
 

Resolution 2025-209 

RESOLUTION APPROVING AN AMENDMENT NO. 2 TO THE FUNDRAISING AGREEMENT 
BETWEEN THE MINNEAPOLIS PARK AND RECREATION BOARD AND VOICES OF THE ROSES, A 

501(C)3 ORGANIZATION, RELATED TO THE LYNDALE PARK ROSE GARDEN 
 
Whereas, The Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board (MPRB) is the steward of Minneapolis 
Parks; 
 
Whereas, MPRB was created by the Minnesota Legislature in April 1883 and has the authority to 
manage and operate park facilities; 
 
Whereas, MPRB owns and operates the Lyndale Park Rose Garden (Rose Garden) located at 4124 
Roseway Road and operates the Rose Garden as a part of the Minneapolis Chain of Lakes Regional 
Park; 
 
Whereas, MPRB staff has determined it to be necessary to repair, renovate and increase staffing 
for maintenance at the Rose Garden so that the garden can remain a reasonable recreation 
amenity for the neighborhood and park users; 
 
Whereas, Voices of the Roses, a community organization, desires renewed resources at the Rose 
Garden; 
 
Whereas, Voices of the Roses, newly organized as a 501(c)3 non-profit entity operating in 
Minnesota, desires to raise funds designated to support the operation, repair, and renovation of 
the Rose Garden aligned with a concept plan prepared by the MPRB; 
 
Whereas, The concept plan for the Rose Garden will be considered separately by the Board of 
Commissioners; 
 
Whereas, The Board of Commissioners previously entered into a fundraising agreement with 
Voices of the Roses through Resolution 2018-197, which was amended through Resolution 2020-
258 to extend the fundraising period; and 
 
Whereas, This resolution is supported by the following MPRB 2020-2036 Parks for All 
Comprehensive Plan goals: Goal 2: “Steward a continuum of nature and recreation,” Goal 3: 
“Provide Core Services with Care,” and Goal 6: “Strengthen Ecological Connections;” 
 
RESOLVED, That the Board of Commissioners approves Amendment No. 2 to the Fundraising 
Agreement between the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board and Voices of the Roses, a 
501(c)3 organization, related to the Lyndale Park Rose Garden; and 



 

 
RESOLVED, That the President of the Board and Secretary to the Board are authorized to take all 
necessary administrative actions to implement this resolution.  



 

TO: Administration & Finance Committee 
 
FROM: Michael Schroeder, Assistant Superintendent, Planning 
 
DATE: 9 October 2025 
 
SUBJECT: RESOLUTION APPROVING AN AMENDMENT NO. 2 TO THE FUNDRAISING 

AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE MINNEAPOLIS PARK AND RECREATION BOARD AND 
VOICES OF THE ROSES, A 501(C)3 ORGANIZATION, RELATED TO THE LYNDALE PARK 
ROSE GARDEN 

 
 
BACKGROUND 

This action considers Amendment No. 2 to the Fundraising Agreement between the Minneapolis 
Park and Recreation Board (MPRB) and Voices of the Roses related to the operation, repair, and 
renovation of the Lyndale Park Rose Garden (Rose Garden), located at 4124 Roseway Road and 
part of the Minneapolis Chain of Lakes Regional Park. 
 
The Board of Commissioners previously approved a fundraising agreement with Voices of the 
Roses through Resolution 2018-197. The Board of Commissioners subsequently approved a first 
amendment to the original Fundraising Agreement through Resolution 2020-258, extending the 
period of the agreement. Since the first amendment, the MPRB has prepared a concept plan for 
the Rose Garden with the support of the Lawrence Family Foundation. The concept plan will be 
considered separately by the Board of Commissioners. Also since the first amendment, Voices of 
the Roses has organized as a 501(c)3 entity operating in Minnesota. 
 
The MPRB cares for and maintains the Rose Garden as part of a series of gardens in Lyndale Park 
within the Minneapolis Chain of Lakes Regional Park. The Rose Garden is a regional attraction 
and an attractive feature in the neighborhood. Staff have heard from the neighborhood that 
specialized care for the Rose Garden is appreciated. 
 
Funding to support the repair, renovation and additional staffing for the Rose Garden would 
come solely from a fundraising performed by Voices of the Roses and would be aligned with the 
approved concept plan. The Fundraising Agreement would direct funds to the Rose Garden in the 
following priority order, each of which is further articulated in Amendment No. 2: 
 
a) Rose Garden interns and additional Rose Garden staff; 
b) Additional improvements identified in an approved Concept Plan and as further defined 

by the Assistant Superintendent for Planning Services in concert with Rose Garden staff; 
c) Replacement roses; 
d) Irrigation system in each rose bed; 



 

e) New paved pathways intended to improve accessibility for users; 
f) New benches and the replacement of benches; 
g) New fence around the garden; and 
h) Pathway repair, including pathways at the Heffelfinger Fountain. 
 
Amendment No. 2 of the Fundraising Agreement would extend the term for two years or until 
Voices of the Roses raises $625,000, whichever occurs first. 
 
The amended Fundraising Agreement has been reviewed by legal counsel as to form and legality. 
 
 
PREVIOUS BOARD ACTIONS 
 
June 6, 2018 Resolution 2018-197:  Resolution Approving a Fundraising Agreement 

with the Voices of the Roses, a Non­Profit Corporation Without 501C3 
Designation with a Fiscal Sponsor Agent in People for Parks, an 
Incorporated Non-Profit with 501C3 Organization, for Fundraising 
Related to the Lyndale Park Rose Garden 

 
 
July 1, 2020 Resolution Approving an Amended Fundraising Agreement with the 

Voices of the Roses, a Non-Profit Corporation Without 501(C)3 
Designation with a Fiscal Sponsor Agent in People for Parks or 
Minneapolis Parks Foundation, an incorporated non-profit with 501 
{c}3 organization, for Fundraising related to the Lyndale Park Rose 
Garden 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
Staff recommends the Board of Commissioners approves Amendment No. 2 to the Fundraising 
Agreement between the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board and Voices of the Roses, a 
501(c)3 organization, related to the Lyndale Park Rose Garden. 
 
This action is supported by the following goals and strategies in Parks for All, the MPRB 
Comprehensive Plan 2021-2036: 
 
 
Goal: Strategy: 
02. Steward a continuum of 

nature and recreation 
2.1: Prioritize preservation of historic, cultural and scenic 
resources with protection of natural resources and 
contemporary recreational needs in park management, 



 

design, implementation, interpretation, and 
development decisions. 
  

03. Provide core services with care 3.2:  Care for existing historic and cultural resources, 
public art and memorial collection through planning, 
staffing, inventory, management and conservation. 
 
  

03. Provide core services with care 3.11:  Design and implement parks that are welcoming, 
climate resilient, ecologically healthy, playful, beautiful 
and safe as they age. 
 
  

06. Strengthen ecological 
connections 

6.5: Utilize data-driven, equitable, science-based, 
regional, future-facing, ecological understanding in 
preserving, stewarding, maintaining, and improving 
natural areas, enhancing habitat connectivity, and 
improving and managing park infrastructure. 

 
Attachments: 
 
1. Attachment A - Amendment No. 2 - Voices of the Roses 
 

 
Jbr 10.9.2025. 
 


