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# Citatiby-Posting Lost WilliCodicil or No Copy

THE STATE OF TEXAS § ATTORNEY OR PERSON FILING CA F’P
COUNTY OF FANNIN § TODD ESTES, APPLICANT'S ATTOR@
§ 600 E TAYLOR ST STE 4007
§ SHERMAN TX 75090
. Coy Nity
TO-ALL PERSONS INTERESTED: By i ' FANNIg Rieg

' COUNTY 7
STYLEOF CAUSE: INTHE ESTATE OF CECIL CLARENCE KENNEDY, JR., DECEASE P A3
Depuy

CAUSE NUMBER : PR-2026-13549

ARI PHEA, Applicant(s), filed in the County Court at Law of Fannin County, Texas on the 24th day of April, 2026 an
application for: APPLICATION TO PROBATE WRITTEN WILL NOT PRODUCED IN COURT AND FOR ISSUANCE OF
LETTERS TESTAMENTARY. A copy of the will is accompanying the application

This application may be acted on by the Court at 10 o’clock A.M, on the First Monday next after the expiration of ten days
from date of posting this citation, the same being the 11th day of May, 2026 at the County Courthouse 101 E. Sam Rayburn Drive
Stite 113, in Bonham, Texas, 75418. All persons interested in the above mentioned estate are hereby cited to appear before this
Hlbnorable Court by filing a written contest or answer to this Application should they desire to do so. To ensure its consideration,
you or your attorney must file any objection, intervention, or response jn writing with the County Clerk of Fannin County, Texas
o1 or before the above-noted date and fime. .

The officer executing this citation shall post the copy of this citation at the Courthouse door of the County in which this
proceeding is pending, or at the place in or near the courthouse where public notices customarily are posted, for not less than ten days
before the retum day thereof, exclusive of the date of posting and shall return the original copy of this citation to the clerk stating in a
w‘.riuen return thereon the time when and the place where the posted such copy.

' Given under my hand and the seal of the Probate Court of Fannin County, Texas, at the office of the Fannin County Clerk in
Bonham, Texas, this the 24th day of April, 2026.

l Jenny L. Gamer, County Clerk,

[ Fannin County, Texas
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101 E. Sam Raybum Drive, Bonhatm, Texas 75418

By Deputy 9 77—
Krigty Ellison

OFFICER'S RETURN

\‘\

Came to hand on tﬂé‘ﬂ_‘ﬁh‘y of ' 202_[9 at 1255 o'clock M. and executed on the ﬁday of &r- / ,20 _52'6

by posting a copy of the above citation for ten days, exclusive of the day of posting, before the return day hereof, at the County

Courthouse door of Fannin County, Texas, or at the place in or near the Fannin County Courthouse where public notices customarily

ar;e posted.

I
l Constable/Sheriff
i
]
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= Ciidop-Posting Lost Will/Codicil or No Copy

Notice of Application to Probate Copy of Lost Will or Codicil
Or Lost Will or Codicil Without A Copy

You are notified that an application has been filed in this Decedent’s estate to probate a written will or
codicil even though the applicant cannot produce the original will. The application filed in this estate seeks
either to probate a copy of a lost will or codicil or to probate & lost will or cedicil without a copy (all referred to

below as “lost will?),

vw.iriil) revoked the will before the testator’s death. The Court will not grant the application in this case unless the

When an original will cannot be produced, the law presumes that the testator (the person who wrote the

applicant offers sufficient evidence to rebut that presumption and proves to the Court that the will was not
rév'oked, even though only a copy has been filed.

If no will is admitted to probate, Decedent’s property will pass to Decedent’s heirs. If a lost codicil to a
valid original will is not admitted to probate, Decedent’s property will pass to the devisees (beneficiaries)
named in the valid will. Therefore, your rights to inherit property may be affected by the probate of the lost will
either (1) as a heir of the Decedent, or (2) as someone who is named as a devisee in the lost will, or (3) as a

déevisee in a valid will when there is 2 lost codicil to that will.

If you want to object to the probate of the lost will, you must file a written objection with the Clerk. The
Clerk’s citation, which is attached to this notice, indicates the date by which you should file a written objection.
Note that the citation does not indicate a specific hearing date.

I ' - .
' If you sign an affidavit waiving citation, you are indicating to the Court that you do not object to the

p:robate of the lost will.
|
‘ You should consult an attorney if you have any questions about your rights in this probate matter.
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Fannin County - Court at Law

Jenny L. Garner
County Clerk
Fannin County, Texas

Reviewed By: Kristy Ellison

PR-2026-13549

P agt Wil and Wegtament

OF

CECIL CLARENCE KENNEDY JR.

STATE OF TEXAS
KNOW ALL MEN BY THESE PRESENTS:
COUNTY OF GRAYSON -

THAT-I; Cecil Clarence Kennedy-J T(aka Cecil-Kennedy); Tesiding and-beingdomiciled in~

Fannin County, Texas, being over the age of eighteen years, of sound mind and disposing memory,
and desiring to provide for the proper disposition of my Estate so that there may be no confusion
conceming the same after my death, do make, publish and declare this, my Last Will and Testament,
hereby revoking all Wills and Codicils by me heretofore made.

Section I - Identification of Family

I am not married. Ihave one child, whose name is Cecilia Kay Kennedy. I have no deceased
children.

Section_II - Payment of Debts

Except as provided otherwise herein, all of my legally enforceable obligations (excluding any
policy loans existing at my death with respect to any policies of insurance on my life), my funeral
expenses, the expenses of administration of my Estate, and all federal estate taxes and state
inheritance, estate, and succession taxes (including interest and penalties thereon) payable by reason
of my death upon or with respect to any property required to be included in my gross estate for estate
or like tax purposes, whether or not passing hereunder, including any part-of such taxes as is
attributable to the proceeds of policies of insurance on my life included in my taxable estate, but not
including any generation-skipping transfer taxes payable by reason of my death, shall be paid by my
Executor from the residue of my Estate, without reimbursement from any person.

Section 11 - Memorandum to Executor

I have made, or may from time to time make, a written memorandum in which I request that
certain items of personalty be distributed to certain named persons. Iurge the beneficiaries of my
Estate to respect these written requests.

CK
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Section IV - Bequest of Residuary Estate -

After the payment of my legally enforceable obligations, funeral expenses, expenses of the
administration of my Estate, expenses of my last illness, and any estate and inheritance taxes, and
any specific bequest, I will, give, bequeath and devise all the rest and residue of my Estate, of every
kind and character, real, personal, and mixed, wheresoever situated and howsoever acquired, I may
die seized and possessed of, or have any interest in, to be distributed as follows:

1. 1 give fifty percent (50%) of the residue of my Estate to my daughter Cecilia
Kay Kennedy. If Cecilia Kay Kennedy does not survive me, her share of the
residue of my Estate shall be distributed to her surviving descendants, per
stirpes and not per capita.

2. I give twenty-five percent (25%) of the residue of my Estate to my grandson
Noah Phea. If Noah Phea does not survive me, his share of the residue of my
Estate shall be distributed to his surviving descendants, per stirpes and not
per capita. If Noah Phea does not survive me and leaves no surviving
descendants, his share of the residue of my Estate shall be distributed to
Cecilia Kay Kennedy (or to her surviving descendants per stirpes if she does
not survive me). . '

3. I give twenty-five percent (25%) of the residue of my Estate to my
granddaughter Ari Phea. If Ari Phea does not survive me, her share of the
residue of my Estate shall be distributed to her surviving descendants, per
stirpes and not per capita. If Ari Phea does not survive me and leaves no
surviving descendants, her share of the residue of my Estate shall be
distributed to Cecilia Kay Kennedy (or to her surviving descendants per
stirpes if she does not survive me).

With regard to my tangible personal property passing as part of my residuary estate, if said
property is to be given to more than one beneficiary it is my hope that they will divide the tangible
personal property between themselves as they mutunally agree. If they do not agree to the division
of all of said property within six months after my death, my Executor shall make a binding and
conelusive division between them of such articles as they have not agreed to divide. My Executor
shall take into account the values of such articles so that, to the extent practicable, each of them will
in total receive a share of my tangible personal property representative of his or her proportionate
share of the total value of all of the tangible personal property. My Executor shall be guided, but not
bound, by any preferences which a beneficiary may express with respect to particular assets. Any
of the remaining articles which the Executor determines is either not desired by the beneficiaries or
not suitable for distribution to any of them shall be sold, the proceeds to be added to my residuary
estate. Any cost of packing and shipping this property shall be charged against my Estate as an
expense of administration.
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Section V - Appointment of Independent Executor/Compensation

I appoint Cecilia Kay Kennedy as Independent Executrix without bond, of this Will and of
my Estate.

If Cecilia Kay Kennedy should fail or cease to serve as Executrix for any reason, then I
appoint Ari Phea as First Alternate Independent Executrix without bond, of this Will and of my
Estate. If Ari Phea should fail or cease to serve for any reason, then [ appoint Noah Phea as Second
Alternate Independent Executor without bond, of this Will and of my Estate. Except where a
different meaning is required by the context, reference herein to "Executor” or "Executrix" shall
mean my Independent Executor or my Independent Executrix.

My Executor shall be entitled to receive reasonable compensation for his or her services as
Executor hereunder; and such compensation shall never exceed that customarily charged for similar
services by corporate fiduciaries domiciled and operating in the vicinity at the time such services are
rendered; and such compensation shall be in lieu of all fees and commissions prescribed by law, My
Executor shall also be entitled to reimbursement for expenses necessarily incurred in the
administration of my Estate.

Section VI - Powers of Executor

During the administration of my Estate I give my Executor full power and authority to
partition, exchange, and sell real and personal property upon such terms and conditions as my
Executor deems appropriate; to renew and extend debts; to borrow money; to pledge or mortgage
real or personal property for whatever purposes my Executor deems proper; to vote stock, in person
or by proxy, with or without powers of substitution; to exercise stock rights; to exercise stock options
and to borrow money for such purpose; to sell, lease, mortgage, partition, or otherwise dispose of
(except by gift) all or any part of my Estate; to enter into any transaction authorized by this Will with
the legal representative of any other estate or with the trustees of any trust estate; to continue the
operation of any proprietorship, carporation, partnership, or any other business enterprise in which
I may have an interest at the time of my death; to sell or liquidate my interest in any such business
enterprise at such time and upon such terms and conditions as my Executor deems appropriate; and
to carry out and enforce the provisions of any agreement providing for the disposition of all or any
part of my interest in any such business enterprise. Any operation, sale, or liquidation by my
Executor of such business enterprise or my interest therein shall, if accomplished in good faith, be
at the risk of my Estate and without liability on the part of my Executor for losses resulting
therefrom. My Executor may exercise its powers for any purpose and upon such terms and
conditions (whether extending beyond the administration of my Estate or not) as, in my Executor's
judgment, are in the best interest of my Estate and the beneficiaries thereof,

I authorize my Executor to distribute my Estate in whole or in part at such time or times as
he or she deems advisable, and my Executor is authorized to make such distribution in cash, orin
kind, or partly in cash and partly in kind, without requiring pro rata distribution of specific assets and

¢
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without regard to differences in tax bases of any such property, at fair market value on the date of
distribution.

Any authorized distributions may be made: (i) to or for the benefit of the beneficiary; (ii)
directly to the beneficiary; (iii) on behalf of the beneficiary for the beneficiary's benefit; (iv) to any
account in a bank or savings institution either in the name of the beneficiary or in a form reserving
title, management and custody of the account to a suitable person for their use of the beneficiary; (v)
in any form of annuity; (vi) in all ways provided by laws dealing with gifts or distributions to or for
minors (including, but not limited to, the Texas Uniform Transfers to Minors Act) or persons under
disability; and (vii) to any suitable person with whom the beneficiary resides or who has the care or
control of the beneficiary, without obligation to see to the further application of the distribution, and
the receipt for distribution by that person shall fully discharge my Executor.

Except as otherwise expressly provided herein, my Executor shall have the power and
authority to make any and all estate, inheritance, and income tax elections available to my Executor,
including but not limited to: (i) the date and option, alternative or method which should be selected
for the valuation of property in my gross estate for federal and state estate and inheritance tax
purposes; (ii) whether a deduction shall be taken as an income tax deduction or an estate or
inheritance tax deduction; and (iii) the election to extend the time for the payment of federal and
state estate and inheritance taxes and the election to pay any such tax in installments. My Executor's
decisions with respect to such matters shall be binding and conclusive upon all concerned, and no
compensating adjustments between income or principal or any amounts of any bequest or devise
hereunder shall be made as a result of any such decision.

If any assets included in my Estate are or become located in any jurisdiction in which my
Executor hereunder is unable or unwilling to act, my Executor may appoint an ancillary executor to
act with respect to such assets in such jurisdiction and may confer upon the ancillary executor such
powers, discretion, and duties to act solely with respect to such assets as my Executor deems
necessary; such powers, discretions, and duties shall be exercised without necessity for court order,
insofar as possible. The ancillary executor shall be accountable to my Executor for all funds, assets,
and other properties which it may receive in conjunction with the administration of such assets. My
Executor may pay the ancillary executor reasonable fees for its services and may absolve it from any
requirement that it furnish bond or other security.

Any successor Executor hereunder is authorized to accept the accountings rendered and the
assets delivered by or for a predecessor Executor, without requiring an audit or other independent
accounting and without incurring any liability or responsibility. No successor Executor shall incur
any liability for any act or failure to act of its predecessor.

No Executor serving under this Will shall be liable for any error of judgment or mistake of
fact or law, if such Executor has exercised the reasonable care, skill and prudence generally
exercised by a fiduciary with respect to the administration, investment, and management of similar

. it
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estates. An Executor serving under this Will shall be liable only for acts involving willful
misconduct, gross negligence or bad faith.

Section VII - Independent Administration

[ direct that no court shall have any jurisdiction over my Estate and that no action shall be
had in any court in relation to the settlement of my Estate, other than the probating and recording of
this Will and, if required, the retumning of an inventory, appraisement, and list of claims thereto.

Section VIII - Definitions

In connection with the construction and interpretation of this Will, the following definitions
shall apply, unless otherwise expressly provided.

Al The words "descendant” and "descendants" shall include any person adopted into the
line of descent, as well as lineal descendants by blood. The term "adopted" shall mean or
denote adoption by legal proceedings, the finality of which is not questioned by the adopting
person.

B. A requirement that a beneficiary "survive" a specified individual or event or be
"surviving" or "living" shall be interpreted to mean "survival by at least thirty days."

i "Heirs" shall refer to those persons who would inherit from my estate under the laws
of descent and distribution of the State of Texas pertaining to separate personal property,
with such heirs-at-law being determined at the time the said distribution is fo be made.

D. The word "beneficiaries”, unless the context indicates otherwise, means any
beneficiary then eligible to receive distributions. If any beneficiary is a minor or under a
disability irrespective of whether legally so adjudicated, then the parent, guardian,
conservator, or person with whom the beneficiary resides shall act for the beneficiary for all
pUrposes.

E. "Per Stirpes”, when used with respect to a distribution of property among a class of
beneficiaries, shall mean by representation; that is, the descendants of a deceased ancestor
take the share such ancestor would have received had he or she been living. The per stirpital
allocation shall commence with the most senior generation that has a living representative.

F. The term "tangible personal property” includes any insurance policies on any tangible
personal property, and the proceeds of such policies but excludes cash and items of
intangible personal property, even if represented by any tangible documentation of
ownership, and also excludes tangible personal property used by me in a trade, business or
profession or held by me as an investment unless other provisions of my Will specifically
provide to the contrary.

CK
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As used in this Will, the masculine, feminine and neuter genders shall each be deemed to
include the others unless the context requires otherwise. The singular shall include the plural and
the plural shall include the singular wherever the context of this Will permits.

Section IX - No Contest Clause

If any beneficiary hereunder shall contest the probate or validity of this Will, or any
provisions hereof, or shall institute or join in, except as a party defendant, any proceeding to contest
the validity of this Will or to prevent any provision hereof from being carried out in accordance with
the terms hereof, regardless of whether or not such proceedings are instituted in good faith or with
probable cause, then all benefits provided for such beneficiary are revoked and such benefits shall
pass to the other beneficiaries of this Will, other than such beneficiary, in the proportion that the
share of each such other beneficiary bears to the total of my Estate. If all of the beneficiaries join
in such contest or proceedings, then such benefits shall pass to those persons other than the persons
joining in such contest who are living at the time of my death and who would have been my heirs
had the person or persons contesting my Will died immediately before me. Each benefit conferred
herein is made on the condition precedent that the beneficiary shall accept and agree to all of the
provisions of this Will, and the provisions of this Section are an essential part of each and every
benefit,

Section X - Miscellaneous Provisions

If any part of this Will shall be invalid, illegal or inoperative, for any reason, it is my
intention that the remaining parts, so far as possible and reasonable shall be effective and fully
operative. My Executor may seek and obtain court instructions for the purpose of carrying out as
nearly as may be possible the intention of this Will as shown by the terms hereof, including the term
held invalid, illegal, or inoperative.

THIS IMAKE AND PUBLISH as my Last Will and Testament, hereunto subscribing my
name in the presence of Jennifer Ball and Kerri Allen who have at my request and in my presence

and in the presence of each other also subscribed their names hereto as attesting witnesses, all on this
12th day of November, 2024.

C«/”KM

Cecil Kennedy




We, the undersigned persons, of lawful age, have on this day at the request of Cecil Kennedy
witnessed his signature to the foregoing Last Will and Testament in the presence of each of us, and
we have, at the same time and in his presence and in the presence of each other, subscribed our
names hereto as attesting witnesses. And each of us declare that we believe Cecil Kennedy to be of
sound mind and memory.

600 E. Taylor Strecet - Suite 4007

Jeghifer B Sherman, Texas 75090
. (LQ«QA-/\_

' - 600 E. Taylor Street - Suite 103

Kerri Allen Sherman, Texas 75090




SELF-PROVING AFFIDAVIT

THE STATE OF TEXAS

COUNTY OF GRAYSON

Before me, the undersigned authority, on this day personally appeared Cecil Kennedy,
Jennifer Ball and Kerri Allen, known to me to be the Testator and the witnesses, respectively, whose
names are subscribed to the annexed or foregoing instrument in their respective capacities, and, all
of said persons being by me duly sworn, the said Cecil Kennedy, Testator, declared to me and to the
said witnesses in my presence that said instrument is his will, and that he had willingly made and
executed it as his free act and deed; and the said witnesses, each on their oath stated to me, in the
presence and hearing of said Testator, that the said Testator had declared to them that said instrument
is his will, and that he executed same as such and wanted each of them to sign it as a witness; and
upon their oaths each witness stated further that they did sign the same as witnesses in the presence
of the said Testator and at his request, that he was at that time eighteen years of age or over (or being
under such age, was or had been lawfully married, or was then a member of the armed forces of the
United States or of an auxiliary thereof or of the Maritime Service) and was of sound mind, and that
each of said witnesses was then at least fourteen years of age.

(A Kennid,

Cecil Kennedy, Testator 7

Jéﬁif'er BE Witness

M000.

Kerri Allen, Witness

Subscribed and sworn to before me by the said Cecil Kennedy, Testator, and by the said
Jennifer Ball and Kerri Allen, witnesses, this 12th day of November, 2024, A.D.

N

Notary Public - State of Texas

TODD ESTES

Nmary public, Stata o! Texas
“" Comm. Expires 12-13-2027
o Motary 1D 103281747
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Prepared by:

LAW OFFICE OF M. TODD ESTES, P. C.
600 B. Taylor Street - Suite 4007

Sherman, Texas 75090

Tel: (903)893-7878

Fax: (903)868-2844




