHANCEMENTS (THE COMMONS) WITH 
GREEN CITIES ACCORD, AND TERMINATING A MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING AND A 
GROUND LEASE BETWEEN THE MINNEAPOLIS PARK AND RECREATION BOARD AND THE CITY 

OF MINNEAPOLIS, ALL RELATED TO THE COMMONS, A PART OF THE MINNEAPOLIS 
NEIGHBORHOOD PARK SYSTEM 

 
Whereas, The Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board (MPRB) was created by the Minnesota 
Legislature in April 1883 and has the authority to manage and operate park facilities; 
 
Whereas, MPRB is the steward of Minneapolis parks; 
 
Whereas, The City of Minneapolis (City) entered into an agreement with Green Cities Accord 
(formerly Green Minneapolis) which allowed private fundraising to support the creation of the 
Downtown East Commons, now known as The Commons; 
 
Whereas, The creation of The Commons was facilitated by a Memorandum of Understanding and 
a ground lease between the MPRB and the City which established a framework for cooperation 
in the ownership and operation of The Commons, promoted the public interest of The Commons, 
and ensured compliance with state law and the City Charter; 
 
Whereas, The Commons opened to the public July 2016 and was determined to be complete in 
August 2016; 
 
Whereas, Upon its opening to the public, The Commons was operated by the City through an 
agreement with Green Cities Accord; 
 
Whereas, Litigation by a private party challenged the City’s ownership and operation of The 
Commons and resulted in a conveyance of The Commons fully to MPRB as a neighborhood park 
in the Minneapolis park system; 
 
Whereas, MPRB assumed ownership and operation of The Commons on April 1, 2020; 
 
Whereas, Fundraising by Green Cities Accord includes remaining funds of approximately $1.2 
million which can be directed to operations and limited capital improvements for The Commons; 
 



 

Whereas, The City has approved assigning the donation agreement to the MPRB and through the 
amended and restated donation agreement with Green Cities Accord for The Commons, MPRB 
can work directly with Green Cities Accord to access funds available for The Commons;  
 
Whereas, The Memorandum of Understanding and a ground lease between MPRB and the City 
established through Resolution 2014-367 were rendered essentially immaterial by the 
aforementioned litigation but have not been formally terminated; 
 
Whereas, The termination of the Memorandum of Understanding and Ground Lease were 
considered and approved by the City Council; and 
 
Whereas, This resolution is supported by Parks for All, the MPRB Comprehensive Plan 2021-2036, 
under Goal 3: “Provide core services with care” and Goal 4: “Work from our strengths and 
determine our role in partnerships;” 
 
Resolved, That the Board of Commissioners approves an assignment and assumption agreement 
with the City of Minneapolis and Green Cities Accord and an amended and restated donation 
agreement for Downtown East Commons (The Commons) with Green Cities Accord;  
 
Resolved, That the Board of Commissioners terminates a Memorandum of Understanding and a 
Ground Lease between the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board and the City of Minneapolis, 
also related to The Commons, a part of the neighborhood park system; and 
 
Resolved, That the President of the Board and Secretary to the Board are authorized to take all 
necessary administrative actions to implement this resolution.  
  



 

 
TO:  Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board 
 
FROM:  Jennifer Ringold, Deputy Superintendent 
 
DATE:  June 17, 2026 
 
SUBJECT: RESOLUTION APPROVING AN ASSIGNMENT AND ASSUMPTION AGREEMENT 

WITH THE CITY OF MINNEAPOLIS AND GREEN CITIES ACCORD, AN AMENDED 
AND RESTATED DONATION AGREEMENT FOR DOWNTOWN EAST COMMONS 
ENHANCEMENTS (THE COMMONS) WITH GREEN CITIES ACCORD, AND 
TERMINATING A MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING AND A GROUND LEASE 
BETWEEN THE MINNEAPOLIS PARK AND RECREATION BOARD AND THE CITY OF 
MINNEAPOLIS, ALL RELATED TO THE COMMONS, A PART OF THE MINNEAPOLIS 
NEIGHBORHOOD PARK SYSTEM 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
This action assigns a donation agreement for Downtown East Commons  Enhancements (The 
Commons) that originated with the City of Minneapolis (City) and Green Cities Accord (formerly 
Green Minneapolis) related to The Commons and amends and restates it to allow the MPRB to 
work directly with Green Cities Accord (Attachments A and B). This would allow the Minneapolis 
Park and Recreation Board (MPRB) to work with Green Cities Accord to access funds available to 
The Commons. The action would also terminate a Memorandum of Understanding and a Ground 
Lease between the City and MPRB (Attachments C and D), both of which relate to The Commons, 
recognizing those instruments are no longer necessary.  
 
The City and Green Cities Accord, a nonprofit entity, entered into an agreement that included 
raising funds to support capital and operating costs for the Downtown East Commons (now 
known as The Commons). At about the same time, the City and MPRB entered into a 
Memorandum of Understanding and Ground Lease supporting the development of The 
Commons, both of which were necessary because of the city Charter which directs responsibility 
for parks in Minneapolis to MPRB. The Memorandum of Understanding and the Ground Lease 
were approved by the Board of Commissioners through Resolution 2014-371. The City has taken 
a parallel action to terminate the MOU and Ground Lease. 
 
The work of Green Cities Accord provided funds to support the construction of The Commons as 
well as a reserve directed to operations and future capital improvements. At the end of 2025, the 
reserve is approximately $1.2 million. 
 



 

Litigation subsequent to the development of The Commons resulted in the conveyance of the 
park fully to the MPRB on April 1, 2020.  For the purposes of this action, the City sees value in 
allowing MPRB to deal directly with Green Cities Accord relative to its reserved funds.  
 
The conveyance of full ownership of The Commons from the City to MPRB as a result of the same 
litigation also renders the Memorandum of Understanding and the Ground Lease irrelevant. This 
action would formally terminate those instruments. 
 
All agreements have been reviewed by legal counsel. 
 
The costs of operations and programming for The Commons have been addressed in previous 
budgets. There is no financial impact resulting from this action other than gaining the potential 
to access directly those funds held in reserve by Green Cities Accord. 
 
 
PREVIOUS BOARD ACTIONS 
 
December 17, 2014  Resolution 2014-371 Resolution Approving the Memorandum of  
    Understanding and Lease Between the City of Minneapolis and 
    the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board for the Downtown East 
    Commons 
April 17, 2019 Resolution 2019-169 Resolution Approving the Sublease 

Agreement and the Assignment and Assumption Agreement, Both 
Related to the Commons, Being Parkland Within the Minneapolis 
Park System, and Between the Minneapolis Park and Recreation 
Board and the City of Minneapolis     
   

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
Staff recommends that the Board of Commissioners approve assignment and assumption 
agreement with the City of Minneapolis and Green Cities Accord, an amended and restated 
donation agreement for Downtown East Commons (The Commons) with Green Cities Accord, 
and terminate a Memorandum of Understanding and a Ground Lease between the Minneapolis 
Park and Recreation Board and the City of Minneapolis, also related to The Commons, a part of 
the neighborhood park system. 
 
This action is supported by the following goals and strategies in Parks for All, the MPRB 
Comprehensive Plan 2021-2036: 
 
Goal: Strategy: 



 

04. Work from our strengths and 
determine our role in 
partnerships 

4.13: Collaborate with other agencies and organizations 
to share best practices in parks and recreation, 
governance, engagement and public service. 

 
Attachments: 
 
1. Attachment A - Assignment and Assumption Agreement 
2. Attachment B - Amended and restated donation agreement for Downtown East Commons 
(The Commons) with Green Cities Accord 
2. Attachment C – Termination of the MOU 
3. Attachment D – Termination of the Ground Lease 
 

 

 
Jbr 6.17.2026. 
 
 


