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Resolution 2022-179

RESOLUTION APPROVING THE TEMPORARY USE OF THE BELL OF THE USS MINNEAPOLIS,
BEING PROPERTY OF THE MINNEAPOLIS PARK AND RECREATION BOARD, BY THE MINNESOTA
NAVY LEAGUE COUNCIL FOR THE COMMISSIONING OF THE USS MINNEAPOLIS SAINT PAUL
(LCS21) AT THE PORT OF DULUTH IN MAY 2022

Whereas, In 1928 the Navy-Marine Navy Post #472 of the American Legion gifted the Bell of the
USS Minneapolis to be displayed at the Navy Rock Memorial at Bde Maka Ska (then Lake
Calhoun);

Whereas, The Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board (MPRB) accepted the gift of the Bell of the
USS Minneapolis from the American Legion, and authorized funds for the construction of a public
memorial to commemorate the service of sailors and Marines at the site;

Whereas, For a number of years the MPRB established and maintained the Navy Rock Memorial
on the northeast corner of Bde Maka Ska which included a mast with the Bell of the USS
Minneapolis affixed to the mast;

Whereas, At some point during the 1970s the Bell of the USS Minneapolis was removed or
disappeared from the Navy Rock Memorial and the mast from which is was attached;

Whereas, After some number of years, the Bell of the USS Minneapolis was located at
Minnetonka High School and the Superintendent of the MPRB undertook actions to have it
rightfully returned to the MPRB;

Whereas, Through Resolution 2021-209 an agreement was reached whereby the Bell of the USS
Minneapolis would be returned to the MPRB and be recognized fully as property of the MPRB;

Whereas, The Bell of USS Minneapolis has been returned to the MPRB and staff have undertaken
efforts to assess its condition and take necessary restorative actions;

Whereas, The Bell of the USS Minneapolis is stored until a proper temporary location can be
readied at Mary Merrill MPRB Headquarters and a final location at the new refectory at Bde Maka
Ska is ready;

Whereas, The United States Navy will commission the USS Minneapolis Saint Paul (LCS21) during
a ceremony to be held at the Port of Duluth in May 2022;

Whereas, The Minnesota Navy League Council (Navy League), a part of the Navy League of the
United States is a nonprofit civilian organization that supports the United States Navy and the
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United States Coast Guard and provides a voice to educate the public and Congress on the
importance of Sea Services to national defense;

Whereas, The Navy League desires to use the Bell of the USS Minneapolis as a part of the
commissioning ceremony for the USS Minneapolis Saint Paul (LCS21);

Whereas, The Navy League would assume full responsibility for the Bell of the USS Minneapolis
during a period of temporary use for the commissioning ceremony, including its transportation
to and from the commissioning site, its care during public displays and other activities during the
commissioning ceremony, and would provide appropriate insurance during its absence from the
MPRB; and

Whereas, This resolution is supported by Parks For All, the MPRB 2021-2036 comprehensive plan
and its goals: Goal #1, Foster Belonging and Equity, and Goal #4, Work from our Strengths and
Determine our Role in Partnerships;

RESOLVED, That the Board of Commissioners approves the temporary use of the Bell of the USS
Minneapolis, being property of the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board, by the Minnesota
Navy League Council for the commissioning of the USS Minneapolis-Saint Paul (LCS21) at the Port
of Duluth in May 2022; and

RESOLVED, That the President of the Board and Secretary to the Board are authorized to take all
necessary administrative actions to implement this resolution.
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TO: Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board
FROM: Al Bangoura, Superintendent
DATE: April 20, 2022

SUBIJECT: RESOLUTION APPROVING THE TEMPORARY USE OF THE BELL OF THE USS
MINNEAPOLIS, BEING PROPERTY OF THE MINNEAPOLIS PARK AND RECREATION
BOARD, BY THE MINNESOTA NAVY LEAGUE COUNCIL FOR THE COMMISSIONING
OF THE USS MINNEAPOLIS SAINT PAUL (LCS21) AT THE PORT OF DULUTH IN
MAY 2022

BACKGROUND

This resolution considers approval the temporary use of the Bell of the USS Minneapolis, being
property of the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board, by the Minnesota Navy League Council
(Navy League), a part of the Navy League of the United States, for the commissioning of the USS
Minneapolis-Saint Paul (LCS21) at the Port of Duluth in May 2022.

The Bell of the USS Minneapolis was gifted to the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board (MPRB)
by the Navy-Marine Navy Post #472 of the American Legion in 1928. The Bell was placed for
display at the Navy Rock Memorial at Bde Maka Ska (then Lake Calhoun). The Wheel of the USS
Minnesota was similarly gifted for display in the same location in 1932. The MPRB accepted the
gifts of the Bell of the USS Minneapolis and the Wheel of the USS Minnesota and authorized funds
for the construction of a public memorial to commemorate the service of sailors and Marines.
The MPRB established and maintained the Navy Rock Memorial at the location on the northwest
portion of Bde Maka Ska.

At some point during the 1970s, both the Bell of the USS Minneapolis and the Wheel of the USS
Minnesota were removed or disappeared from the Navy Rock Memorial. Both were discovered
at Minnetonka High School, after which the Superintendent of the MPRB undertook actions to
have it rightfully returned to the MPRB. In late 2021, the Bell of the USS Minneapolis and the
Wheel of the USS Minnesota were returned to the MPRB. Restoration of both artifacts were
undertaken and both are now stored awaiting display in the MPRB Headquarters lobby and,
eventually, at the new refectory at Bde Maka Ska.

The Navy League is a nonprofit civilian organization that supports the United States Navy and on
the importance of Sea Services to national defense. The Navy League has requested the
temporary use of the Bell of the USS Minneapolis during the commissioning of the USS
Minneapolis Saint Paul (LCS21). (Attachment A) The ceremony will be conducted at the Port of
Duluth in May 2022.
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The Navy League would assume full responsibility for the Bell of the USS Minneapolis during a
period of temporary use for the commissioning ceremony, including its transportation to and
from the commissioning site, its care during public displays and other activities during the
commissioning ceremony, and would provide appropriate insurance during its absence from the
MPRB. Upon completion of the temporary use related to the commissioning of the USS
Minneapolis Saint Paul (LCS21), the Bell of the USS Minneapolis would be returned to the MPRB.

The MPRB would allow the temporary use of the Bell of the USS Minneapolis by the Navy League
at no cost. The MPRB would not incur any costs related to the Navy League’s use of the Bell of
the USS Minneapolis.

PREVIOUS BOARD ACTIONS

May 5, 2021 Resolution 2021-209: Approving an Agreement Between the Minneapolis Park
and Recreation Board and Minneapolis Post No. 1 of the American Legion of the
City of Minneapolis

RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends that the Board of Commissioners approves the temporary use of the Bell of
the USS Minneapolis, being property of the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board, by the
Minnesota Navy League Council for the commissioning of the USS Minneapolis-Saint Paul (LCS21)
at the Port of Duluth in May 2022.

This action is supported by the following goals and strategies in Parks for All, the MPRB
Comprehensive Plan 2021-2036.

Goal: Strategy:
01. Foster belonging and equity 02. Connect the stories of park history with the stories of
today’s park users, projects and staff, and promote them

widely.
04. Work from our strengths and  01. Establish well-defined programmatic, facilities, and
determine our role in events-based partnerships with clear goals, evaluated
partnerships through an equity lens, to increase the MPRB’s level of

service that support a wide range of partnership types
including individuals, businesses, organizations large and
small, and other government agencies.
04. Work from our strengths and  13. Collaborate with other agencies and organizations to
determine our role in share best practices in parks and recreation, governance,
partnerships engagement and public service.
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Attachments:

1. Letter Request by Minnesota Navy League Council



