
 

Resolution 2022-220 

RESOLUTION APPROVING SIBLEY PARK IMPROVEMENTS CONCEPT PLAN  
 
Whereas, The Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board (MPRB) is the steward of Minneapolis 
parks and lakes; 
 
Whereas, The MPRB owns and operates Sibley Park; 
 
Whereas, The Board of Commissioners approved the South Service Area Master Plan at the 
September 28, 2016 Board meeting which included the Master Plan for Sibley Park; 
 
Whereas, The MPRB has allocated NPP20 and funding from the Dibble-Hornstein Parkland 
Dedication funds for playground improvements at Sibley Park;  
 
Whereas, The MPRB solicited professional service qualifications through the Target Market 
Program (TMP) in November 2021 for the design and development of concept design for the 
Sibley Park Improvements Project;   
 
Whereas, The consultant firm Aune Fernandez Landscape Architects was selected to serve as the 
project lead and prime consultant with sub-consultants for design for the Sibley Park 
Improvements Project; 
 
Whereas, The Community Engagement Plan developed for this project was followed to consult 
with staff and community for ideas and input regarding the development of the park playground 
and wading pool improvements, including input gained through stakeholder meetings, on-site 
engagement, and an online survey;  
 
Whereas, Engagement of the staff and community has resulted in a concept plan for playground 
improvements at Sibley Park that align with the existing Master Plan for Sibley Park;  
 
Whereas, The concept plan proposes to expand and upgrade the playground and the wading 
pool, improving park access and adding new site features and landscaping; and 
 
Whereas, This resolution is supported by Parks for All, the MPRB Comprehensive Plan 2021-2036, 
which envisions in Goal 1 to “Foster belonging and equity”, in Goal 3 to “Provide core services 
with care”, and in Goal 5 to “Expand focus on health equity;” 
 
RESOLVED, That the Board of Commissioners approves the concept plan for the Sibley Park 
Improvements project; and 
 
RESOLVED, That the President of the Board and Secretary to the Board are authorized to take all 
necessary administrative actions to implement this resolution. 



 

  
TO: Planning Committee 
 
FROM: Michael Schroeder, Assistant Superintendent, Planning 
 
DATE: 6 July 2022 
 
SUBJECT: RESOLUTION APPROVING THE SIBLEY PARK IMPROVMENTS CONCEPT PLAN  
 
BACKGROUND 
 
This resolution considers the approval for the park improvements concept plan for Sibley Park 
(Attachment A). The concept plan resulted from engagement of the community and close review 
of the Master Plan for Sibley Park as demonstrated in the South Service Area Master Plan.  
 
PARK HISTORY AND BACKGROUND  
Sibley Park is a square two city blocks in size bounded by Longfellow and 20th Avenues and 39th 
and 40th Streets in the Standish Neighborhood. It is a “park in a bowl” with its fields and other 
assets significantly lower than the surrounding neighborhood, with steep slopes leading upwards 
to adjacent streets. This creates a feeling of comfortable enclosure, with recreational amenities 
contained in a sort-of valley or arena.  
 
Today, Sibley Park features a typical quartet of ball diamonds arranged around the edges of the 
main field area, with soccer fields striped between them during the soccer season. Arranged in a 
line along the southern edge of the park (40th Street) is a basketball court, recreation center 
building, a wading pool, playgrounds, and a tennis court. Surrounding the building is a large 
concrete plaza space. A small parking lot sits adjacent to 40th Street, which slopes steeply down 
at the center. 
 
Sibley Park was designated for purchase by the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board on 
November 16, 1921. The first petitions for a park in the vicinity were received by the Park Board 
in September, 1921 and acquisition for the park proceeded quickly. The first plan for the park 
was published in the 1921 Annual Report. The land purchase cost was assessed to property 
owners in the neighborhood, as was the practice at the time. The Park was named in 1923 for 
General Henry Hastings Sibley, the first Regional Governor of Minnesota, who was inaugurated 
in 1858. Prior to being named for Sibley, the park was referred to as Cedar Avenue Heights Park.  
 
The Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board (MPRB) initiated a park renaming process in 2021 in 
response to community support for Sibley Park's name to be changed. Sibley’s legacy has come 
into question because of violence against the Dakota people under his leadership.   
 
In early 2016, the Board approved the South Service Area Master Plan which included a master 
plan for Sibley Park. The first phase of improvements is the subject of this concept plan approval. 



 

The improvements consist of the expansion and upgrade of the playground and the renovation 
of the wading pool. 
 
Community engagement around the playground and wading pool concept included email blasts, 
signage in the park, onsite pop-up meetings, interview with park users, online surveys and open 
houses.  
 
If approved, the playground and wading pool are planned to begin construction in late Fall 2022, 
with completion in Summer 2023. 
 
FUNDING 
 
FUNDING / COST SUMMARY 

Sources   $1,208,347  

2019 CIP: NPP 20  $99,000.00  

2021 CIP: NPP 20  $922,000.00  

2019 Park Dedication  $86,634.00  

2021 Park Dedication  $100,713.00  

      

Uses   
$331,935.60 

 

PSA – Aune Fernandez LA - Design/CD and ADM 
Services - COM 

$159,989.60 
  

PSA – Aune Fernandez LA - Design/CD and ADM 
Services PSA - Additional Services Request #1 

$56,510.00   

Total ADM Fees $21,436.00   

Geotechnical and Topographic Surveys $14,000.00    

MPRB Staff Time $80,000.00    

      

Balance Available for Construction  $      876,411.40 

 
 
PREVIOUS BOARD ACTIONS 
 
September 28, 2016 Resolution 2016 - 282: Resolution Approving the 2016 South Service 

Area Master Plan 

April 20, 2022  Resolution 2022-165:  Resolution Approving Amendment No.1 to 

Professional Services Agreement, Contract No. COM0004922 with 

Aune Fernandez Landscape Architects design services that include 

construction documents, engineering, and construction 

administration documentation for the Sibley Park Improvements 



 

project, within the Minneapolis Chain of Lakes Regional Park in the 

amount of $56,510.00, for a new contract total of $216,499.60 

 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
Staff recommends that the Board of Commissioners approve the Sibley Park Improvements 
Concept Plan. 
 
This action is supported by the following goals and strategies in Parks for All, the MPRB 
Comprehensive Plan 2021-2036: 
 
Goal:     Strategy: 
01. Foster belonging and equity 04. Provide a wide variety of programs in the parks and 

activities at events to promote social, multi-generational 
and cross-cultural interaction and that create shared 
community experiences to bring diverse residents together 
in joyful, artful, and playful purpose. 

 
03. Provide core services with care 11. Design and implement parks that are welcoming, 

climate resilient, ecologically healthy, playful, beautiful and 
safe as they age. 

 
05. Expand focus on health equity 11. Encourage and support healthy play for all ages and 

abilities. 
 
 
Attachments: 
 
1. Attachment A – Sibley Park Improvements Concept Plan  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jbr 7.6.22. 


