
 

TO: Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board 
 
FROM: Jeremy Barrick, Assistant Superintendent, Environmental Stewardship 
 
DATE: 7/15/2026 
 
SUBJECT: PRESENTATION OF THE MINNEAPOLIS TREE ADVISORY COMMISSION'S ANNUAL 

REPORT TO THE MPRB BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
 

 
BACKGROUND 
 
In March 2004 the Minneapolis Park & Recreation Board (MPRB) created the Minneapolis Tree 
Advisory Commission (MTAC).  The charge of the MTAC is to advise on the enhancement of the 
Minneapolis urban forest and its long-term health. The goals are to coordinate issues related to 
trees across City jurisdictions; to evaluate issues related to trees; to report annually to the MPRB 
and City Council; and to explore new ways to acquire resources that increase support for urban 
forest establishment and management. 
 
The annual report for 2026 will focus on specific areas that are important to the health of the 
urban forest. To fulfill its obligation of providing an annual report for 2026, MTAC is providing 
four recommendations to help sustain tree benefits for consideration by the MPRB and the City 
of Minneapolis. The recommended topics for 2026 are as follows: 
 
1. Fund the urban canopy 
2. Protect the urban canopy via policies 
3. Expand the urban canopy with private property owners 
 
PREVIOUS BOARD ACTIONS 
 
August 18, 2021 Minneapolis Tree Advisory Commission Annual Report for 2021 
 
September 7, 2022 Minneapolis Tree Advisory Commission Annual Report for 2022 
 
March 6, 2024 Minneapolis Tree Advisory Commission Annual Report for 2023 
 
August 21, 2024 Minneapolis Tree Advisory Commission Annual Report for 2024 
  
 
 
 
 



 

This discussion item supports the following goals and strategies in Parks for All, the MPRB 
Comprehensive Plan 2021-2036. 
 
Goal: Strategy: 
02. Steward a continuum of 
nature and recreation 

2.9: Support new technologies, innovations, and best 
practices rooted in science and research, that promote 
stacked functions and multiple uses in parks.  

03. Provide C=core services with 
care 

3.6: Mitigate urban heat and climate change in park 
design, planning, programming and management based 
on industry best practices, data-informed decisions, and 
innovations. 

06. Strengthen ecological 
connections 

6.1: Support a healthy urban ecosystem through 
monitoring and improving air, soil, water, and habitat 
quality.  

07. Connect through 
communications and technology 

7.7: Focus communication strategies on connecting, 
dialoging, and partnering with community rather than 
focus on informing. 

 
Attachments: 
 
1. Attachment A - MTAC Roster - 2026 
 

 
 
 
 


