
Per Section 16 of the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board Rules of the Board, amendments and 
additions to the agenda submitted by the MPRB will be posted by 5 pm the day before the scheduled 
committee or full-board meeting of the Board of Commissioners. 

 
From: Ringold, Jennifer B. <JRingold@minneapolisparks.org>  
Sent: Tuesday, July 23, 2024 7:53 AM 
To: Forney, Meg A. <MForney@minneapolisparks.org>; Shaffer, Elizabeth A. 
<EShaffer@minneapolisparks.org> 
Cc: Bangoura, Al K. <ABangoura@minneapolisparks.org>; Goodrich, John T. 
<JGoodrich@minneapolisparks.org>; Wiseman, Juli M. <JWiseman@minneapolisparks.org> 
Subject: FW: Amendment Res. 2024-137 
 
Com Shaffer,  
 
We will include this as a possible amendment on the 7/24 agenda. Best, jbr 
 
Jennifer B. Ringold 
Deputy Superintendent and Board Secretary| Minneapolis Park & Recreation Board | 2117 West River 
Rd. Minneapolis, MN 55411 |O: 612-230-6464 | C: 612-516-0727 
 
From: Shaffer, Elizabeth A. <EShaffer@minneapolisparks.org>  
Sent: Tuesday, July 23, 2024 7:01 AM 
To: Forney, Meg A. <MForney@minneapolisparks.org> 
Cc: Ringold, Jennifer B. <JRingold@minneapolisparks.org> 
Subject: Amendment Res. 2024-137 
 
Hello President Forney,  
 
I would like to submit this amendment to Resolution 2024-137 for board consideration during the full 
board meeting. 
 
Elizabeth Shaffer 
Commissioner, District 4 
Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board 
m: 612-791-3701 
eshaffer@minneapolisparks.org 
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Amendment to Resolution 2024-137 

Maximum Property Tax Levy for 2025 Budget 
 
Whereas, The previous board of commissioners directed MPRB to provide free programming in areas of 
concentrated poverty beginning in 2022 without a financial plan or budget to support; 
 
Whereas, Staff have worked diligently to fund this directive using internal cost savings without any levy 
request (approx. $750,000-$1,000,000 of reallocations primarily from the recreation budget) the last 
two to three years; 
 
Whereas, In this pilot effort, free-programming has created some unintended consequences including 
allowing sign-ups for individuals residing outside the targeted neighborhood, free classes didn’t always 
promote consistent attendance and not fully utilizing staff for program capacity; 
 
Whereas, MPRB staff are currently considering moving to needs-based free programming city-wide;  
 
Whereas, the board of commissioners have had one public discussion about expanding free 
programming city-wide; 
 
Whereas, MPRB staff have not presented a detailed plan about city-wide needs-based free programming 
to the public or board of commissioners including how it will be financially sustainable for the long term; 
 
Whereas, The board of commissioners has not been presented any formal action for approval of city-
wide free programming; 
 
Whereas, Putting forward a levy request for an action the board of commissioners has not formally 
approved is premature; 
 
Resolved, Remove the $150,000 for free programming from the 2025 MPRB levy request; and 
 
Resolved, Reallocate the $150,000 to levy line item “Strategic Direction D – Care for Park Assets” 
($196,000) for a new total of $346,000; and 
 
Resolved, Reconsider a levy request for needs-based free programming city-wide in 2026 or when 
formal board approval for this direction is met. 
 
 


