
 

Resolution 2022-247 

RESOLUTION DIRECTING STAFF TO ORGANIZE A PUBLIC HEARING RELATED TO THE 
HIAWATHA GOLF COURSE AREA MASTER PLAN BEFORE THE PLANNING COMMITTEE OF THE 

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS, WITH SUCH HEARING OCCURRING  
NOT EARLIER THAN AUGUST 17, 2022 

 
 
Whereas, The Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board (MPRB) owns and operates Hiawatha Golf 
Course, a property that is part of Nokomis-Hiawatha Regional Park;  
 
Whereas, The MPRB, after understanding that millions of gallons of ground water are being pumped 
each year from Hiawatha Golf Course into Lake Hiawatha, directed staff to study the causes of the 
extreme volumes of pumping and to forward to the Board of Commissioners a water management 
strategy that would reduce pumping;  
 
Whereas, Upon receiving the water management strategy, the Board of Commissioners directed staff 
to prepare a master plan for Hiawatha Golf Course that would reduce pumping while retaining at 
least nine holes of traditional golf in a configuration that is flood-resilient and ecologically 
appropriate;  
 
Whereas, The MPRB completed a community-driven master planning process for the Hiawatha Golf 
Course Area, which included an appointed Community Advisory Committee, that was presented for 
consideration by the Board of Commissioners as Resolution 2018-230, which would be an 
amendment to a previously approved Nokomis-Hiawatha Regional Park Master Plan (Master Plan);  
 
Whereas, The Master Plan was developed through a process that included seven meetings of the 
Community Advisory Committee and ten focus group sessions conducted between March 2018 and 
July 2019, as well as deep collaboration with the City of Minneapolis and the Minnehaha Creek 
Watershed District;  
 
Whereas, The Master Plan was refined based on comments received from MPRB staff, project 
stakeholders, and the general public during a public comment period that concluded on September 
15, 2020;  
 
Whereas, The Master Plan strives for a balance of golf and other recreation and passive activities set 
in a landscape guided by water management and meets the direction outlined by the Board of 
Commissioners in Resolution 2018-230;  
 
Whereas, A public hearing was held on February 17, 2021 to allow additional public comment on the 
Master Plan prior to its consideration by the Board of Commissioners; 
 



 

Whereas, On April 7, 2021 Resolution 2021-136 to approve the Master Plan with amendments that 
included a naming of a facility, which requires six votes, failed on a vote of four to two votes;  
 
Whereas, On July 21, 2021 Resolution 2021-249 to approve the Master Plan was defeated by the 
Board of Commissioners on a vote of four votes to five votes;  
 
Whereas, Members of the current Board of Commissioners have expressed interest in having the 
Master Plan be brought before the Board for its further review and consideration; and  
 
Whereas, This resolution is supported by the following goals and strategies in Parks for All, the MPRB 
Comprehensive Plan: “Goal 2, Strategy 13 - Make golf courses and golf course buildings welcoming 
multi-use recreational and ecological facilities, Goal 6, Strategy 5 - Utilize data-driven, equitable, 
science-based, regional, future-facing, ecological understanding in preserving, stewarding, 
maintaining, and improving natural areas, enhancing habitat connectivity, and improving and 
managing park infrastructure, Goal 6, Strategy 8 - Implement strategies to remove and reduce trash 
and plastic in parks and water bodies, and Goal 9, Strategy 9 – Reimagine Enterprise Fund programs 
and facilities across the system based on market-driven approaches and sponsorship opportunities 
to offset park program and asset costs that balance ecology and recreational uses;”  
 
RESOLVED, That the Board of Commissioners directs staff to organize a Public Hearing related to the 
Hiawatha Golf Course Area Master Plan before the Planning Committee of the Board of 
Commissioners, with such public hearing occurring not earlier than August 17, 2022; and  
 
RESOLVED, That the President of the Board and Secretary to the Board are authorized to take all 
necessary administrative actions to implement this resolution.  
 

  



 

TO: Planning Committee 
 
FROM: Michael Schroeder, Assistant Superintendent, Planning 
 
DATE: 20 July 2022 
 
SUBJECT: RESOLUTION DIRECTING STAFF TO ORGANIZE A PUBLIC HEARING RELATED TO 

THE HIAWATHA GOLF COURSE AREA MASTER PLAN BEFORE THE PLANNING 
COMMITTEE OF THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS, WITH SUCH HEARING 
OCCURRING NOT EARLIER THAN AUGUST 17, 2022 
 

 
BACKGROUND  
 
This Board action directs staff to organize a Public Hearing related to the Hiawatha Golf Course Area 
Master Plan before the Planning Committee of the Board of Commissioners, with such public hearing 
occurring not earlier than August 17, 2022. That date was determined through careful consideration of 
ordinances relating to the conduct of hearings supporting park facility development and redevelopment 
projects. This process has been developed in consultation with legal counsel. It is important to note that 
a public hearing for this type of project is paired with an action item on an agenda. As such, approving this 
resolution will place the public hearing along with a resolution to consider the Hiawatha Golf Course Area 
Master Plan onto a Planning Committee agenda no earlier than August 17, 2022.  
 
The Master Plan is the product intense planning, design, and engineering work that has occurred since 
the June 2014 flood which closed half the course for several weeks and the other half for over a year. The 
Master Plan document is not attached to this resolution due to its size. Instead, it is posted on the project 
webpage at:  
 

(http://www.minneapolisparks.org/hiawathamasterplan). 
 
The Master Plan was first considered through Resolution 2021-136. As amended by commissioners, 
Resolution 2021-136 included the naming a facility. With this addition, the resolution required six votes 
to pass. Therefore, the entire resolution failed (four votes to two votes, with one commissioner absent 
and two abstaining). The Master Plan was then considered through Resolution 2021-249, where it failed 
to gain a majority (four votes to five votes, with all commissioners present for the vote). As a new set of 
commissioners took office in 2022, some requested to learn more about the Master Plan. MPRB staff 
presented two discussion items to the Planning Committee of the Board of Commissioners, one of which 
shared information regarding the water analysis and management phases of the work (to August 2017) 
and the other sharing the directions of the Master Plan itself (August 2017 to present). As those items 
were shared, it was made clear to staff that they desired a review of the Master Plan.  
 
The Master Plan has not changed since it was considered under Resolution 2021-136. A full review of the 
context of the Master Plan and the process pursued by staff to create it will be provided should this 
resolution be considered favorably by the Board of Commissioners.  
 

http://www.minneapolisparks.org/hiawathamasterplan


 

RECOMMENDATION  
 
Staff recommends that the Board of Commissioners directs staff to organize a Public Hearing related to 
the Hiawatha Golf Course Area Master Plan before the Planning Committee of the Board of 
Commissioners, with such public hearing occurring not earlier than August 17, 2022. 
 
This action is supported by the following goals and strategies in Parks for All, the MPRB Comprehensive 
Plan 2021-2036: 
 
 
 

Goal: Strategy: 
02. Steward a continuum of nature 
and recreation 

13. Make golf courses and golf course buildings welcoming 
multi-use recreational and ecological facilities.  

06. Strengthen ecological connections 05. Utilize data-driven, equitable, science-based, regional, 
future-facing, ecological understanding in preserving, 
stewarding, maintaining, and improving natural areas, 
enhancing habitat connectivity, and improving and managing 
park infrastructure.  

06. Strengthen ecological connections 08. Implement strategies to remove and reduce trash and 
plastic in parks and water bodies.  

09. Operate a financially sustainable 
enterprise 

09. Reimagine Enterprise Fund programs and facilities across 
the system based on market-driven approaches and 
sponsorship opportunities to offset park program and asset 
costs that balance ecology and recreational uses.  

 
Attachments: 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
Jbr. 7.20.22. 


