
 

Resolution 2026-114 

RESOLUTION DIRECTING THE SUPERINTENDENT TO INITIATE A PROCESS TO DECOMMISSION 
THE MINNEHAHA OFF-LEASH RECREATION AREA IN ADVANCE OF THE SCHEDULED 

MINNEHAHA REGIONAL PARK LONG-TERM PLAN UPDATE 
 
Whereas, The Minneapolis Park & Recreation Board (MPRB) is the steward of the Minneapolis 
park system; 
 
Whereas,  The MPRB acknowledges that the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board system is 
located on the traditional, ancestral and contemporary lands of Indigenous people. This land 
holds great historical, spiritual and personal significance for its original stewards, the Native 
nations and peoples of this region, including the Dakota and Ojibwe people; 
    
Whereas,  Parks for All, the MPRB Comprehensive Plan 2021-2036 and work supporting the 
MPRB's Indigenous Action Plan commit to the MPRB to reduce barriers to the use of parks for 
traditional cultural practices; 
 
Whereas, The MPRB owns and operates Minnehaha Regional Park (Park) as a part of its regional 
park system; 
 
Whereas The MPRB learned of the likelihood of Mni Owe Sni (Coldwater Spring), a sacred area 
for the Dakota and other Tribes, being partially within the Park’s boundary during due diligence 
work supporting demarcation of the off-leash recreation area in the Park;   
 
Whereas, In 2023, Mni Owe Sni was officially designated as a Traditional Cultural Place by the 
National Register of Historic Places; 
 
Whereas, The MPRB engaged with Dakota Tribal Historic Preservation Officers and the MPRB 
Native American Parks Council to around the history, cultural importance, and contemporary use 
of the OLRA land; 
 
Whereas, Based on information shared with the Board of Commissioners by the National Park 
Service, the Minnesota Historical Society, and representatives of the Dakota community, the off-
leash recreation area at the Park is incompatible with Mni Owe Sni as a Traditional Cultural Place; 
 
Whereas, MPRB staff will begin a process to update the long-range plan for Minnehaha Regional 
Park in 2026;  
 



 

Whereas, The off-leash recreation area at the Park is well-used and its decommissioning warrants 
a planning process to engage with community and stakeholders to identify opportunities for off-
leash activities for consideration by the Board of Commissioners; and 
 
Whereas, This resolution is supported in Parks for All, the MPRB Comprehensive Plan 2021-2036, 
under Goal 1: “Fostering equity and belonging,” Goal 2: “Steward a continuum of nature and 
recreation,” and Goal 6: “Strengthen ecological connections;” 
 
RESOLVED, That the Board of Commissioners directs development of a plan to decommission the 
existing off-leash recreation area at Minnehaha Regional Park in the Mni Owe Sni Traditional 
Cultural Place at the earliest practicable date, but not later than December 31, 2026, with such  
plan for decommissioning being in place prior to establishment of a new long-term plan for 
Minnehaha Regional Park; 
 
RESOLVED, That the Board of Commissioners further directs the Superintendent to include as a 
part of the plan  supporting additional off-leash recreation opportunities, which shall include 
engagement as defined through a Community Engagement Assessment and Community 
Engagement Plan, the establishment of a Technical  Advisory Committee to guide the plan, and 
a timeline for implementation additional opportunities for off-leash recreation activities at one 
or more other locations;  
 
RESOLVED, That the Board of Commissioners directs the Superintendent to develop and 
implement a communication plan to inform the public of activities undertaken in support of this 
resolution; 
 
RESOLVED, That the President and Secretary of the Board are authorized to take all necessary 
administrative actions to implement this resolution.  
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SUBJECT: RESOLUTION DIRECTING THE SUPERINTENDENT TO INITIATE A PROCESS TO 

DECOMMISSION THE MINNEHAHA OFF-LEASH RECREATION AREA IN ADVANCE 
OF THE SCHEDULED MINNEHAHA REGIONAL PARK LONG-TERM PLAN UPDATE 

 
BACKGROUND 
 
Resolution submitted on behalf of Commissioner Garcia. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
Resolution submitted on behalf of Commissioner Garcia. 
 
 
This action is supported by the following goals and strategies in Parks for All, the MPRB 
Comprehensive Plan 2021-2036. 
 
 
Goal: Strategy: 
01. Foster belonging and equity 1.3: Amplify Indigenous stories, histories, cultural 

practices and connections to land through employment, 
partnerships, reconciliation planning, programming, 
ceremony, foraging, land management, interpretation 
and proactive community engagement across projects 
and programs.  
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