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MEMORANDUM

DATE: June 15, 2026
TO: Kitsap County Board of Commissioners
FROM: Garrett Ballew, Long Range Planner

SUBJECT: Comprehensive Plan Remand Ordinance and Comment from the
Department of Commerce

The County is required to submit a 60-day Notice of Intent to Adopt to the Department
of Commerce at least 60 days prior to adopting development regulations or a
Comprehensive Plan update. On April 21, 2026, the County submitted draft
documents to the Department of Commerce for the 60-day Notice of Intent to Adopt
process.

In response, on May 18, 2026, Commerce provided review comments to the County. In
consideration of a recent 2025 court case, Futurewise et al. v. City of Mercer Island,
Commerce recommended that the County identify the number of housing units likely
to require subsidies and/or incentives to be affordable at the designated income levels
and the amount of funding and/or incentives needed for these units.

Because the Public Hearing and Deliberations have concluded, staff recommend a
Board amendment to the ordinance to address Commerce’s comment and document
its incorporation by 2029 in a future Comprehensive Plan update. 2029 is when the
County is required to submit its mid-cycle Comprehensive Plan update to Commerce.

The recommendation was not within the scope of the initial remand order and was
received at a time that did not allow sufficient opportunity for analysis, public review,
and implementation prior to the June 30, 2026 compliance deadline. Because the
Public Hearing and Deliberations have concluded, staff recommends the Board amend
the proposed ordinance to address Commerce’s comment and document its
incorporation by 2029 in a future Comprehensive Plan update. 2029 is when the
County is required to submit a “mid-Comp Plan cycle” update to Commerce on how it
is meeting its 20-year projected housing needs as established in the 2024 Comp Plan.
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Staff recommends the Board consider an amendment to the proposed ordinance. The
proposed amendment to the ordinance reads:

“Motion to renumber subsequent sections and add new Section 5. As follows,

‘Section 5. Affordable Housing Funding and Incentives Workplan. The County
received review comments from the Washington State Department of
Commerce on the proposed Comprehensive Plan amendments May 18, 2026.
Commerce noted the County’s amendments show sufficient land capacity for
the County’s housing needs at all income levels, which was the remand issue
from the Growth Board. Additionally, Commerce provided a recommendation,
based on another Growth Board matter, that the County work to identify (i) the
number of housing units likely to require subsidies and/or incentives in order to
be affordable to households at the designated income levels, and (ii) the level of
funding and/or incentives necessary to facilitate the development of such units.

The recommendation was received at a time that did not allow sufficient
opportunity for analysis, public review, and implementation prior to the June 30,
2026 compliance deadline.

The County has developed a work plan to evaluate and incorporate the
Department of Commerce’s recommendation no later than 2029.””

If there are any questions, please contact Garrett Ballew, Project Lead, at
gballew@kitsap.gov.



