
 

Resolution 51/2022 

RESOLUTION APPORVING A MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING (“MOU”) BETWEEN THE 

MINNEAPOLIS PARK AND RECREATION BOARD (“PARK BOARD”) AND THE UNIVERSITY OF 

MINNESOTA RESEARCH TEAM, IN PURSUIT OF THE PARKS AND RECREATION FOR KIDS (PARKS) 

STUDY 

 
Whereas, The Minneapolis Park & Recreation Board (MPRB) exists to provide places and 

recreation opportunities for all people to gather, celebrate, contemplate, and engage in activities 

that promote health, well-being, community and the environment;  

 

Whereas, The MPRB serves Minneapolis youth in numerous ways and recognizes the opportunity 

to collaborate with the University of Minnesota in expanding services to Minneapolis youth being 

aligned with goals common to both the MPRB and University of Minnesota; 

 
Whereas, July of 2021 the MPRB and the The PARKS study funded by the University of Minnesota 

initiated a process and Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) that considers opportunities for 

collaboration related to programming, and community operations; and 

 

Whereas, this resolution is supported by the MPRB Comprehensive Plan, which Goal 1: “Fosters 

belonging and equity” and Goal 4: “Working with our strengths to determining our role in 

partnerships;”  

  
RESOLVED, That the Board of Commissioners approves a Memorandum of Understanding 

(MOU) between the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board (“Park Board”) and the University 

of Minnesota Research Team, in pursuit of the Parks and Recreation for Kids (PARKS) Study; and 

 

RESOLVED, That the President of the Board and Secretary to the Board are authorized to take 

all necessary administrative actions to implement this resolution. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



 

TO: Recreation Committee 

 

FROM: Mimi Kalb, Interim Assistant Superintendent for Recreation 
 

DATE: April 6, 2022 

 

SUBJECT: RESOLUTION APPORVING A MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING (“MOU”) 

BETWEEN THE MINNEAPOLIS PARK AND RECREATION BOARD (“PARK BOARD”) 

AND THE UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA RESEARCH TEAM, IN PURSUIT OF THE 

PARKS AND RECREATION FOR KIDS (PARKS) STUDY  

 
 

BACKGROUND 

 

This resolution considers a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with University of Minnesota 

(Research Team) to collaborate in the pursuit of the Parks and Recreation for Kids (PARKS) study. 

The PARKS study is a National Institutes of Health/Heart, Lung and Blood Institute (NIH)-funded 

University of Minnesota research study examining the possible impact of fee-waived youth sports 

programs and intensive community outreach on child physical activity levels.  

 

The PARKS Youth Sports Study is an ambitious initiative that demands both public and academic 

sector resources to reach its fullest potential. This is a UMN and urban park system collaboration 
with Minneapolis, Richfield and Saint Paul Parks and Recreation Departments, consisting of 20  

parks/recreation centers participating for two years each. Parks are selected for locations 

serving diverse neighborhoods and families. The primary goals of the Park Board/Research Team 

partnership are to: 

A. Identify any barriers to participating in park programs, including program fees, 

registration process, availability of information in preferred language, 

social/cultural support. 

B. Primary research outcome: increase child physical activity 

C. Secondary research outcomes: increase park program enrollment, participation 

 

The Park Board and Research Team have been collaborating since July of 2021 to develop a 

mutually beneficial strategy for participation in this study. This study is rooted in values that 

embody the Park Board’s and Research Team’s independent but complementary missions.  

 

If approved, the MOU shall be in effect through June 30, 2026, with recreation centers 

participating for two consecutive years once seasonal activities begin at a specific site. Either party 
may terminate this MOU by providing 30 days’ written notice to the other party. This MOU 

memorializes a mission-driven partnership between the Park Board and Research Team toward 



 

the mutual interest of implementing the study. The partnership model recognizes the Park 

Board’s expertise and role in park programming, community and operations. The partnership 

model also recognizes the Research Team’s unique ability to direct focused expertise and 
exploration toward the study. The partnership will allow data analysis to be implemented to a 

greater degree of robustness, timeliness, and community value than would otherwise be the 

case.  Nothing in this MOU is intended or will be construed to constitute a partnership between, 

or joint venture by, the parties or to constitute either party as the agent or employee of the other. 

 
RECOMMENDATION 

  

Staff recommends that the Board of Commissioners approve a Memorandum of Understanding 

(MOU) between the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board (“Park Board”) and the University of 

Minnesota Research Team, in pursuit of the Parks and Recreation for Kids (PARKS) Study .  

 

This action is supported by the following goal and strategy statements in the Parks for All, the 

MPRB Comprehensive Plan 2021-2036:  

 
 

 

Goal: Strategy: 

01. Foster belonging and equity 08. Prioritize youth and seniors in programming and 

park projects through ongoing research, proactive 

engagement, and embedding innovation in our culture 

and practices.  
04. Work from our strengths and 
determine our role in partnerships 

02. Increase awareness of and maximize access to MPRB 
resources, facilities and programs by connecting with 

schools, libraries, non-profits, businesses and arts 

organizations. 

 

Attachments: 

 

1. Attachment A – MOU for PARKS with University of Minnesota  
 

 


