
 

TO: Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board 
 
FROM: Jennifer Ringold, Deputy Superintendent 
 
DATE: 10/15/2025 
 
SUBJECT: TREE ASSESSMENT PUBLIC HEARING 

 
BACKGROUND 
 
The Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board will have a public hearing at 5:45pm on October 
15, 2025, in the Board Room of the Mary Merrill Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board 
Headquarters, 2117 West River Road, Minneapolis at the Board of Commissioners’ meeting. At 
this public hearing, individuals can share concerns or comments regarding their tree 
assessment. 

 
Individuals wishing to offer comments in-person about their tree assessment can either call 
612- 230-6400 before 3:00 pm or can also sign-up to speak in-person at the meeting before 
5:45 pm on the day of the hearing. Individuals may also submit comment in writing to be 
included in the record and shared with Commissioners. Please send your comment to 
OpenTime@minneapolisparks.org by noon on the day of the board meeting. 

 

The MPRB provides residential homestead property owners financial hardship options, 
individuals wanting more information on these options can call the Finance Department at 
612-230-6400 before the public hearing or view the information and select the option of choice 
at www.minneapolisparks.org/privatetrees (hyperlinks provided below). 

 
Note to homestead property owners experiencing financial hardship, it is important to select 
the available financial hardship option that works best prior to the levying of the 
assessment.  If the appeal is not successful, the property owner remains responsible for the 
assessment. 

Tree Removal Payment Options When MPRB Hires a Contractor 

Once MPRB has verified that the tree is removed, property owners will receive a mailing from 
the MPRB Finance Department detailing the final removal cost and payment options. Property 
owners can pay for the removal all at once or have the cost assessed to their property taxes 
over a period of 5 years with interest. 

For homestead property owners experiencing financial hardship, MPRB offers three additional 
methods of payment. 

mailto:OpenTime@minneapolisparks.org
http://www.minneapolisparks.org/privatetrees


 

1. Ten-year payment – homestead property owners can spread costs over a 10-year time 
span instead of the standard 5-year option on their property taxes. 

2. 20-year payment – homestead property owners can spread costs over a 20-year time 
span instead of the standard 5-year option on their property taxes. 

3. Deferment (for those who meet qualifications) – homestead property owners can defer 
the cost until the property is sold or the financial hardship disappears. 

 

Click Here for the Private Tree Removal Extended Payment & Deferment Options Form 

 

For further details explaining both the extended payment and deferment options: 

 

Financial Hardship Programs – 2025 [PDF] 
Financial Hardship Programs- Hmong [PDF] 
Financial Hardship Programs- Somali [PDF] 
Financial Hardship Programs- Spanish [PDF] 

 
Private Property Tree Removal Assessment Appeal Process 

Private property owners have a right to appeal the levying of the private property tree removal 
assessment to the district court. 

a. Prior to the levy of an assessment a public hearing is held which is the opportunity for 
the private property owner to provide an objection to the proposed assessment to the 
Board and can do so in person or in writing.  The Private Trees webpage will be updated 
to include the information regarding how to submit objections to the Board when the 
public hearing is scheduled. 

b. A written objection to the assessment signed by the private property owner is required 
to be submitted to the Secretary to the Board, Mayor, and/or City Clerk prior to or during 
the public hearing.  This provides the Board with the opportunity to address the 
objection prior to the levying of the assessments and prior to the filing of an appeal to 
the district court. 

c. The reference to the Mayor and City Clerk is provided since the MPRB is a discrete 
component unit of the City of Minneapolis which means residents have several options 
to file the legal written notice of appeal either with the Secretary to the Board, Mayor, 
and/or City Clerk. If received by the Mayor or City Clerk, the City would in turn send the 
notice to the MPRB. 

https://form.jotform.com/233106244791049
https://www.minneapolisparks.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/Financial-Hardship-Options-2025-1.pdf
https://www.minneapolisparks.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/Financial-Hardship-2025-FINAL-Hmong-1.pdf
https://www.minneapolisparks.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/Financial-Hardship-2025-FINAL-Somali-1.pdf
https://www.minneapolisparks.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/Financial-Hardship-Options-2025-Spanish-1.pdf


 

d. If the assessment is levied by the Board by formal resolution the private property owner 
has the right to appeal the assessment to the District Court under state law. 

e. The private property owner has 30 days from the date the formal resolution was passed 
to provide written notice of the intent to appeal the assessment through District Court, 
to be submitted to the Secretary to the Board, Mayor, and/or City Clerk, once that notice 
has been given, then the resident has 10 days to do the actual filing with Hennepin 
County District Court. 

Note to homestead property owners experiencing financial hardship, it is important to select 
the available financial hardship option that works best prior to the levying of the 
assessment.  If the appeal is not successful, the property owner remains responsible for the 
assessment. 

------ 
 
This discussion items supports the following goals and strategies in Parks for All, the MPRB 
Comprehensive Plan 2021-2036. 
 
Goal: Strategy: 
07. Connect through 
communications and technology 

7.4: Educate staff and the community on critical issues 
facing the city and region, specifically: health and 
wellness benefits of parks; potential linkages between 
park investment, gentrification, and displacement; 
environmental and ecological issues; the benefits of, 
threats to, and care of the urban tree canopy, birds, and 
wildlife; strategies about how to decrease waste and 
plastic pollution; invasive species management and 
prevention; climate change impacts and resiliency; 
shared public responsibility for waste reduction, water 
quality, and city-wide tree canopy; indigenous 
acknowledgment, history, rights, culture and 
perspectives; park safety and security. 

 
 
Jbr 10.15.2025. 
 


