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Resolution 2026-115

RESOLUTION APPROVING AN UPDATE TO THE MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING
BETWEEN THE CITY OF MINNEAPOLIS AND MINNEAPOLIS PARK AND RECREATION BOARD
FOR THE CREATION OF A PARK AT THE NEW NICOLLET (FORMER KMART) SITE AT 10 AND 30
WEST LAKE STREET IN MINNEAPOLIS

Whereas, The Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board (MPRB) was created by the Minnesota
Legislature in April 1883 and has the authority to manage and operate park facilities;

Whereas, MPRB adopted the Southwest Service Area Parks Plan (SWSAPP) in 2020 which outlines
park planning and future park development in all areas of Minneapolis west of I-35W and south
of 1-394;

Whereas, SWSAPP includes the long-term strategy to acquire additional public parkland within
an identified “Park Search Area” which includes the Whittier neighborhood;

Whereas, The City of Minneapolis (The City) owns certain property and is undertaking a
redevelopment known as the New Nicollet (former Kmart site) project at the intersection of
Nicollet Avenue South and Lake Street, which is located in the Whittier neighborhood and within
the SWSAPP “Park Search Area;”

Whereas, The City plans to develop the New Nicollet property to include housing and mixed uses
and desires a public park to be included as part of the development;

Whereas, The City and MPRB have initiated preliminary discussions of long-term land transfer of
a portion of the New Nicollet property to MPRB for creation of a new park;

Whereas, The City and MPRB desire to continue to work collaboratively due to the considerable
long-term benefits that a park in this location will have for the community and residents, with
the end goal of delivering a new park in an efficient, cost-effective manner that maximizes value
for taxpayers;

Whereas, The City and MPRB wish to outline the terms in which both parties are thus far in
agreement in order to facilitate continued productive discussions towards land transfer and
creation of a new park; and

Whereas, This resolution is supported by Parks for All, the MPRB Comprehensive Plan 2021-2036,
under Goal 1: “Foster belonging and equity,” Goal 2: “Steward a continuum of nature and
recreation,” Goal 3: “Provide core services with care,” and Goal 4: “Work from our strengths and
determine our role in partnerships;”
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RESOLVED, That the Board of Commissioners approves an Update to the Memorandum of
Understanding between the City of Minneapolis and the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board
for the creation of a park at the New Nicollet (former Kmart) Site at 10 and 30 West Lake Street
in Minneapolis; and

RESOLVED, That the President and Secretary of the Board are authorized to take all necessary
administrative actions to implement this resolution.
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TO: Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board
FROM: Michael Schroeder, Assistant Superintendent, Planning
DATE: 6/17/2026

SUBIJECT: RESOLUTION APPROVING AN UPDATE TO THE MEMORANDUM OF
UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN THE CITY OF MINNEAPOLIS AND MINNEAPOLIS PARK
AND RECREATION BOARD FOR THE CREATION OF A PARK AT THE NEW NICOLLET
(FORMER KMART) SITE AT 10 AND 30 WEST LAKE STREET IN MINNEAPOLIS

BACKGROUND

This resolution considers approval of an Update to the Memorandum of Understanding (MOU)
between the City of Minneapolis and the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board for the creation
of a park at the New Nicollet (former Kmart) Site at 10 and 30 West Lake Street in Minneapolis.
The MOU was approved by the Board of Commissioners through Resolution 2024-95 in June
2024.

The City of Minneapolis (City) owns approximately 10 acres of land between the Midtown
Greenway, Lake Street, 1st Avenue, and Blaisdell Avenue. This property is referred to as “New
Nicollet (former Kmart) site.” The City plans to reconnect and reconstruct Nicollet Avenue
between 29th Street and Lake Street, and to develop a high-density, mixed-use, walkable district
including a new park on the remainder of the city-owned site.

The Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board (MPRB) adopted the Southwest Service Area Parks
Plan (SWSAPP) in 2020. This plan identifies a need to acquire additional public parkland within a
“Park Search Area” that includes the Whittier neighborhood. The “New Nicollet (former Kmart)
site” is also located in this park search area. Both the City and MPRB wish to work collaboratively
to create a new park at this location.

MPRB staff have been consulting with City staff as technical advisors since 2022 about a potential
park in this location and have been involved throughout the City’s public space framework
process and selection of a site developer. MPRB Planning staff have led internal MPRB
conversations across multiple divisions and have incorporated staff feedback into the City’s
process. An MOU regarding the project was adopted by MPRB and the City in 2024. This update
to the original MOU outlines the terms in which both parties are thus far in agreement in order
to facilitate continued productive discussions regarding land transfer and creation of a new park.

Approving this update to the MOU would not create any budget impact beyond staff time to
continue collaboration, as directed in SWSAPP. The MOU does not commit MPRB at this time to
any expenditures or to the purchase of land for the new park.
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More information is available on the City’s project website:
https://www2.minneapolismn.gov/government/programs-initiatives/new-nicollet

The language of the update to the MOU has been reviewed and approved by legal counsel as to
form and content.

PREVIOUS BOARD ACTIONS
September 3, 2025 Resolution 2025-56: New Nicollet Project Update Discussion
June 5, 2024 Resolution 2024-95: Resolution Approving a Memorandum of

Understanding Between the City of Minneapolis and Minneapolis Park and
Recreation Board for the Creation of a Park at the New Nicollet (Former
Kmart) Site at 10 and 30 West Lake Street in Minneapolis

December 6, 2023 Resolution 2023-139: New Nicollet/Kmart Project Update Study Item

RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends that the Board of Commissioners approve an Update to the Memorandum of
Understanding Between the City of Minneapolis and Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board for
the Creation of a Park at the New Nicollet (Former Kmart) Site at 10 and 30 West Lake Street in
Minneapolis.

This action is supported by the following goals and strategies in Parks for All, the MPRB
Comprehensive Plan 2021-2036.

Goal: Strategy:

01. Foster belonging and equity 1.12: Leverage the park system’s public presence and
community connections as an avenue to uplift and
effect social change.

02. Steward a continuum of 2.11: Prioritize new parks and new park amenities that

nature and recreation benefit climate resilience and equitable park access.

03. Provide core services with care 3.12: Increase park staff, safety, programming,
operations and design capacity to meet increased
demands of park system expansion, including new park
acquisition, development, new facilities, increased
programs, increased events and to support the
implementation of the comprehensive plan.

03. Provide core services with care 3.16: Strive to achieve equitable levels of service across
the system through data-driven analysis and alignment
with MPRB values.


https://www2.minneapolismn.gov/government/programs-initiatives/new-nicollet

04. Work from our strengths and
determine our role in partnerships

04. Work from our strengths and
determine our role in partnerships

Attachments:

Jbr 17.2026
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4.3: Leverage partnerships with businesses, sponsors,
volunteers, agencies and nonprofits to fill financial and
service gaps in facilities, programs and staffing.

4.8: Create system-wide connections to and through
parks for pedestrians, cyclists, and transit riders based
on master plans and in collaboration with agency
partners.



