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Minneapolis

Park & Recreation Board

TO: Planning Committee

FROM: Michael Schroeder, Assistant Superintendent, Planning

DATE: July 1, 2026

SUBJECT: DISCUSSION ITEM: 40TH STREET PARK RENAMING PROCESS UPDATE
BACKGROUND

At the initial urging of community members in 2021, the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board
(MPRB) began a community engagement effort to consider renaming the formerly named “Sibley
Field Park,” now temporarily named 40t Street Park, in south Minneapolis. MPRB staff requested
that the Board of Commissioners consider a name change for this park because of the history of
violence perpetuated against the Dakota people by the park’s namesake, Henry Hastings Sibley.
Online survey findings discovered that residents were interested in identifying a Dakota name for
the park instead. Since 2021, staff have worked to understand how to “unname” and rename a
park through a Dakota-led process.

The name “Sibley” was removed in 2025 and the park was temporarily renamed 40™ Street Park
until a new name could be identified.

This process has not been linear, not for community nor for staff. There is no roadmap to outline
how to do this in a way that is respectful and honors the Dakota people. MPRB staff, through
guidance from the MPRB Indigenous Parks Liaison, the Native American Parks Council, and from
Dakota and Indigenous community members, have been in discussions for a number of years and
have landed on a number of key findings and takeaways.

This study item will update the Board of Commissioners on the process for renaming (the
temporarily named) 40 Street Park — formerly “Sibley” Park — to date, and the current plan to
identify a new park name through a Dakota-led process.

PREVIOUS BOARD ACTIONS

April 2, 2025 Resolution to remove the name “Sibley” from the park and all park
assets located at 1900 East 40 Street in Minneapolis; Rescinding
resolution 2023-171 placing into nomination the name “Chante
Tinza Winyan” for the park; and establishing the temporary name
of “40t Street Park” for this location, until which a final name is
recommended through an Indigenous-center process approved by
the Board of Commissioners
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March 5, 2025 Discussion Item regarding Sibley Park Renaming Update

September 20, 2023 Resolution 2023-171: RESOLUTION PLACING INTO NOMINATION
THE NAME "CHANTE T'INZA WINYAN PARK” FOR THE
MINNEAPOLIS PARK AND RECREATION BOARD PROPERTY KNOWN
AS SIBLEY FIELD AND INITIATING THE FORMAL PARK NAMING
PROCESS AS REQUIRED UNDER POLICY

January 4, 2023 Discussion Item about Park Renaming and community feedback
on name options.

Goal: Strategy:

01. Foster belonging and equity 1.3: Amplify Indigenous stories, histories, cultural
practices and connections to land through employment,
partnerships, reconciliation planning, programming,
ceremony, foraging, land management, interpretation
and proactive community engagement across projects
and programs.

Attachments:
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