
 

Resolution 2026-117 

RESOLUTION APPROVING A LAND EXCHANGE WITH THE ANIMAL HUMANE SOCIETY 
REGARDING PROPERTY AT THEODORE WIRTH REGIONAL PARK TO BETTER ALIGN PROPERTY 

FOR USABLE PARKLAND 
 
Whereas, The Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board (MPRB) was created by the Minnesota 
Legislature in April 1883 and has the authority to manage and operate park facilities;  
 
Whereas, MPRB is the fee title owner of property in Theodore Wirth Regional Park (Wirth Park), 
located in both Golden Valley and Minneapolis, Minnesota; 
 
Whereas, An adjacent property owner, the Animal Humane Society (AHS), wishes to acquire a 
portion of Wirth Park to accomplish its redevelopment plans; 
 
Whereas, AHS also owns other land immediately adjacent to and surrounded by Wirth Park, 
which is more advantageous for the MPRB to use as parkland; 
 
Whereas, MPRB parcel desired by AHS and the AHS parcel that it does not need are nearly the 
same size, except the land parcel owned by AHS is slightly larger;  
 
Whereas, MPRB staff have reviewed a proposal to exchange these two parcels, and have 
consulted with the Metropolitan Council regarding impacts on the Regional Park and Trail system; 
 
Whereas, Though the acquisition of the AHS parcel is not specifically called for in the adopted 
Theodore Wirth Regional Park Plan, acquiring it would create a more legible boundary for the 
park and would create more contiguous park space than currently exists in this vicinity;  
 
Whereas, In consideration of the mutual benefits to both parties, MPRB and AHS wish to execute 
a land exchange to further the goals of each organization; and 
 
Whereas, This resolution is supported in Parks for All, the MPRB Comprehensive Plan 2021-2036, 
under Goal 2: “Steward a continuum of nature and recreation;” 
 
RESOLVED, That the Board of Commissioners approves a land exchange with the Animal Humane 
Society regarding property at Theodore Wirth Regional Park to better align property for usable 
parkland; and 
 
RESOLVED, That the President of the Board and Secretary to the Board are authorized to take all 
necessary administrative actions to implement this resolution. 
  



 

TO: Planning Committee 
 
FROM: Michael Schroeder, Assistant Superintendent, Planning 
 
DATE: 6/17/2026 
 
SUBJECT: RESOLUTION APPROVING A LAND EXCHANGE WITH THE ANIMAL HUMANE 

SOCIETY REGARDING PROPERTY AT THEODORE WIRTH REGIONAL PARK TO 
BETTER ALIGN PROPERTY FOR USABLE PARKLAND 

 
 
BACKGROUND  
 
This action considers the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board (MPRB) approving a land 
exchange with the Animal Humane Society (AHS) regarding property at Theodore Wirth Regional 
Park to better align property for usable parkland.  
 
MPRB is the fee title owner of the land at 1251 Theodore Wirth Parkway, Golden Valley, MN, 
being part of Theodore Wirth Regional Park and including property immediately adjacent to and 
east of 845 Meadow Lane North, Golden Valley MN 55422, owned by AHS. The portion of MPRB 
property proposed to be transferred to AHS is a narrow strip immediately adjacent to and east 
of the AHS parking lot. Historically and currently, it has been used by AHS for parking without an 
MPRB license. The land is currently occupied by concrete curb and a portion of the paved parking 
lot. The history of the construction of the parking lot and how it came to be on parkland is 
unknown.  
 
The portion of AHS property proposed to be transferred to MPRB is a triangular tract that 
constitutes the northeast tip of the existing AHS parcel. It is immediately adjacent to MPRB’s 
existing Theodore Wirth Regional Park parcel, which largely surrounds this triangular AHS parcel.  
 
The reason that AHS would like to complete the land exchange is due to renovations and 
improvements to its operations in Golden Valley. AHS plans to build a new 2-story, 13,000 square 
foot pet clinic. As part of this campus refresh, the new pet clinic will be built at the site of a 
current AHS storage building. Because of this improvement, there is a need to provide adequate 
access for emergency vehicles, especially fire, around the entire building.  
 
The MPRB parcel is 10,223 square feet (Attachment A); the AHS parcel is 10,412 square feet 
(Attachment B). As result of the land exchange, MPRB will receive from AHS 189 square feet more 
than it will give to AHS. 
 
In addition to approval by the Board of Commissioners, and as a requirement for title insurance, 
MPRB must obtain permission from the Metropolitan Council (Met Council) allowing transfer of 



 

title. This is because the MPRB parcel is subject to a Declaration given by MPRB in 2002 
(Attachment C) related to bond financing that prohibits MPRB from transferring title without the 
approval of Met Council.  In this circumstance, Met Council can provide administrative approval 
for this swap, thereby releasing the Declaration from the portion transferred to AHS.  
Administrative Met Council approval will be pursued after positive action by the Board of 
Commissioners, and this resolution will serve as a declaration of Board support, which is a 
requirement of administrative approval.  
 
Although the MPRB Long Range Plan for Theodore Wirth Regional Park does not specifically call 
for this change to the boundary, the proposed land exchange benefits MPRB in improving the 
contiguousness and potential usefulness of the regional park. It eliminates an illegible property 
line that creates an unusual geography in this part of the park, allowing more coherent space for 
recreational access.  
 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
Staff recommends that the Board of Commissioners approve a land exchange with the Animal 
Humane Society regarding property at Theodore Wirth Regional Park to better align property for 
usable parkland. 
 
This action is supported by the following goals and strategies in Parks for All, the MPRB 
Comprehensive Plan 2021-2036. 
 
Goal: Strategy: 
02. Steward a continuum of 
nature and recreation 

02. Support the preservation, management, and 
increase in acreage of natural and naturalized areas for 
ecosystem benefits and for public benefit. 

 
Attachments: 
 
1. ATTACHMENT A - Exhibit - MPRB parcel to AHS 
2. ATTACHMENT B - Exhibit - AHS parcel to MPRB 
3. ATTACHMENT C- May 2002 Met Council Declaration - MPRB Parcel 
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