
 

TO: Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board 
 
FROM: Michael Schroeder, Assistant Superintendent, Planning 
 
DATE: 20 July 2022 
 
SUBJECT: COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT ASSESSMENT FOR CAVELL PARK DIAMOND TO 

MULTIUSE FIELD CONVERSION 

 
BACKGROUND 
 
In Fall 2022, the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board (MPRB) will convert one of the 
unprogrammed diamond fields at Cavell Park to a multiuse field.  The southern diamond field will 
remain along 34th Avenue NE. The diamond fields have not been programmed in many years, and 
this diamond field is planned as a multiuse field in the Cavell Park Master Plan.  There are a variety 
of drop-in sports at Cavell Park, and the new arrangement will allow for maximum flexibility in 
the space.   
 
The formal programming at Cavell includes soccer and diamond fields sports, and the improved 
multiuse field will provide a needed improvement.   Transition of one of the diamonds to a field 
will allow for a better layout for both diamond and field sports.  Furthermore, the East of the 
River Master Plan called for a reduction in diamond fields in the service area which is currently 
well served with them. This reduction will help improve maintenance practices of the remaining 
diamond fields by focusing staff time and resources.  Fields that go unprogrammed do not get 
regular maintenance, therefore weeds occur.  MPRB used to spray pesticides on our aglime fields 
to keep the weeds down but have not used that practice in several years.  
 
The field transition will include removal of aglime and the backstop of the NW diamond field. The 
benches will be left in place and while they show some signs of wear, are not in need of 
replacement at this time. The aglime area will be dressed with topsoil and seeded with a Bee 
Lawn seed mix.   
 
------ 
 
This discussion items supports the following goals and strategies in Parks for All, the MPRB 
Comprehensive Plan 2021-2036: 
 
Goal: Strategy: 
03. Provide core services with care 13. Prioritize excellence in daily maintenance of parks 

including best practices in waste management, winter 
maintenance, facilities maintenance, and landscaping 



 

services to meet the distinct needs of the regional and 
neighborhood parks. 
  

03. Provide core services with care 07. Design, evolve, and maintain high quality athletic 
facilities including fields, diamonds, skateparks, ice rinks, 
courts, and tracks to support a range of multigenerational 
sports balancing tradition and emerging trends. 

 
Attachments: 
 
1. Attachment A -Community Engagement Assessment for Cavell Park Diamond Conversion 
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