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Minneapolis

Park & Recreation Board

TO: Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board

FROM: Jeremy Barrick, Assistant Superintendent for Environmental Stewardship
DATE: May 4, 2022

SUBJECT: Racial Equity Evaluation for the Community Garden Program’s 2021 Season
Background:

The Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board of Commissioners passed a Community Garden
policy in 2018 allowing plot-based gardening on park land. Implementation of the program
started in 2019 and by spring of 2021, 8 gardens were available for community use. Garden sites
were selected based on community interest and need, partnership opportunities, feasibility, and
direction from MPRB’s master plans. Outreach is conducted from September to February each
year to promote the garden application process as outlined in the policy.

The garden plot application asks gardeners to share their race/ethnicity. The data was used to
evaluate the 2021 season of the program and develop recommendations for improving racial
equity in MPRB’s community gardens. Participant feedback is also shared in the report. While the
percentage of applicants identifying as white is slightly higher than the general population of
Minneapolis, plot recipients more closely reflect Minneapolis demographics. After being offered
a plot, a significant neighbor of BIPOC gardeners did not end up participating in the program. Site
specific data varied, but generally gardens had more diverse participants in their second year.

This evaluation was used to make three general recommendations for improvement in the
program:
1. Create gardens that function as gathering spaces for community.
2. Improve on outreach strategies for the garden application process.
3. Reduce drop-offin participants from initial offering of a plot to participating in the
program.

Specific strategies for accomplishing these goals are outlined in the complete report (attached
here). The full report is shared with the public on the Community Garden website:
(www.minneapolisparks.org/communitygardens). This evaluation will be conducted and shared
annually.

Attachment A - 2021 Community Garden Program Racial Equity Evaluation



